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The Mamuras office did not open until March 1918. Its marking is considered quite elusive.



AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN OCCUPATION - WORLD WAR I Schkodra
13 March 1917

Scutari (Schkodra)
5 February 1918

When the post office in Scutari was initially opened in September 1916, the Albanian spelling was used in the
cancel. However, Scutari was the name customarily associated with the place, so a new postmark with both
names was placed in service in March 1917.



AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN OCCUPATION - WORLD WAR I Shenjin
12 September 1917

Tirana
24 November 1917
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The Austrians did not open an Etappenpostamt at Shengjin (San Giovanni di Medua) but established a military
post there. The postcard above is datelined "Medua" and has a unit marking inscribed "Shenjin." The lower
example was sent from Tirana to Vienna franked with 35 heller in Feldpost stamps. (Registered postcards from

soldiers are not often seen as they could not be sent free of postage.)



ALLIED OCCUPATION -- WORLD WAR I

With Austria-Hungary and Germany posing a threat to the Balkans, the major Allied Powers (France, Great
Britain and Italy) were sufficiently concerned about the independence of Albania that they decided to send troops
there. Due to the proximity just across the Adriatic Sea, the Italians were especially concerned about protecting
their interests and sent small detachments to Valona and Saseno even before they officially entered the war.
With the threatened Austro-Hungarian invasion of Albania, Italian reinforcements were sent in December 1915,
followed by British and French contingents. The Allied occupation did not end until 1920.

Italian Forces Posta Militare Albania N.1
e . 6 April 1916

Posta Militare 115
8 March 1918
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Cover is inbound and shows the use of Italian postage dues cancelled with the first provisional FPO marking; the
addressee was no longer in the "Albanian war zone" so the letter was forwarded to Verona. Postcard shows the
unit cachet of "Headquarters of the Troops in South Albania."




ALLIED OCCUPATION - WORLD WAR I PM Truppe Occupazione 1
Italian Forces 16 December 1916
PM Truppe Occupazione 2

28 July 1917
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The first standard postmarks for Albania were designated for the occupation troops and numbered from 1 to 6.
These were used from 12 January 1916 to 1 August 1917, when cancels with FPO numbers replaced them.




































