SERBIA
Bulgarian Occupation
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Pochenski Zapisi/Nisch
15 July 1918

Gare Nisch
2 September 1916
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Nish, the capital- of Serbian Macedonia, was captured by the Bulgarians on 5 November 1915. The post
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office reportedly opened on 24 November (Rasic) but the above post card was cancelled on the 18th and
received in Sofia the following day. Nish was also one of three locations to use an all-Cyrillic postmark
for money orders. The railway station marking (red) is unrecorded anywhere and extremely elusive.
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N. Seio Strumishko
3 August 1917

Ochride
6 May 1917

Oudovo
15 February 1918

Paratchin
27 May 1918
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SERBIA Partchilovitza -
Bulgarian Occupation 29 March 1917
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Petrovetz
24 March 1916

Pirot
21 December 1915

Posarevatz
23 June 1916
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SERBIA Prilep
Bulgarian Occupation o 18 August 1918
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Rajan

13 May 1917

Bulgarian Occupation
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SERBIA Schtipe
Bulgarian Occupation 2 February 1918
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SERBIA
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SERBIA
Bulgarian Occupation

Weles
2 January 1917
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GREECE Angista
Bulgarian Occupation 12 July 1918
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Following the collapse of Serbia, the Central Powers advanced into northeastern Greece up to the defensive lines
of the Allied forces based in Salonica. As a result, Bulgaria was able to take possession of several towns which it
had held in the brief interval between the First and Second Balkan Wars.

All mail from this area is unusually elusive, especially pieces denoting special services, e.g. money order from
Drama and registered letter from Kavala. Note that Drama used a special all-Cyrillic postmark for money orders.



GREECE Badama

Bulgarian Occupation 16 August 1916
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Because of the proximity to the front, normal postal services were provided to only a limited number of towns in
the occupied area. However, field post cards exist with unit designations with place names or the locations can
otherwise be identified. Markings for Badama and Dedali shown above indicate usage from the railway stations.




SERBIA Ministarska/Postanskastanitsa
World War 1 31 December 1916
31 October 1917
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Starting on 17 January 1916, Allied ships evacuated government ministries, several thousand refugees and the
remnants of the Serbian army -- some 150,000 men -- from Albanian ports to Corfu. A govemnment in exile was
established and remained in operation there until the end of the war, while the troops were refitted, retrained and
sent to Salonica. The Serbian authorities, with material assistance from the French, set up a Ministerial Postal
Station which used the postmark as shown.

Military and official mail was handled free of charge, shown by the outbound and inbound field post cards above.
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SERBIA Ministarska/Postanskastanitsa
World War 1 16 August 1917
29 September 1918
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Mail to foreign destinations and registration required payment of postage. With Serbian stamps unavailable, fees
at the Ministerial Postal Station were usually paid with French stamps (occasionally with Greek postage).
Normally, a handstamp reading "Serbian Posts” was applied to the envelopes, either on or near the stamps; it is
neither an overprint nor a cancellation but a cachet applied to more clearly identify Serbian mail.

Registry marking on covers reads "Royal Serbian Posts/Registration." Letter to the U. S. is highly unusual.



SERBIA Vojna Posta/BR 999

World War I 7 July 1916
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During April and May 1916 a new field post system was established for the Serbian Army at Salonica. The main
post office was established at General Headquarters and given the designation of FPQ 999,

Normally, military and official mail was free of postage; use of Serbian 10 para postal card (King Peter on
battlefield) was necessary due to lack of military endorsement. Inbound Swiss postal card shows receiving marks.



SERBIA Vojna Posta/BR 999

World War I 15 November 1916
777 Post.-Upumica/BR 999
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Unusual usage of field post card by nurse in Dutch Hospital ("Infirmiere Hollandaise") to friends in the home
country mentions that many of the nurses have been afflicted by malaria.

Special version of cds for postal money orders used on money order receipt. Only example seen by exhibitor.



SERBIA
World War I

Vojna Posta/BR 44
8 May 1918

\ Vojna Posta/BR XVI
21 September 1917

Vojna Posta/BR OV
10 December 1918
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Various branch offices were established for other units. Examples shown are FPO 44 for the 11th Infantry
Regiment, Roman numeral FPO XVI for the Shumadia Division and lettered FPO OV -- 3rd Cavalry Regiment.
The field post system was maintained until final demobilization in March-April 1920.
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Liberation of Bitolia
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The most notable success of the Serbian Army at Salonica wa_s the advance northward into Bitolia, which was
liberated on 19 November 1916 -- the only town recovered by the Serbs prior to the end of the war.
Postmark from the Balkan War era inscribed "Bitolj/Military Post"” was used during this period. Serbian stamps

were unavailable, so French postage was used to pay charges for special services, i.e. registration. Above items
show both outbound and inbound usages.



