BULGARIA Odrin
Balkan Wars 6 July 1913

Tscham Korija
15 July 1913
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After the Turks were defeated, the Allies fell out over the division of the spoils of war. Frustrated by the decision
of the European Powers to create an independent Albania, Serbia sought to annex Kichevo, Ochrid and Prilep,
which had been originally assigned to Bulgaria. The Bulgarians objected and on 28 June 1913 attacked the
Serbian forces, thus touching off the Second Balkan War. The Greeks joined the Serbs in the West, while
Romanian forces crossed the Danube and invaded Bulgaria from the North and the Turks went on the offensive
from the East. This combination made short work of the Bulgarians, and an armistice was signed on 30 July.

Mail posted during the Second Balkan War is unusually elusive. Cover above has the cachet of the "Odrin
Military Headquarters" on reverse. Post card shows unusual lightning bolt unit marking of the Telegraph Corps.



BULGARIA Alpolou

Balkan Wars 18 January 1913
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After the Bulgarians advanced into Macedonia and Thrace, new bilingual Cyrillic/Latin postmarks were
introduced in the liberated towns. The postal card from Alpolou is one of only two or three examples known
from this small village; its postmark is considered one of the rarest from this period. Drama was taken over
by Greece at the end of the Second Balkan War. Dede-Aghatche (today Alexandroupolis) and Dimotika (now
Didymotichon) were annexed by Greece in 1919 following the end of World War L.
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Gumurdjina (now Komotini) and Kavala were a major towns in Western Thrace, now a part of Greece. From
1912 to 1919 they were part of "New Bulgaria." Examples from Gumurdjina show use of old Ottoman postmark
and new bilingual Cyrillic/Latin cds on money order form for 9 leva to be paid to addressee in Sofia. Military
card from Kavala has proper unit marking to assure free franking.
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BULGARIA Kechane
Balkan Wars 22 June 1913
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Large piece of cover from Kechane shows unit marking of military administrator of the town. Military cover has
very scarce postmark of Koukouch and unit marking of the 14th Macedonian Regiment. Lozengrad postal card
properly paid to foreign destination.







































