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banknotes existed, the public was very confused. Thus, on 2 April 1914 the auth
the familiar para and grosh, producing the final stamp issue prior to the outbreak of World War 1. Above
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a new currency involving quintar and francs, for which no

orities surcharged the stamps in

ovanni di Medua and on registered cover from Durazzo.




ALBANIA Korce
19 March 1914

Principality

15 April 1914

Tepelene
7 June 1914
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prior to World War I. In Korce (Koritza), a total of 2,500 sets were imprinted on envelopes in violet and black
and issued on 19 March 1914. In Tepelene, a 1 grosh imprinted stamp was issued on 30 May 1914.




GREECE
Balkan Wars
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Greece entered the war on 18 October 1912, and its army quickly moved no

The initial philatelic record of this advance comes in the form of cov

Turkish postmarks from liberate
the upper cover so a military postmark of the 18th was added.)

Kozana
16 October 1912

Serfidje
21 October 1912

rth into Epirus and Macedonia against

light resistance. As a result, Greek forces quickly captured captured Salonica, Prevesa, J anina and Parga.

ers showing unoverprinted Greek stamps and
d towns. (Apparently the date had not been changed in the Ottoman cds used on




GREECE Thessaloniki
Balkan Wars 26 October 1912
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The major prize for Greece was the capture of Salorica, the capital of Macedonia on 26 October 1912, In fact, the
Greek army took control of the city just nine hours before the arrival of the Bulgarians. As shown, four different
postal markings were provided on the first day, including a rectangular box commemorating the liberation of the
city, which read simply "Greece" and the date.




GREECE ‘ Reserve Field Post Office
Balkan Wars 4 November 1912

4 November 1912
a _ 1 December 1912

Military mail was entitled to free franking, providing that proper endorsement was provided. Above examples
postmarked at Reserve FPO in the early days of the campaign. Upper cover has receiving mark of Athens on 9
November. Reverse of lower cover has divisional cachet and receiving mark of Patras of 6 December.



GREECE Prevesa
Balkan Wars 21 February 1913

Philippias

2 February 1913
Janina

28 February 1913

e

As the political situation stabilized, new steel circular datestamps were introduced with the names of the towns in
Greek lettering. Examples are from the liberated area of Southern Epirus. Cover from Philippias has adjacent
cds reading "Military Post Epirus" reflecting its status as the temporary HQ of the Greek army in that province.
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GREECE
Balkan Wars 2 April 1913
Genitsa
20 June 1913

Vv

Elf

CER AN g g,

Lo T Sen
3 \‘\\\.\\,\xr\.g\}'v\.—. m\

(S A% S

ﬂn—?W‘;—a—-—.‘. Ay ,aﬂs:r-a"f'..,-q,« % R ‘i%.-';‘r‘-'c.;.
RN S T B R et o

- . [ : : s S
PRSP Remrapmeee USSR U e N ST S S OB B S et L S SR, L

Examples of Greek steel postmarks used in liberated Macedonia. In each case, the covers were franked with the
al letter rate and 50 lepta international registry, respectively). Both

"New Greece" stamps (25 lepta internation
transited Salonica en route to addressees in Constantinople via the British office abroad in that city.



GREECE Thasos
Balkan Wars December 1912

5 January 1913
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No special postage stamps were issued for the island of Thasos, which lies south of the port of Kavala. However,
a straight-line provisional postmark was used in the early period after liberation. Later, a standard Greek cds was
introduced, shown above on "Greek Administration” overprinted postal card.



GREECE Chios
Balkan Wars 28 May 1913
15 June 1913

17 June 1914
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On 14 April 1913, a single provisional overprint was issued on Chios with the initials "E. D."” (for Greek
Administration). However, it had a short life as soon thereafter a set of "New Greece" definitives was prepared
and sold in the annexed territories.
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GREECE
Balkan Wars

Midilli
9 November 1912

Mytilene
24 November 1912
20 December 1912
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The military commanders of some of the Aegean Islands prepared their own postage stamps prior to the

availability of the "Greek Administration” issue. One such set consisted of Turkish stamps overprinted with
"Greek/Authority/Mytilene' issued on 9 November 1912.
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Lemnos

28 October 1912

GREECE
Balkan Wars
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Provisional postmark reading "Greece/Lemnos”
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Ikarias
15 December 1912
25 January 1913
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Ikarias had local issues of both provisional overprints and definitives (showing the head of Penelope). These

were replaced in February 1913 with the standard issue for New Greece.



GREECE Tenedos
Balkan Wars 13 January 1913
11 April 1914

¥

the island of Tenedos. However, the Greek authorities temporarily used
man cds for the town of Bozoja Ada and adding "Greece"

in the middle line to denote the transfer of authority. Later, a standard Greek cds was introduced.

There were 1o special postage stamps for
a provisional postmark made by reworking the old Otto



GREECE
Balkan Wars
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27 July 1913
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T N e ‘1 5 August 1913

BANQUE DE
.- SUCCURSALE DE XANTHIE

<. SOCIETE

pour favoriser le développement di

.;25 & gg L

BANQUE IMPERIALE
5 OTTOMANE

b
3 =
b} ~ o~ o

P armeia . wiiebew i 4 P - e e el Bl T . e

.o : i < . \

o ) - ‘o J i :

: : 5 Sy ® o 1
e e oY - = ) Vi - ’ i . % -\1
LN 4 o

PSS S |

As a result of the Second Balkan War, Greece extended its eastern frontier to the lower Maritsa River, thus
including the districts of Drama and Kavala. The Treaty of Bucharest also confirmed the Greek annexation of
various Aegean Islands, including Thasos, Lemnos, Mytilene, Chios, Samos, Ikarias and Crete. Imbros and
Tenedos were retumned to Turkey.



Dedeagatch

GREECE
Balkan Wars July 1913
Gumuldjina
August 1913
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s occupied all of Western Thrace. In the confusion,

In connection with the Second Balkan War, Greek force
Cover above is backstamped for arrival at Salonica on

provisional stamps were issued for two of the major cities.
29 July 1913.



GREECE

Dedeagatch
Balkan Wars July 1913

28 July 1913

On 24 July 1914, a new set was issued consistin
Dedeagatch" and new values in Greek currency. U

in Salonica on 29 July. Lower cover with Greek cds is backstamped in Athens on 3 August 1913.

g of Bulgarian stamps overprinted "Greek Administration
pper cover with straight-line cancel is backstamped for arrival



