PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT

the Turkish army and the advance of the Serbian and Montenegrin forces into

northern and central Albania as well as a Greek army in the south, the non-Slav and mostly Moslem inhabitants
declared their independence on 28 November 1912, Conditions in Albania were chaotic for some months until an
international control commission was established by the European Powers and William of Wied, invited to serve as

ruling prince, arrived on 7 March 1914.
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Postal service was erratic in the early period, with most international mail being handled by the Austrian and
Italian offices abroad in Scutar and Valona. The first "stamp" issue on 5 May 1913 consisted of a circular
handstamp reading "Ministry of PT&T" and double-headed eagle (valued at 1 grosh) that was impressed on 2,232

envelopes. Covers with this issue are very scarce.
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A second issue of about 2,400 pieces was made on 1 June 1913 but the wording was changed from French to
Albanian and included "of Albania" in the center instead of the eagle. Upper cover sent from Pequin has a transit
marking of Lushje and arrival marking of Fier, both dated 22 July. Lower cover sent from Shijak to Tirana.
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Wwith a shortage of postage, the authorities decided to overprint the stocks of Ottoman postal paper found in the
post offices, using the eagle design and the word for " Albania." These were issued on 16 June 1913 in small
quantities. Shown above are a pair of the 10 para stamps used on a cover from Berat 10 Constantinople. As these
paid only the domestic letter rate, there was postage due of an additional 20 paras. This was assessed at the
double deficiency rate of 1 piaster upon arrival in Constantinople (Galata branch) and an appropriate postage due
added on the reverse (see photocopy). Postal cards were similarly overprinted.
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Shown above are covers paying the 1 piaster international letter rate and the 2 piaster international registered
letter rate. Only 3,758 copies of this latter value were issued, with registered covers being very elusive.







































