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The first Etappenpost office was opened at Scutari in September 1916, followed by Lesch and Elbassan the 

following month. Eventually twelve such offices were opened in Albania. 

The name of Lesch was changed to Alessio in March 1917 but the new cds misspelled the name, so that a revised 

postmark was introduced a few months later.



ALBANIA 
Bazar Sjak Austro-Hungarian Occupation 3 July 1918 

Durazzo (Durz) 
13 November 1917 

Durz 

15 November 1916 

Dzuri 

29 March 1917 

% 

K-suieck: Ejsenbahnregiment Cie 
“vieemaatrisbsdetachémerfeldpostkartée.. / 3 

t oo, psn 2. - Vorra-Boka. | 29") (ie =" 

Presentator: ; 
inh ed Pree wee oe 

Bis td 

SS Mbsender: 
Odesilatel: 2. 

Sue" | Feldpostkorrespondenzkarte. 
| Ku. k. Geb. Kan 
Sr Ae 

Mou, Foul 

Posiljaé:-° 
[* Presentators 

Nocazawowd: ~ 
Mictente: 
Poiljatelj: * 
OSiljaé : 

Presentator: 

_ Arthur Rovvaay: NY 
. > BRuxettes yk 

wee A ee a eee ines 

The last Etappenpost office to open in Albania was Bazar S jak in May 1918; examples of its cds are very elusive. The initial postmark for Durazzo used the Albanian spelling of Durz when the office opened in November 1916. However, in April 1917 a new cds with both names was introduced to avoid confusion.
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Kavaja and Kula Lums both opened in November 1917. 
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Note the use of the Kula Lums cds on registered cover
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Mamuras was one of the latest Etappenpost offices in Albania to open, with initial operations in March 1918; examples of its postmark are elusive.
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Scutari was another town with a notin name. When the P.O. was opened initially in September 1916, the 

Albanian spelling was used. However, Scutari was the name customarily associated with the place, so a new 

postmark with both versions was placed in service in March 1917. 
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To recover territory lost in the Second Balkan War, Bulgaria joined the Central Powers, declaring war on Serbia on 5 October 1915. Fighting on the Salonica front continued until Bulgaria surrendered on 29 September 1918. 

Bulgarian field post material from the wartime 
examples with unit cachets are included here. 

period is available in reasonable quantity, so only a few typical 
Lower card from First Army headquarters is autographed by General Bojadieff, the supreme commander of the Bulgarian Army..
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As an inducement for joining the Central Powers, Turkey agreed to transfer Adrianople (Odrin) and a small bit of 

surrounding territory to Bulgaria in the fall of 1915. 

Examples of special services, e.g. money order from Kouleli Bourgas and registered letter from Odrin are scarce. 
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With a joint Austro-German force attacking from the north and west as well as the Bulgarians from the east, 
Serbia was quickly overrun and occupied for the duration of the war. That portion of Serbia lying to the south 
and east of a line drawn along the Morava River to Aleksinac (Alexinetz) thence southwest to the Albanian border 
near Prizren was assigned to Bulgaria. 

The first of an eventual 90 Bulgarian post offices in the annexed territory were opened at Kriva Palanka and 
Tsarevo Selo on 24 October 1915. Only Bulgarian postal paper and bilingual Cyrillic-Latin postmarks (photo- 
copy example shown above) were used in these offices.
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Bitolia was an exception to the general rule about the length of the occupation. It was captured by the Bulgarians 

on 30 December 1915 but held only until 19 November 1916 when it was retaken by the reconstituted Serbian 

army moving up from the Allied base at Salonica. However, that was the extent of the Serb advance, and the 

situation then remained stable until the final phase of the war. 

Shown above are both civil and military usages from the Bulgarian occupation period.
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The Demir Kapia postmark shown above is an unrecorded type used at the railwa 
by a Cyrillic-German unit marking of the “Bulgarian Railway Headquarters." 

According to Rasic, Despotovac (Des 
the above example is five weeks befo 

y station. It is accompanied 

potovetz) was the final Bulgarian post office to open in Serbia. However, 
re his opening date.



ey 

Li ye AGERE Re 

SERBIA 
Bulgarian Occupation 

Drenovo Gare 

24 April 1917 

= a 
ee pes 
1 fe SSL 

es , 
- Chopinovy posiedni axordy. 
Chofins letzte Akkorde. 
_LgygBeniers accords de Chopin. 

ef\H aint dkkord Chopina. 
. As 

SS oon 
x 

P 

Ferizovo 

os 20 May 1918 

4. tt‘ =| Galitcnik 
‘ 26 August 1918 

Ghiliani 
23 June 1916 

‘ 5ay | 1S . Gets Wed ino 
SE Penta Tia 6) 

ij 
At tetedy ~ aS 

PS 
4 ¢ 

yo id 5 

g. (Aaah) we. "QO, 
9 '. 8 .- i ° & _ ¢4a-% 

R 4 4 aye 
Sd Utame- | wo) 

is , fig: st D3 

é Ss ay ~ ie ‘s , sy / 

ad 8S ey, UY i pri AA *, SED 197 
= € 

Z Ha Baa 4 Lge ; 

Soins haa 

; 
a) an é 

i ! 
Z roo ) 

ae 
# . am F ell 4 0? 

A 
Ltd 77277) | /& f aie, 

df s 2 

a V/ 4 & , be ry 

iy ee 2.0 Lo aor iy afd wre? 

a 
LCE? 77 Gap ike Aa y Fe 

; 
/ ; ges 

~ N 

t 

ore yo RO 
oO 

a ts 
“x ms : 

a , 

iat A 

7 eS) Buchner, Mignon 7 

& Verlag von E. A. Seemann in Leipzig “Nr. 

The Drenovo railway station postmark is one of three such 

elusive. The Ferizovo post office is unlisted in the literature; 
markings listed in the literature. All are extremely 

the field post card shown here has censor mark of 

Prischtina and transit mark of Nisch, both in occupied Macedonia.
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The registered cover above from Golubac was mailed to Vienna by an Austrian military liaison officer serving 
with the Bulgarian forces.
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As typical, these post offices operated from November-December 1915 until the end of the war in the fall of 1918.
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