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s TURMOIL IN THE BALKANS 1876 TO 1918

This exhibit documents through contemporary postal material the tumultuous history of the Balkan
Peninsula in the late 19th and early 20th Centuries. The events were triggered by an uprising against the
Ottoman Empire by the Christian Slavs in Bosnia-Hercegovina in 1875, which caused an unsuccessful
Serbian attack on Turkey. Subsequently, the intervention of Russia in the war against the Turks resulted
in the rescue of the Serbs, liberation of Bulgaria and expansion of Greece. Later, several additional
small wars were fought, as the Balkan states essentially scrapped amongst themselves over the spoils of
Turkey's lost possessions in Europe, with the loser in one conflict ready to take on the others in the next.
All of this culminated in the spark which touched off World War I being struck at Sarajevo in 1914.

Much of the material shown is mail from the military forces participating in the various campaigns.
However, examples of civil mail in newly liberated or occupied territories is included as necessary to
tell the full story. In order to limit the material shown to an appropriate quantity, the exhibit has both
geographic and time constraints. The items shown relate to the Balkan Peninsula as described by the
Encyclopaedia Britannica as extending from the tip of the Peloponnesus in southern Greece north to a
line along the Danube and Save Rivers thence eastward to the Dalmatian Coast. Today, this area would
include the countries of Albania, Bosnia-Hercegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Jugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro) and Macedonia, but not Romania. The end of World War I seemed an appropriate time to
conclude the exhibit as national boundaries remained relatively stable for the ensuing 20 years.

Very early Serbian military mail, used during the Serbo-Turkish War.
Has boxed marking "Vojena Posta” (Military Mail) with cancellation of FPO 4
dated 5 October (1876). Postage was uprated by 10 para because of foreign destination.
Military usage to Samara, Russia in this peried is extraordinary. Note transit mark of Moscow
on 14 October and receiving mark applied in Samara on 23 October.

With political opportunism being the thread which runs through the history of the period, rather than any
unified plan for territorial expansion on the part of a particular country, the presentation should be
viewed as an anthology of related short stories rather than as a novel. The organization of the material
shown is basically chronolagical, with those items arising from a particular campaign being shown
sequentially. In cases in which more than one set of operations was occurring roughly simultaneously,
the material is presented geographically.
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TURMOIL IN THE BALKANS 1876 TO 1918
PLAN OF EXHIBIT
A. Serbo-Turkish & Russo-Turkish War, 1876-1878.
B. Austro-Hungarian Administration of Bosnia-Hercegovina & Sandjak of Novi Pazar, 1878 on.
C. South Bulgaria & Serbo-Bulgarian War, 1885
D. Greco-Turkish War, 1897.

E. Balkan Wars, 1912-1913: 4 :
Serbia Albania

Montenegro ' Greece
Bulgaria Epirus
Thrace
F. World War I, 1914-1918:

Austro-Hungarian Invasion of Serbia Bulgaria :
Serbian Resistance ' Bulgarian Occupation Occupation of Turkey
Austro-Hungarian Occupation of Serbia Bulgarian Occupation of Serbia
Montenegro Bulgarian Occupation of Greece

Austro-Hungarian Occupation of Montenegro  Serbian Exile Government on Corfu
Albania ' Serbians on Salonica Front
Austro-Hungarian Occupation of Albania Serbian Liberation of Bitolia
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Military letter-card from Serbian officer during the Russo-Turkish War, postmarked
“Military Pest/Prokuplje/8 IX 78.” Franked with 20 para Prince Milan stamp because of
foreign destination (Maver near Vienna, Austria). Receiving mark dated 24 September 1878.



SERBO-TURKISH WAR

SERBIA Vojena Posta 5
19 August 1876

Vojena Posta _
25 September 1876
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In mid-1876, Prince Milan of Serbia, desiring to support an insurrection in Bosnia, declared war on the Ottoman
Empire. However, the Serbs did not fare well in the fighting, as the army was ill-prepared and the Turks won a
major battle at Aleksinac. Following a Russian ultimatum, the Turks granted an armistice to the Serbs, which was
followed by a peace agreement signed on 1 March 1877 confimming the status quo.

Military mail from this campaign is seldom seen because of its short duration and the low literacy rate among the
Serbs. Internal mail was postage free as shown by upper cover (ex Rasic) which is a request from the commander
of the Drinska unit to district authorities in Loznica for money to buy boots for the soldiers. Lower postal card
shows unusual usage to Moscow, requiring uprating to cover international postage. 1t is of special interest as the
sender was the Commander of the Russian military observers serving with the Serbian forces.



RUSSO-TURKISH WAR

SERBIA Vojena Posta 8
16 December 1877

Vojena Posta 4
10 October 1878

Following the Serbo-Turkish War, relations between Russia and the Turks continued to deteriorate and eventually
resulted in war being declared on 24 April 1877. The Serbs eventually joined in, although under the terms of its
previous peace agreement with the Turks, they remained aloof from the fighting until 15 December. Thus, their
forces played only a minor role in the war, while Austria ended up in control of Bosnia-Hercegovina and the
Sandjak of Novi Bazar, and Bulgaria became an independent principality.

Serbian trcops utilized the same numbered FPO markings as in the fighting two years earlier. Upper example
shows #8 used at Lesnica (sent to Loznica) on the day after war was declared by Serbia. Lower cover sent
from #4 at Leskovac to Belgrade, where it arrived six days later.








































