SERBIAN OCCUPATION -- BALKAN WAR

After inflicting a major defeat on the Turkish forces at Koumanovo on 24 October 1912, the Serbian troops
were able 0 advance with little resistance into Albania, where they occupied the towns of Durazzo, Elbasan and
Alessio. However, when the European Powers decided 0 establish Albania as an independent state, they

insisted on the withdrawal of Serbian forces in the spring of 1913. As a result, covers with Serbian postmarks
from this period are elusive.
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A forerunner card mailed by
a Serbian soldier on the day
| that Durazzo was occupied.
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Examples of the new Serbian
postmarks used in Albania are
quite elusive. This one was
used at the military post office
in Drac (the Slavic name for
Durazzo).
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SERBIAN OCCUPATION -- BALKAN WAR

Another Serbian post office in Albania during the Balkan War period was at Alessio (Lesh). It, too, had to be
evacuated when required by the International Control Commission.
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Forerunner card mailed by a
Serbian soldier after the capture
of Lesh but before the Serbs
opened their own post office. It
was then delivered to the
Montenegrin authorities at Bar
(Antivari) for transmission to
the addressee in Krusevac.
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temporary Serb occupation
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INTERNATIONAL CONTROL COMMISSION

The European Powers (Austria-Hungary, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy and Russia) established an
Ambassadors' Conference in London on 17 December 1912 to sort out the new geopolitical situation in the
Balkans. The group favored independence for Albania, with the Austrians and Italians in particular being
opposed to Serbia obtaining an outlet on the Adriatic. As a result, when peace was signed between the Ottoman
Empire and the Balkan Allies on 30 May 1913, the Powers agreed to create an International Control Commission
to provide a multinational peacekeeping force, establish new boundaries and create a new government for

Albania, and to force the Greek, Montenegrin and Serbian troops to withdraw from Albanian territory.
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Upper cover from the French Detachment in Scutari was sent through the Austrian post office abroad located
there. The lower card is from the armored cruiser Edgar Quinet with the International Squadron off Durazzo.



INTERNATIONAL CONTROL COMMISSION Scutari
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France sent as its contribution to the international forces a unit of the 22nd Regiment of Colonial Infantry from
North Africa. Mail from these men was sent by military pouch from Scutari to France, where it was postmarked
on the TPO from Modane to Dijon and then forwarded to its destination. The lower cover was sent to a military
address in Morocco, where it obtained the T&P 102 receiving mark at the military post office in Taourirt.




INTERNATIONAL CONTROL COMMISSION Scutari
9 September 1913

British Contingent
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Picture postcard of Malta, obviously brought along by a member of the W. Yorks. Regiment. It was sent from
Scutari to London by military pouch, where it was placed in the mail stream. The sender was unclear about the
postage so paid the international postcard rate of 1d although the domestic 1/2d would have sufficed.




































