ALLIED OCCUPATION - WORLD WAR I ' Poste Militare 115
‘ 3 January 1919

Albanian Volunteers
15 February 1919
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To help keep order in the occupied territory, the Italian authorities actively recruited ethnic Albanians to serve in
militia units with Italian officers. Mail from these units can be identified by unit cachets as above "Headquarters
Albanian Militia/1st Cohort" and "Headquarters Albanian Irregular Company." Such examples are very elusive.
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The United States did not
send troops to Albania in ;
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However, Red Cross / "

the aftermath of the war. /
personnel were sent and
provided humanitarian aid Y

to the Albanian people. /-~ ' ' :
Only a few examples of _
mail from the Red Cross

workers there survived. BB 5
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/
/ ‘Picture postcard of Scutari sent by a
./ Red Cross worker to New York. The
A b 7/ large cover was sent by pouch to
Paris, where the letter was turned over
F2 to the postal service with a 25
centimes French stamp affixed.




Field Post Office W.3

ALLIED OCCUPATION - WORLD WARI
British Forces 21 March 1916
o Army Post Office S.100
~ 19 March 1919
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British forces were involved with Albania to a minor extent during and immediately after World War L. The first
troops, constituted as the Adriatic Mission, landed in Albania to help hold back the Austro-Hungarian invasion.
To provide postal service, FPO W.3 was opened at Valona, where it operated from 23 January to May 1916.
Mail from this contingent is very elusive, with only a few examples having been recorded.

Following the armistice, other troops were on hand for a few months. The lower card was written by a soldier at
Scutari on 7 March 1919 and then carried by military pouch to the nearest APO in Taranto, Italy where it was

placed in the mail stream 12 days later.
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French Forces 8 July 1917
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A French Mission from the Army of the Orient based at Salonica advanced into southeast Albania in February
1917, and it occupied a small comer of the country for the balance of the war and into the postwar period. T&P
520 is listed as located in Macedonia, but served the forces in Albania, probably at their headquarters in Korytsa.
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French Forces 25 September 1917
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Official cover from the French Mission sent through T&P 511 at Itea to Santi Quaranta. The postal card was sent

by a member of a French aviation unit serving with the Serbian army that had been renamed the "Escadrille
d'Albanie" as indicated in its unit cachet. A very elusive usage.




































