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Amcrican Forces Incoming Mail

Backstamped

in Tientsin,

and Peking.

As with other contingents, incoming mail to US forces during the Boxer Uprising is considerably

scarcer than outgoing mail. Incoming mail was consistently backstamped on arrival in Tientsin.



Amcrican Forces
Field Post

MPS N® 1, Tientsin
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The first US Military Postal Station in China was established in Tientsin on 18 September 1900. It

continued to operate at least through 15 August 1901, and was formally closed on 31 August 1901. All

but 1 company of US troops left China by May 1901, so later mail is very scarce.
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American Forces
Field Post

MPS N21. Tientsin
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Fully paid at UPU inter-

national letter rate, but

stamps not recognized by

US post office.

Only recorded examples of the "DUE

establishment of US post office there.



American Forces Field Post
MPS N21, Tientsin
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(Etats-Unis d'Amérique) _
WRITE ONLYTHE ADORESS ON THIS SIDE

. PostaLCarpbD-ONE CENT. a

Wel NITED STATES OFAMERICA. |;

THIS SIDE IS FOR THE ADDRESS ONLY.

o / ;

hit Abibgah

Only observed examples of Tientsin circular date stamp without killer used as cancel. Other examples

may exist but this cannot be determined from existing literature due to earlier failure to distinguish

this device from Peking duplex cancel with similar dial. Bottom card is over-franked by 4¢.



American Forces
ientsin

From W.C.Horton,

U.S.MilP.Sta.Nol,

China. ,
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Ss New York Life Ins.Co. ;

cS ot :

= 4th Floor Austell Building,
x a

S
ee Atlanta,Georgia.
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| From Geo. ‘C. Sholes,Supt.

‘Military Post, Sta. No, ey
China.

: En ia OF AMERICA, -Rie NEW YORK, N.Y.
Xo. 339)
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EXCHANGE,
3
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Doubie-circle REGISTERED datestamp recorded used 26 December 1900 - 2 July 1901, on registered

mail from Tientsin and as a backstamp on registered mail which transited Tientsin.

"CHINA" obliterator recorded 6 December 1900 - 12 February 190i. Improper use of datestamp to

cancel stamps on 6 May 1901 cover suggests that CHINA handstamp had been phased out before then.

Only 2 examples recorded of the Tientsin"R______.___e. No.___.__.- *handstamp.
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American Forces
Ficld Post

MPS N21, Tientsin
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American Forces
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Field Post

MPS N? 1, Peking

First Peking duplex,

"PEKIN" at right;

recorded 30 September -

28 November 1900.

Soldiers Letter..-

Carl Brissman.
Hosp,Gorpe. U.S.A. j

PoRney ohne. :

Second Peking duplex, ; ~ - on

without town name, re- in 7 va fe i

, roken. weg
corded used January - 30 ss ae

May 1901. ‘Samy Brisenam, |

a + ie 7 Christianstad,

Sweden, =
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American Forces Field Post
MPS N21, Peking
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American Forces

Field Post

MPS N®@ 1, Peking
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Double-circle datestamp, intended for use as dater on registered mail and parcel post, recorded used

27 October 1900 - 19 April 1901. The rings of this postmark became increasingly irregular with use.

A second straight-line "R No. "handstamp, identical to the one used at Tientsin,

was used at Peking. Each station had a separate numbering system, and also used different colored

ink pads. Date of first use of Peking handstamp unknown; most likely between 5 - 10 January 1901.



Field PostAmerican Forces
MPS N21, Peking

RECEIPT,
: FOR .

U, S. POSTAL MONEY ORDER,

/ te Aen
{AMOUNT FOR WHICH ISSUED } .

TO SE GIVEN BY THE ISSUING POST-

MASTER TO THE PURCHASER, WHO WILL

RETAIN SAME AND PRESENT IT AT THE

OFFICE WHERE ISSUED IF NECESSARY TO

MAKE INQUIRY REGARDING THE ORDER,- ¥e" DETACH HERE: THIS RECEIPT IS FOR THE REMITTER
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American Forces

Earliest and latest recorded mail from US Military Station, Taku.

Field Post

MPS N21, Taku
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American Forces Field Post
MPS N21, Taku

LZ

Taku used only one duple cancel, and it appears not to have hada double-circle datestamp for parcels

or registered mail. Only recorded example of the crude hand-carved "R" in circle obliterator.

Only 23 registered items (including parcel wrappers) are recorded from the China Relief Expedition

during the Boxer Uprising. Of these, 2 are from Taku.
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American Forces

It is officially reported that

the US Military Postal Sta-

tion, China opened tempo-

rarily in Nagasaki, 8 Sept-

ember 1900; but it was

moved to China almost im-

mediately, and no mail

from it in Japan is known.

After September 1900, mil-

itary mail from US troops

in Japan supporting the

China Relief Expedition

had to be sent via the

Japanese postal system.

Depot Quartermaster,

Nagasaki, Japan

The QM Depot at Naga-

saki was opened in 1900.

Its business greatly in-

creased during the first

half of the 1901 fiscal year

due to the war in China:

expenditures for fiscal 1901

were just under $750,000.

The Depot remained open

until 1909, but with greatly

reduced activity.
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Conveyed through civil

posts of Russia (Vladi-

vostok, Port Arthur) and

China (Chefoo, Peking)

SY

Incoming Mail

Sent from Chefoo to the

SMS K. u. K. Maria

Theresia in February

1901, and later used to ©

obtain a souvenir of the ©

Chinese post office



Austro-Hungarian Forces
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Pojtfarte — Weltpojtverein.

Carte postale — Union postale universelle.
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Marine Field Post

SMS Aspern

Like Germany Austro-

Hungary had by 1900 equipped

its Navy ships with post offices.

Presence of postage stamp

required use of ship post office

dated postmark rather than

ship Feldpost! handstamp.

Feldpost marking unrecorded

in Clement. Datelined Taku.

Fieldpost to the Austro-

Hungarian Empire was free.

Postage

("Paketboot" handstamp is

unlisted in Hosking.)



Austro-Hungarian Forces

Marine Field Post

lage ae ape: |POSTKARTE — WELTPOSTVEREIN ge ‘
——— emnbetiaie postale — Union postale universelle enann UY ese SMS Kaiserin Elisabeth

Datelined Weihaiwei. The

coat of arms handstamp is

considerably scarcer than

the postmark for this ship.

Baan and Stent fs alestnaee ‘Be 61
. dicazione 8 timbro eS lautorita, impg

Straight-line handstamp

unlisted in Clement.

Use of printed postage-

free card is most

unusual.
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Austro-Hungarian Forces

My

SE EEE iz ae 5 Ze

aout ae FELDPOS T eee
er 5 *

I

‘$8 M, ‘SCHIFF SKAISERIN & ‘olen MARIA THFRESIA”

ale

Papsse pee EEE Re eerbey:
Carte postale — Postkarte — Correspendenz ae

Cartolina postal — Past card — Dopisnise — , Levelezi-Lan i Tneteart
Union postale universell] — Weltpostverein — Unione pos bganiversale ae L

Marine Field Post

BUUD—2Q9}0ND “OD % SMOIG H WOA BulOA “PE Pofttarte =~ 1D
“WS uty Carte postale — Union pan wversefe.

“yy *

fy ee

Z :

< es €
£ i a4

: >

q

a
j

ogg

ih
Fy
By

SMS K.u.K. Maria Theresia

SF



Austro-Hungarian Forces
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Zenta contributed 57 officers and men to the defense of the Peking legations, 4 of whom (including

her Captain) were killed. Departure of Zenta and Kaiserin Elizabeth from North China on 1

October 1900 is generally regarded as the end of Austria Hungary’s Boxer involvement.



Austro-Hungarian Forces
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Austro-Hungarian Forces
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Zenta contributed 57 officers and men to the defense of the Peking legations, 4 of whom (including

her Captain) were killed. Departure of Zenta and Kaiserin Elizabeth from North China on 1

October 1900 is generally regarded as the end of Austria Hungary’s Boxer involvement.



Austro-Hungarian Forces
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Legation Guard Post

First postmark,

1903 -1907.

used
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After the Boxer Uprising, China conceded the right to foreign powers to maintain military units to

guard their legations in Peking and the international settlements in Tientsin. Approximately 200

Austro-Hungarian Marines were assigned to this guard duty, and in 1903 a military post office was

established for their use in the Peking legation. Postage rates were those that applied to mail posted

in the Austro-Hungarian Empire.



Legation Guard Post

‘Mariuedetathément tn Poki-7

In 1907 a new datestamp replaced the "Wachdetachement" one, continuing in use until China declared

war on the Austro-Hungarian Empire (14 August 1917). Recorded in black and blue. The handstamp

used to modify registration labels was similarly changed.

Official Military mail was not required to be franked, either for postage or registration fees.
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Dutch Legation Guards
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The Netherlands had a legation in Peking in 1900, but no Dutch military personnel are reported to

have served in the Allied forces which put down the Boxers. Following suppression of the Uprisi
ng. a

Dutch legation guard unit was established. It had to use the Peking post office as the Dutch had not

taken the opportunity provided by the Allied intervention to open their own post offices in China.



French Forces

Naval Mail: Shanghai
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French warships in the early 1900s lacked on-board post offices. Nor, at least in the early part of the

Boxer Uprising, did they have unit handstamps. The typical French Navy cover of the day bears a

Marine Francaise, Service a la Mer handstamp of standard design plus a shore- or ship-based French

post mark indicating military origin, and has no return address.
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French Forces Troops in Transit

Posted via French

shore-based postal

agency, Port Said

“

Datelined

Singapore;

postmarked

on SS Indus

Unfranked mail was normally post-

ry origin (and thus proper use of the

kin were used on mail from the

Ground troops also were sent from France and North Africa.

marked, ashore or on ship, with a datestamp indicating milita

military free frank). Special cancels already in use for troops in Ton

Corps Expeditionnaire de Chine in preference to making new ones.
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The first French troops were sent to North China from Indochina, arriving at Taku on 14 July 1900.

The French field post system was not established until October, and mail sent in the interim period i is
considered as forerunners. It may be unpostmarked or bear transit markings.



Tresor & Postes 2

Operated at Paotingfu

from October 1900 into

1901.

Field Post

Tresor & Postes 1

Operated in Peking, No-

vember 1900 - 16 May

1902.

Postage (as well as registry fees) on registered soldier’s letters was required to be paid at rates appl
icable for letters

mailed in France. Franked 15 c. postage plus 25 c. for registration.
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French Forces

UNION POSTALE UdiVER

POST CAR

Tresor & Postes 5

Operated at Tientsin Oc-

tober 1900 - 16 May

1902. Postmark subse-

quently used, without

date, as administrative

mark in Tientsin French

post office.
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Field Post

Tresor & Postes 3

Operated at Yangtsun

October - December

1900. Postmark

subsequently used, with-

out date, as adminis-

trative mark in military -

section of Shanghai

French post office.
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Field Post

Tresor & Postes 6

ifa: ‘ Operated at Shanhai-
k October 1900 - 15

| Ctignacd Fe oo
a ,

. | Jodtes ee feleigcaphad-

eZ
25

. Bogancow |

Tresor & Postes7

Operated at Tongku 4

April - December 1901.
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Italian Forces Navy Post Offices
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At in May 1900 the only Italian forces in China were 4 ships of its East Asia Cruiser Squadron

including R. Nave Fieramosca. These were joined during the suppression of the Uprising by

additional warships including R. Nave Puglia. Each was equipped with an on-board post office.

While approximately 2,000 Italian army troops were sent to China, no shore-base Italian post offices

were created for this force.
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Italian Forces Navy

Official mail from cruiser Stromboli.

aboard French packet boat Tonkin. Paid a

fee. Reported to be the only example of French franking of Italian

d have been sent through the ship’s post office at no charge. The bestAs official mail, this cover coul
d lack of an Italian vessel departing North Chinaexplanation for why it was not was a need for haste an

for Italy at the time it was sent.
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Italian Forces Field Past
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Field post offices were provided for Italian garrison and legation guard troops left in China under the

Boxer peace protocols. Above postmark recorded used at Peking December 1902 - 1908. Registry

label previously unrecorded.

Regular Italian postage was used until December 1917, when stamps overprinted for use in China

became available. Soldiers’ mail was charged the same rates as if mailed in Italy.
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Field Post

§ ACSSOCC

Livcrna .

Three different "DISTACAMENTO R4 MARINA ITALIANA IN CINA" postmarks are recorded, used in 1904 -

1908, 1908 (three recorded) and in 1914-15, respectively. Due to lack of material sent in 1
909 - 1913. it

is not known which postmarks were used by the Marine Detachment in those years.



Italian Forces

bs Post Card

THIS SPACE MAY BE USED FOR 2” |
CORRESPONDENCE

Italian Civil Post Offices

Civilian post offices

were established in the

Italian Legation at

Peking and in the Italian

Consulate at Tientsin on

20 September 1917,

following which use of

datestamps naming the

military commands was

discontinued.

Posted under wartime

military free frank, still

effective in 1919.
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with this text removed.
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an POWs in Russia being ; WS
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Japanese Post Offices

The Imperial Japanese

Post Office at Tientsin,

opened in 1895, was the

only Japanese post office

operating in North China

prior to the Boxer

Uprising. Instead of

establishing a separate

Field Post system, Japan

created various sub-

offices of the Tientsin

office and later convert-

ed these to independent

post offices. The vast

majority of covers in

collectors’ hands sent

from these post offices

during the Boxer period

are from non-Japanese.

Docketed Gunji Yubin

(Military Mail).

Japanese troops in China

during the Boxer period

were allowed free

franking on regular

letters to Japan.

Japanese military mail

from this campaign is

virtually unknown in the

West.
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Japanese Post Offices
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Peking

Operated as sub-office -

of I.J.P.O. Tientsin 27

August 1900 - 21 Sept-

ember 1900 ( possibly as

late as 19 March 1901).

Thereafter operated as

independent post office

until closed on 31 Dec-

Operated as sub-office

of Tientsin 21 December

1900 - 1909, and there-

after as independent

post office until 31

December 1922.
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Taku

Operated as sub-office ©

of Tientsin 5 July 1900 -

11 January 1901.

Tongku

Operated as sub-office

of Tientsin 3 July 1900 -

11 January 1901, and

thereafter as indepen-

dent post office through

31 December 1922.
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Tungchow

Operated as sub-office

of Tientsin and/or Pe-

king (authorities are in

dispute on this point as

well as on dates of oper-

ation: 22 or 15 Sept-

ember 1900 - 30 June or

7 September 1901).

aS CCST SS ESS TSE SS SEE SEE EES SESS TE

WN Union Postale Universelle.

Yangtsun

Operated as sub-office

of Tientsin 10 September

1900 - 17 July 1901.



Russian Post Offices

Peking

A Russian field post of-

fice is reported to have

opened in Peking in

September 1900 to serve

the 4300 Russian troops

there, but no example of

the postmark has been

recorded. The Russian

civil post office, opened

1870, resumed opera-

tions after relief of the

legations (August 1900)

with a temporary post-

mark which was replaced

in early 1901.

“Tfanxad Dyan
oa, DOUT.-T. “K

Shanhaikwan

Occupied by Russian

troops and field post

office opened in 1900

MESA ng(no postmarks record- ; —, -
ed). Combined field <ee ifn
post/telegraph office at Boe

opened 1901 (postmark = herd sid j “
and registry label shown ‘ :

here). Converted to civ- ot hrt2ek °
ilian status 8 October 7 —— * f

1902, using existing

military devices.
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Russian Post Offices

gore oe > ~ cA ali cD AR ma a aa a ae a so

r Gugegugdquoeooas se eed el wc led irene ewe ree sere eee ag”

P,P. N£ 10

Opened as field post

(Polevaya Pochtaya) of-

fice at Tiehlin in 1900,

and later made into a

combined field post &

telegraph office (this

cancel, used as receiving

postmark). Placed under

civilian control 14 Jan-

uary 1903. Ceased oper-

ations upon Japanese oc-

cupation (March 1905).
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P.P.N?13

Opened as field post

office at Newchwang

(also known as Yinkow)

in August 1900. Trans-

ferred to civilian control

14 January 1903 but con-

tinued to use field post

office postmark.

Newchwang was an im-

portant transit point for

Chinese mail. As China

was not a UPU member

at this time, additional

franking was required on

international mail.



Russian Post Offices
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P.P.N?16

Opened at Lyaoyang in

July 1900. Transferred

to civilian control 14

P. P.N215

Opened at Taolaichao in

1900 (earliest known

cancel December 1900).

Made usual transitions

to and from civilian con-

trol in 1903, and ceased

operations in 1904.

Russian soldier’s mail in

the Boxer period, carried

on military free frank.

January 1903; field post

cancel continued in use.

Reverted to field post

status October 1903 and

closed 5 September 1904,

when Japanese captured

the town.
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Russian Post Offices
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P.P.N218

Opened in October 1900.

One example of non-

philatelic mail from P.P.

18 is datelined "Taku

Fort." However, Epstein

& Mandrovskii indicate

that this office was

assigned only to Tongku.

ae)

P.P.N217

Dalny (later Dairen) was

leased to Russia by

China in 1898, and was

the site of a Russian civil

post office as early as

1899. Field Post Office

17 opened there in con-

junction with the Boxer

Uprising and operated

until Japanese captured

the town in May 1904.

Cancel reads N217i

POLEV[AYA] POCHT-

[OVAYA] KON[TORA]

PRIAMUR[SKII] OKR[UG]

(17th Field Post Office,

Priamur District).


