WORLD WAR IT

After World War II began (with the German invasion of Poland), but before Bulgaria became an active
participant, the first territorial spoils were obtained. To win Bulgaria over to their side, the Germans forced
Romania to return the southern Dobrudja on 7 September 1940. Subsequently, Bulgaria signed the Axis Pact on 1
March 1941 and in the following month participated in the invasion of Greece and Jugoslavia. However, because
of their close historical and ethnic ties to Russia, the Bulgarians never joined in the fight against the Soviet Union.
With the approach of the Red Army, Bulgaria signed an armistice with the Allies on 28 October 1944.
Areas Occupied by Bulgaria Silistra

1 October 1940

During World War II
Romania

SERBIA
Ger. Occupation

BULGARIA 1939

Kosovo
to Albania

Bulgarian postal paper and postmarks were reintroduced promptly into the annexed territory. Cover is franked
with the set of four commemoratives for the recovery of South Dobrudja issued on 20 September 1940.



Akadanlar

WORLD WAR IT
Occupation of Romania 25 September 1940
Baltchik
14 April 1942

Other towns in the Southern Dobrudja annexed by Bulgaria were Akadanlar (now called Dulovo) and Baltchik.
Note the Akadanlar cancel on a commemorative envelope printed to honor the liberation of Dobrudja. Baltchik

marking is shown on an official cover to Sofia a very unusual usage.



WORLD WAR II Chabla
Occupation of Romania 8 September 1941
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25 September 1940
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Note use of the liberation commemorative stamp and related special postmark on the cover mailed from Dobritch.



WORLD WAR II
Occupation of Romania

Kardjali
20 December 1940

Kassam
29 August 1941

ILOEPYNLIKA 1940

R b

Note use of liberation commemorative stamp and fiel

).

d post cancel on

- - b Wi

the cover from Kardjali.



WORLD WAR I Kavama
Occupation of Romania 2 June 1941

Kioustendil
22 March 1943
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Cover from Kioustendil has two military markings on the front, with civil postmark added on the reverse.



WORLD WAR I Silistra
Occupation of Romania 26 January 1942

Toutrakan
21 September 1940
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Picture postcard from Toutrakan (Turtucaia in Romanian) was mailed on the second day of the liberation.



WORLD WAR II
Occupation of Jugoslavia

The German-led invasion of Jugoslavia began on 6 April 1941, with the successful campaign being over in less
than two weeks. As one of the victors, the Bulgarians once again acquired the territory of Northem Macedonia
that it had always desired and had actually occupied during the First Balkan War and World War I. However, the
outcome proved to be the same once again in World War II as the area had to be returned to Jugoslavia in 1945.

Sofia
24 October 1941

Bulgaria issued a set of five values on 3 October 1941 to commemorate the liberation of Macedonia and Thrace
from Greece and Jugoslavia. These stamps are shown above on a registered cover to Finland.



WORLD WAR II Berovo
Occupation of Jugoslavia 10 July 1943

Bey Bounar
26 January 1942
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Bulgarian postmarks for the occupled Jugoslav territory are shown in approximate alphabetic order, based on the
French spelling actually used in the markings. Berovo is shown used on a complete parcel address form; Bey
Bounar as a receiving mark on a cutting from a similar form inbound.



WORLD WARII Bitolia
Occupation of Jugoslavia 7 July 1941

Bossilegrad
30 October 1942

Bulgarian administrators moved into the former Jugoslav area of Macedonia in the second half of April 1941. No
overprinted stamps were produced as Bulgarian postal paper and cancels were introduced with the restoration of
postal services. (In some cases, old postmarking devices from the World War I occupation of Serbia were

brought out of the postal museum and used.)



WORLD WAR II Demir Kapia
Occupation of Jugoslavia 17 June 1944

Doiran
20 July 1941
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During the occupation period, two different sizes of lettering can be observed in the cancels, sometimes from the
same towns. This size difference can be clearly noted above in the Demir Kapia and Doiran devices.
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WORLD WAR I Gradsko

Occupation of Jugoslavia 5 June 1943
Guechevo
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Postmarks of many of the small towns, such as Guechevo, are especially elusive.
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WORLD WAR IT Koumanovo
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WORLD WAR II

Occupation of Jugoslavia

Kriva Palanka
11 November 1943

Krouchevo
December 1941
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WORLD WAR IT Negotino
Occupation of Jugoslavia 7 December 1942
Novo Selo

21 October 1943
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