GREEK OCCUPATION -- EPIRUS

:Althopgh the European Powers forced Greece to officially withdraw from North Epirus, the ethnic Greek
mhabltz.mts did not wish to become a part of Albania. As a result, on 17 February 1914, the Autonomous
Republic of Epirus was proclaimed. This entity thus served as an interim holding operation that remained in

place until the second Greek occupation in late 1914.
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On 5 March 1914, the first two stamps, which were inscribed simply "Epirus," were placed on sale. There were
complaints from the powers that this was not a recognized political entity, so that for additional denominations
issued three weeks later the inscription was changed to "Autonomous Epirus."




Exdooig 6M

GREEK OCCUPATION

Korytsa
Autonomous Republic of Epirus 26 November 1914
T Tey o g mz gy Agii Saranda
/[a/o R R i 19 September 1914
LR ! b
A / Ao / whiv E 4
rapsvie GAgTT L §
Y {1.47/%. otiow
/ A 4 YA &
/el I

Exdomg, K. X. Zxevdegng-Kogutoa.

e\
Q
Kt
—- 61551 Editeur, Con. Skenderis, 2me £ditlon

Pl i o 5. 5 -
2

A second official issue, depicting the flag of the Autonomous RepubliC, Was praceu uil saic uis 2o Auguoy 11 .
This set had a short life because World War I had broken out and the Allies were fearful of an advance southward
by the Central Powers. Thus, they invited the Greek army to return to southern Albania in December 1914. This
change led to the replacement of the Republic's stamps by an overprinted Greek issue.
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In addition to the official issues of the Autonomo

varying claims to legitimacy. Among these issues were
stamps overprinted at Argirokastro, both of which read "Autonomous Epirus” an
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GREEK OCCUPATION Erseka
Autonomous Republic of Epirus ‘ November 1914
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Just prior to the second Greek occupation, several other sets were issued by local authorities. Two of these that
are listed in the Vlastos catalogue are from Erseka and Moschopolis. The above covers, both sent to prominent
stamp dealers, have a transit mark of Athens dated 17 November and receiving mark of Braunschweig on 27
November, respectively.







































