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Observing the ease with which the Italians had seized Libya and the Dodecanese Islands, the smaller Balkan 

states (Serbia, Greece, Bulgaria and Montenegro) joined forces to settle their grievances with the Turks. Serbia 

declared war on 17 October 1912 and a week later won a decisive battle at Kumanovo. An armistice was signed 

on 3 December, and the final terms of peace were ratified by the Treaty of London on 30 May 1913. 

Several new field post markings were used during the campaign. Above examples show "Military Post/Head- 

quarters” both with and without vertical lines around the date. Military mail was free of postage, except that the 

25 para U.P.U. rate had to be paid on the cover to Switzerland. (Note purple cachet of the Headquarters Staff and 

strikes of old Turkish Mitrovitza to Uskub TPO.) 
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Following the victory at Kumanovo, the First and 
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Once. the fighting ended and the situation stabilized, postmarks were issued that were bilingually insesibed with 

the names of 26 towns within the territory annexed to Serbia, with "Military Post” inscribed around the date.
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The military town markings were very similar in design. However, the cds for Gostivar -- which is one of the most elusive of the markings -- has a box around the area containing the date. 
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Additional military town markings. Note 

area containing the date, and the inscription "Military Post 
that the cds for Prilip -- a very elusive marking ~ -- has a box easel the 

" is in white letters on a black background. 
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Although the Skoplje cover is a military use, as indicated by the "High Command” postmark, payment of 25 para was required because of the foreign destination. 
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The Serbs had a problem with the transliteration of the Cyrillic names of some of the towns. In some cases, the 

Latin words used in the postmarks are not the conventional ones used in the West. Those used in the headings at 

the upper right of the pages are as shown by E. Derocco in Die Poststempel von Serbien 1840 bis 1921. 

Registered cover from Vucitrn (Voutchitrn) to Veliki Gradichte is extraordinary. Card to Zagreb was not 

entitled to the military free frank, and the Hungarians assessed postage due of 10 filler.
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The Serbian army liberated most of the territory lying between its former bord Postmarks were issued for four locations, including Djakovica and the three towns 
ers and those of Montenegro. 
in the Sandjak of Novi Bazar. In the subsequent territorial settlement, Djakovica and Plevlje were assigned to Montenegro. 

Registered mail from the military offices, as Plevlje above, is extremely scarce. 



Dratch 
SERBIA 
Balkan Wars 

13 January 1913 

- _ “s occas oe Se | Dratch/Vojna Posta 

ges Q AS Sed TPR nm 7 January 1913 

Cant a2) Lyesch/Vojna Posta 

= ~~ ; : rs 2 ad 22 May 1912 

: ION ‘DOWN 
a i a ~ x a= ae , y, ay 

ae my EV regan Ne Post. Uputnica/Istok 

: > PS jo PARA  *2) 3 October 1913 

be i > a 2 Q7 t bay ; (A , Y “4 

Tb Oy RR pa 2b Sid gual: 
a Bi z Ps Ps a Ni sa 

_ HPAJbEBHHA me 

BLY, (¢ sy. h\3 ae 
fe fi ‘ qowt Re 

as RSW 

. me 
= 

CPBHJA 

linn “Anaad 

ae Us - BOJHMYKA SC; 

wey JOMMICHA-HAPTA - 
2Y Ss ; 

Ser LESS 
CPBHJA 

WAT Soe 

The Serbian thrust westward into Albania required the opening of additional military post offices, but finding 

examples of their markings is difficult. Upper card has cachet of the Royal Serbian HQ in Dratch and was 

delivered directly to and postmarked on the Austrian Lloyd S.S. Melpomene en route to addressee in Norway. 

Other cards show standard Serbian military postmarks for Dratch (Durazzo) and Lyesch (Alessio); stamp is 

cancelled with the postal money order cds for Istok -- of which only two examples recorded. 
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Bulgaria, Greece and Serbia all felt that they had a claim to the city of Salonica. However, the Greek army arrived first on 8 November 1912. The others did send troops and maintained their own postal facilities there until the final boundaries were decided. Serbian mail from Salonica is rated very rare in the handbooks. 

~ Upper card with manuscript "Soloun, 28/XI-912" is very unusual. The 50 para stamp postmarked Soloun on a telegram is extraordinary.
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The decision by the European powers to create an independent Albania meant that Serbia was deprived of an 

outlet to the Adriatic. In turn, they sought additional territory that had been tentatively assigned to Bulgaria. The 

latter felt betrayed and attacked the Serbs and Greeks in Macedonia on 28 June 1913. They were quickly repulsed 

and, when the Romanians invaded Bulgaria from the north and the Turks counter-attacked from the east, the 

Bulgarians had obviously lost their gamble and were compelled to sign an armistice on 30 July 1913. 

This second installment of the fighting is known as the Second Balkan War. Mail from this campaign is 

indistinguishable from that of the earlier period except by date. Two examples are shown above, with the second 

being written on 30 July, the final day of the war.
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As befitting their status as the smallest of the Balkan allies, the Montenegrins confined their activities to occupying nearby Turkish territory and sending a force into northem Albania. As a result, philatelic material from this campaign is very difficult to find. Most often seen are covers and cards with Montenegrin stamps and the old Turkish postmark of Touz, a small village just across the border. 

Card with 5 para stamp is noteworthy in that it was sent personally by the Montenegrin commander, Voivoda Serdar Vukotic, to a friend in Boka Kotorska Stating that "...today we took Touz," indicating that it was mailed on the first day of the occupation. Cyrillic "Tuzi” added in red at top of cancel. An historically significant piece.
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Finding mail sent from "New Montenegro,” i.e. the territory acquired as a result of the Balkan Wars, is a daunting 

task. This is particularly so as by the time the Serbian occupation forces had departed and the Montenegrins got 

everything organized, World War had started. At that point, due to the Austrian naval blockade, there was little 

opportunity to send mail to the outside world. 

Above cards sent to Bohemia via Romania and to nearby Serbia.
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Thus, the use of Montenegrin stamps an d postmarks from the two towns it Occupied was very limited.
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Bulgaria entered the war on 17 October 1912 and quickly inflicted major defeats on the Turks at Kirk-Kilise 

(Lozengrad) on 22-23 October and at Lule-Burgas on 29-31 October. As a result, the Bulgarian forces were able 

to occupy most of Thrace up to the Chatalja lines near Constantinople as well as large portions of Macedonia. 

Cover is postmarked on the first day of the fighting and has the unit cachet of the 2nd Field Hospital of the 5th 

kstamped for receipt at Rustchouk five days later. Postal card shows use of 
Danube Infantry Division. Bac 

provisional straight-line marking of Lule-Bourgas, employed temporarily pending the arrival of a new cds.
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Cover is postmarked with provisional "Military Posts & Telegraphs/I Army" and has unit cachets of the First Field Army and the Headquarters of the Cavalry Division; backstamped for receipt in Sofia on 30 October 1912. Captured Turkish postal card not postmarked but has unit cachet of "Bulgarian Army Occupation Forces Authority." It is datelined "Lozengrad 8 November 1912" and was received in Sofia five days later.


