AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD

Because of the lack of proper mail service in the Ottoman Empire, Austria-Hungary, along with other European
Great Powers with commercial interests in the area, opened their own postal agencies. The first Austrian post
offices in Albania were started in 1854 when the Austrian Lloyd Steamship Co. inaugurated its Albanian Line,
establishing shipping offices with postal facilities at its ports of call along the Adriatic. By the beginning of the
20th Century, the Imperial & Royal postal service was operating five agencies: Durazzo (Durres), San Giovanni
di Medua (Shengjin), Santi Quaranta (Sarande), Scutari (Shkoder) and Valona (Vlore). Dueto disruptions caused
by World War I, these were all closed in 1915.
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For the most part, the stamps used at the Austrian offices in Albania were those issued for the Austrian-H.unga.rian
postal services in the Levant and denominated in paras and piasters. This large double-ring cds, inscribed
"Durazzo/Austrian Post" was in use from about 1895 until the latter part of the first decade of the 1900s. The

above example used on a 20 para international postal card overprinted for the Austrian Levant sent to Germany.



AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD Durazzo
8 December 1907

28 November 1914
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The final Austrian postmark for Durazzo was a smaller double-ring device which was used from about 1905 until
the office was closed down in July 1915 when the retreating Serbians occupied the town.



AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD San Giovanni di Medua
15 June 1898
27 April 1913

BOJHUUKA a0 /&
JOMUCHA HABITK:’\
0
\rfo*z.,‘
\’,‘ t\,,

-

Camo 3a aapecy.

S

rcle cds was introduced in 1881 and used

Only two postmarks were used in San Giovanni di Medua. A single-ci
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until replaced by a double- circle type in 1907. This latter was in use
closed by the Serbs.



AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD Santi Quaranta

2 July 1904
13 April 1910
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This postmark with very thin circles and lettering is unlike any used elsewhere in the Austrian Levant offices. It
was introduced in the 1890s and used until replaced in 1910 with a more conventional marking.



AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD Santi Quaranta
18 June 1913

The final postmark for Santi Quaranta was introduced in 1910 and remained in use until October 1915 when the
town had been occupied by the Greek Army. Note the use of Austrian Levant stamps denominated in centimes
and francs, issued to combat competition at foreign post offices due to relative currency depreciation.
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AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD Scutari in Albanien
15 March 1905
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The large double-ring postmark was introduced at Scutari in April 1901 and used until about 1910. The example
shown above used on international postal card overprinted for the Austrian Levant and sent to Vienna.



AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD Scutari in Albanien
24 November 1913
10 February 1914
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The final postmarks used at Scutari were similar double-circle devices. The upper example is used on a 20 para
Austrian Levant postal card. The cancel on the 1 piaster stamp on the money order form below has larger letters
and a code "a" to the left of the date, which is extremely elusive with only a few examples recorded.






























