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Saar 2 March 1919 
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Although the Saar territory was in the sector designated for French occupation, U.S. Army personnel traversed the 

area enroute to the assigned American Zone located to the east along the Rhine. This event resulted in the notation 

"Passed thru here today. 2/28/19" on the above picture postcard of Saarbrucken. Censorship is indicated by the 

machine "Base Censor" marking applied on 4 March.



BELGIAN FORCES Postes Militaire Belgique 1 Saar 
28 August 1927 
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A 68-man contingent of Belgians was sent to Saarbrucken on 10 July 1927 as part of the allied force guarding the railways. Philatelic evidence of their Presence consists of a handful of pieces. Above are examples of inbound (from Belgian FPO #1 in Aachen) and outbound mail. The latter bears the only recorded example of the oval marking for the "Belgian Detachment in the Saar."



BRITISH FORCES 
Saar 

In June 1934, the League of 
Nations established 13 January 
1935 for the plebiscite in the 
Saar to decide whether to rejoin 
Germany, be annexed to France 
or remain separate. Some 1,500 
British troops, including the 
12th Royal Lancers and 1st East 
Lancashire Regiment, were sent 
as part of the interallied forces 
to oversee the voting. FPO #10 
was established to meet the 
postal needs of the British 
forces from December 1934 to 
February 1935. 

Field Post Office 10 
25 December 1934 



BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office 10 
Saar 21 February 1935 

Saarbrucken 
_ : ; : . 17 __ 1935 

Unit markings on mail from the British Saar Force are uncommon and sought after by specialists. Above examples are from the Commander of the Royal Lancers and the Headquarters of the British Contingent.



BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office 10 
23 January 1935 

Saar 
21 February 1935 

Bridge of Allan 

No. 1040 | 
Se eee 

Cabtacn SE. Nelsow! Me 

m
e
 
p
t
 

ec
my

, 
ag

, 

‘ 
Le

er
 

Oa 

ie
 

ie
 

Ri 

Head qpearters. 
SAAR, PLEBISCITE FORCE, 

3 Ramer lon, 
; Hinrdentung Shruace 15 ; 

aa oo et SAARERUCKEN . a 

Hig LETTER MIUST BE GIVENTO AN —--. 
OFFICER OF {THE Post OFFice : 

Oo BE REGIS ED, AND A RECEIPT - 

‘Fr 

Registered mail involving the Saar Force is very unusual. Above covers provide examples of both incoming and 

outgoing correspondence.



Emmerich-Amsterdam TPO 
SAAR PLEBISCITE 

January 1935 
Dutch Contingent 

Saarbriicken 
January 1935 

Heute 
Volksabstimmung 

im Saargebiet 

B. HERTZBERG, 
554 MERRITT AVENUE, 

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA. 
Me ye =



DUTCH FORCES Saarbrucken 
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Inbound mail to the Dutch forces is extremely elusive. The above cover was sent from Saarbrucken to a Dutch 

marine in Rotterdam, where it was forwarded to his new posting as a member of the Saar Force himself.



FRENCH FORCES 
Tresor et Postes *_* Saar 

24 March 1919 
9 January 1920 
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As part of the occupation of the Rhineland following the armistice, French forces moved into the Saar territory at the end of 1918. The territory was to be administered by France pending the final plebiscite in the aftermath of World War I scheduled to take place in the Saar on 13 January 1935.



Mittelbexbach FRENCH FORCES 
4 July 1921 Saar 

Tresor et Postes 219 
20 May 1922 

8 August 1923 
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The French were very interested in control of the mines in the Saar; upper cover sent registered by the 

Administration of the French mines at Bexbach to Alsace with appropriate cachet on reverse. Field post office 

219 was assigned to Saarbriicken during the period of the Allied occupation of the Rhineland, which lasted until 

30 June 1930. Normal postage for troops was free, but fees were assessed for special services such as registration. 

The franchise did not apply on mail sent to foreign destinations, i.e. postage due was assessed in Luxembourg.



FRENCH FORCES 
Saar 

Po 

Monsieur Ch. 

Notatre 

70, rue Saint-Lezare 

Examples of military mail sent in the late period of the occupation is troops had been demobilized. Cover is official mail of the Secretary the Saar Territory rent registered to Paris through field post office number 219. 

Tresor et Postes 219 
29 February 1928 

26 March 1928 

uncommon, presumably because most of the 
General of the Government Commission for



ITALIAN FORCES Comando Truppe Italiane nella Saar 

Saar 21 January 1935 

conta DELLE TRUPPR WALIANE NELLA SUR 
_ BATTAGLIONE CARABINIERI REALE 

The final plebiscite in the aftermath of World War I took place in the Saar territory on 13 January 1935. Again, 

Italian troops were sent as part of the interallied forces to oversee the voting as residents decided whether to rejoin 

Germany, be annexed to France or remain separate. The Italians arrived in Saarbriicken on 21 December 1934 

and remained until 26 February 1935.



ITALIAN FORCES Comando Truppe Italiane nella Saar Saar 
13 January 1935 
13 January 1935 
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Preg-mo Signor 
I° Ten. D'Enrico Car. Glusepbé 
Commando Trupe Italiane di slocate-fie lla Sarre, 2° Batt. Granatiert, 
Sarrebruck, 
Tanvi sas zal fae ulPL) Celia Se ee ae 

Uff. Post. Roma 13, 

Mail postmarked on the Plebiscite Day is especially sought after by German collectors. Above are shown a philatelic cover to Italy and an unusual example of an inbound cover from Rome, which happened to be received on the appropriate date. 



ITALIAN FORCES Saarbriicken 

Saar January 1935 
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IL GENERALE COMANDANTE 

Imprinted return address of the "Commanding General of the Italian Contingent in the Saar” on cover mailed in 

civil post office (thus requiring intemational postage, i.e. Fr. 1.50 "Plebiscite" commemorative.)



ITALIAN FORCES Comando Truppe Italiane nella Saar Saar 
5 February 1935 

Registered mail from the Italian troops in the Saar is uncommon. Although ordinary postage was free for mail from the soldiers to Italy, the registration fee was assessed at the domestic rate of 1.75 lire. Note that there was So little demand for registration that blank labels were used, with the name of the town inserted by manuscript.



SWEDISH FORCES Svenska Bataljonen/Saar 
Saar 13 January 1935 
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Sweden, along with Britain, Italy and The Netherlands, sent troops to supervise the Saar plebiscite in what was to 
become a foretaste of today's multinational peacekeeping by the United Nations. A special FPO serviced the 260 
Swedes, and its marking is recorded from 23 December 1934 to 17 February 1935.



SWEDISH FORCES Svenska Bataljonen/Saar 
Saar 2 February 1935 

16 February 1935 
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Registered mail from the Swedish Battalion is encountered more frequently than for other plebiscite contingents. 
In fact, a special printed label was provided, which suggests that a large amount of such mail was anticipated.


