
AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD 

Because of the lack of proper mail service in the Ottoman Empire, Austria-Hungary, along with other European 

Great Powers with commercial interests in the area, opened their own postal agencies. The first Austrian post 

offices in Albania were started in 1854 when the Austrian Lloyd Steamship Co. inaugurated its Albanian Line, 

establishing shipping offices with postal facilities at its ports of call along the Adriatic. By the beginning of the 

20th Century, the Imperial & Royal postal service was operating five agencies: Durazzo (Durres), San Giovanni 

di Medua (Shengjin), Santi Quaranta (Sarande), Scutari (Shkoder) and Valona (Vlore). Due to disruptions caused 

by World War I, these were all closed in 1915. 
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For the most part, the stamps used at the Austrian offices in Albania were those issued for the Austrian-Hungarian 

postal services in the Levant and denominated in paras and piasters. This large double-ring cds, inscribed 

"Durazzo/Austrian Post" was in use from about 1895 until the latter part of the first decade of the 1900s. The 

above example used on a 20 para international postal card overprinted for the Austrian Levant sent to Germany.



AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD Durazzo 
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The final Austrian postmark for Durazzo was a smaller double-ring device which was used from about 1905 until 
the office was closed down in July 1915 when the retreating Serbians occupied the town.



AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD 
San Giovanni di Medua 
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AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD Santi Quaranta 
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This postmark with very thin circles and lettering is unlike any used elsewhere in the Austrian Levant offices. It 
was introduced in the 1890s and used until replaced in 1910 with a more conventional marking.



AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD 
Santi Quaranta 

18 June 1913 

The final postmark for Santi Quaranta was introduced in 1910 and remained in use until October 1915 when the 

town had been occupied by the Greek Army. Note the use of Austrian Levant stamps denominated in centimes 

and francs, issued to combat competition at foreign post offices due to relative currency depreciation. 
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AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD Scutari in Albanien 
15 March 1905 
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The large double-ring postmark was introduced at Scutari in April 1901 and used until about 1910. The example 
shown above used on international postal card overprinted for the Austrian Levant and sent to Vienna.



AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD 
Scutari in Albanien 
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The final postmarks used at Scutari were similar double-circle devices. The upper example is used on a 20 para 

Austrian Levant postal card. The cancel on the 1 piaster stamp on the money order form below has larger letters 

and a code "a" to the left of the date, which is extremely elusive with only a few examples recorded.



AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD Valona 
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The Austrian P.O. at Valona used this large double-circle marking from about 1895 until 1910. It is shown above on an address card for a value declared parcel of 2,900 francs sent to Trieste.



AUSTRIAN OFFICES ABROAD 
Valona 
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The final postmark used in Valona was a smaller double-ring cds introduced in 1910 and used until the office was 

closed in April 1915 during the Italian occupation.



ITALIAN OFFICES ABROAD 

Italy opened its first postal agencies abroad in Africa during 1863. However, it was a latecomer to Albania, with 
the first office at Scutari not opening until 1901. This was followed by Durazzo in 1902 and Valona in 1908. The 
first special stamps issued on 1 September 1902 were overprinted "Albania" and new values in para. Later, the 
same stamps without "Albania" were issued, as well as special sets with the names of each of the three offices. 
These agencies were all closed at the end of 1922. 
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The Durazzo office opened on 25 June 1902. The postmark shown above is inscribed "Durazzo/(Italian Post 
Office)." It is shown on a postal card and a registered cover with the stamp overprinted for this specific office.



ITALIAN OFFICES ABROAD 
Durazzo 
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A second postmark with squared-off corners seems to have been used contemporaneously with the first type. It is 

shown here on a registered cover franked with the 20 and 40 piaster top values of the Durazzo overprints, which 

were issued in very small quantities and are extremely elusive on cover, even one to a philatelic dealer.
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The office at Scutari opened on 1 November 1901 and used the same two postmarks as Durazzo. The single- 
circle type is shown here on a registered cover to Bologna. This cover is franked with an 80 para stamp of the 
1902 overprints for Albania.
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ITALIAN OFFICES ABROAD Scutari d'Albania 
25 November 1910 
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ITALIAN OFFICES ABROAD 
Valona 

16 November 1913 
10 February 1914 
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ITALIAN OFFICES ABROAD Valona 
28 February 1916 

A late variety of postmark was only used at this office. It was inscribed "Royal Italian Posts/Valona." The cover 
shown above was franked with the "Valona” overprints on the 15 cent. and 20 on 15 cent. surcharged stamps.


