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The Etappenpost facility at Usce. opened on 26 December 1917, the final such office to be opened by the 

Austrians in occupied Serbia; examples of its cds are extremely elusive. 
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Velika Plana and Veliko Orasje were opened on 1 September 1917, thus being among the last offices to come into service; examples of their postmarks are extremely elusive. 



MONTENEGRO Antivari 

World War I 29 April 1915 
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Very little mail with a military connection is available from Montenegro during the early part of World War I. 

Upper card mailed by a soldier from Antivari to Podgorica with manuscript "military post" to justify free 

franking. Lower card subject to military censorship with single-line rubber stamp reading "pregledala censura."
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As in the First Balkan War, Montenegrin troops occupied Scutari, the main city in northern Albania. They 
remained there until evacuation, along with the Serbian forces, by Allied warships in the Adriatic.



MONTENEGRO K.u.K. Feldpostamt 337 
Austro-Hungarian Occupation 22 February 1916 

K.u.K. Etappenpostamt 343 
22 March 1916 
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As an adjunct to the second campaign in Serbia, Austrian forces moving up from the Boka Kotorska captured 

Mount Lovchen, whose heights dominate most of Montenegro, on 11 January 1916 and entered the capital of 

Cetinje two days later. A military administration for the occupied territory was established on 1 March 1916. 

Examples of mail sent by the occupation troops in Montenegro are shown above. For general information, it can 

be noted that a Feldpostamt (field post office) was mobile and moved with the unit to which it was assigned. An 

Etappenpostamt (base post office) was considered stable and operated from a specific location. 
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MONTENEGRO Andrijevica 
Ausiro-Hungarian Occupation 27 July 1917 
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During 1917 the Etappenpost system for Montenegro expanded substantially, providing postal service to a 
number of smaller locations. Examples of many of these offices are elusive.
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Austro-Hungarian Occupation 30 June 1916 
1 March 1917 

a BSF Mt a See ae ie a) 

e ee: a - 2 4 . wae ore - ae 

litdr-Generalgouvernement in 
niunraueun.Tanornoadus Meacuse 
CoS SFM R CLES EES Sip tisad s252 

+ india 

‘Montenegro. 

On 11 May 1916, the first Etappenpost offices were opened at Cetinje and six other towns in Montenegro. To 

commemorate the first anniversary of the military government, two Austrian field post stamps were overprinted 

"Imperial and Royal Military Administration/Montenegro" and sold only on 1 Match 1917. 

Based on the normal Austrian practice, military cards and letters could be sent free of postage, although fees had 

to be paid for other classes of mail, including registration, money orders and parcel post.
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MONTENEGRO Ipek (Peja) 
Austro-Hungarian Occupation 20 June 1918 
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On 11 February 1918, Matsevo was the last of the 18 Etappenpost offices to open in occupied Montenegro. 
Examples of its cds are extremely elusive.
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Austro-Hungarian Occupation 18 February 1917 
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In October 1916, the name of the Etappenpost office in Ipek was changed to Peja. Its cds is one of the most 
elusive of Montenegro.



MONTENEGRO Podgorica 
Austro-Hungarian Occupation 22 December 1917 
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The use of the "Montenegro" overprinted stamps from any office but Cetinje is highly unusual; above example 
from Stari Bar is the only such registered cover known to exhibitor.
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MONTENEGRO 
Austro-Hungarian Occupation 
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ALBANIA Valona 

World War I 16 October 1914 
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In the early states of World War I, the departure of Prince William and the incursions of foreign armies meant that 

a central government ceased to functions in Albania. As a result, administrative functions were either assumed by 

local “warlords" or not performed at all. For example, in Valona control was seized by the Moslem Party. On 15 

October 1914 they reopened the Valona post office and issued stamps overprinted with a star and inscription 

"Poste d'Albanie" in French and Arabic. This arrangement lasted for only through 18 October when the Italian 

army entered Valona and shut down postal service (other than their own). 

Registered cover above is backstamped for transit in Italy and Greece, as well as for receipt in Turkey.
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Essad Pasha, a local leader, established control in central Albania in early 1915. His government's first stamps 
were issued on 9 January 1915 and consisted of an oval Turkish overprint on the Skanderbeg series. This was 
followed on 10 February by two additional sets of overprints on previously unissued stamps inscribed "Tarabosh 
1913." The life of this postal service came to an end with the Austrian occupation of the area in February 1916. 

Cover above is backstamped for receipt at the Italian post office abroad in Valona on 23 March 1915,
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World War I 2 March 1917 
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In the French zone of occupation in southem Albania, a so-called Republic of Koritza was set up by the local 

officials. A set of stamps depicting an eagle and inscribed "Independent Korce Albania" (denominated in French 

currency) was issued in 1917. Above examples used to the United States, with the card having been sent by a 

major in the Red Cross; message on reverse reads "Best regards from the Republic of Koritza in the heart of the 

Balkans." Both items have triangular "N.O." (not opened) marking and card has additional “Orient Army" censor.



ALBANIA K.u.K. Feldpostamt 315 
Austro-Hungarian Occupation 28 April 1916 
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The Austro-Hungarian forces pursued the retreating Serbs and Montenegrins into Albania, entering Scutari on 23 
January 1916, Eventually, they occupied all of northern and central Albania but were blocked by the presence of 
French and Italian forces in the southem portion of the country. 

Field post cards sent by Austrian troops in Albania. Use of Skanderbeg postal card "remainders" provided an 
attractive souvenir for the soldiers as postage was not required.


