BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office S.120
Allenstein 1 April 1920
15 July 1520
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The First Battalion of the Royal Irish Regiment arrived in Allenstein in the beginning of February 1920 and the
plebiscite to determine whether the territory should be transferred to Poland or remain with Germany was held in
July. The vote was overwhelmingly in favor of Germany, and the forces were withdrawn soon thereafter. FPO
#S.120 was established to handle the mail of the British officers and men. Unit markings shown are those of the
Plebiscite Commission and the Orderly Room of the Royal Irish.



BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office S.120
Allenstein

26 July 1920
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The use of the FPO #S.120 postmark at Allenstein is recorded from 7 February to 13 August 1920. The above
cover has the cachet of the "Commission of Administration and the Plebiscite/Treaty of Versailles/Allenstein."”

which was sufficient for it to travel free of postage during this period.



FRENCH FORCES Allenstein
Allenstein 26 April 1920
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Pursuant to the Treaty of Versailles, a vote was ordered for Allenstein to determine whether the territory would be
transferred to Poland or remain a part of Germany. French presence in this area was limited to the plebiscite
commission staff and guard. Thus no military postal facilities were required. The above cover was endorsed with
the cachet of the "Administrative and Plebiscite Commission/Allenstein.”



Allenstein

JAPANESE MISSION
29 April 1920
23 July 1920

Allenstein

As a member of the Allied powers, Japan was invited to
gation was included in the Interallied Commission for the

German territories. On this b
administration of Allenstein. Philatelic evidence of this participaton is sketchy indeed,
least provide a reference to it.



AMERICAN FORCES Danzig
Danzig 13 March 1919

There is no reference to any U.S. Army personnel being sent to this area. Asa result, the above picture postcard
of Danzig with the notation "Officers Mail" is curious. (The dateline "Dantzig" is how the name of the city is
pronounced in German.) The card was sent by military pouch to Paris, where it entered the mails at Postal
Express Service #975 five days later. The one-word message appears t0 be self-censored by a captain, thus
raising the possibility that the sender was a naval officer.



AMERICAN FORCES U. S. Navy
Danzig 27 March 1919

U. S. Navy Port Office, Danzig, Germany
26 May 1919
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Prior to the establishment of the Free City, U. S. ships used Danzig as one of the ports through which relief
supplies were sent to Germany and Poland. Mail from sailors on the American ships is scarce and can only be
identified by datelining on letters or PO » as in the case of the upper card. A small naval contingent was
established in the port area to coordinate these activities. The example shown of its unit marking is the only one
recorded (Steven & Meyer) and was sent via the Berlin courier to Paris where it entered the mails at APOQ #702.



BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office H.2.
Danzig 1 March 1920
22 April 1920

The Free City of Danzig was established on 10 January 1920 under the protection of the League of Nations. To
assist in the establishment of the new administration and discourage a possible Polish annexation attempt, British
and French forces were sent to Danzig. The British contingent was the 1st battalion of the Royal Fusiliers t0
whom FPO #H.2. was assigned. The use of this postmark is recorded from 16 February to 27 November 1920.
There are only two recorded examples of the special green marking "Allied Administration/Danzig" shown above.



BRITISH FORCES
Danzig

The only recorded
example of the boxed
marking of the Camp
Commandant of the
British General Head-
quarters in Danzig.
Used on cover to the
officer in charge of
records for the 3rd
Battalion of the Royal
Fusiliers in London.

Field Post Office H.2.
9 March 1920




15 June 1920

Field Post Office H.2.

BRITISH FORCES

Danzig

The only recorded example of

the boxed marking in red for

the "D.A.D.R.T.(Deputy Ass't.
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Danzig.



BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office H.2,
Danzig 19 Cctober 1920

Danzig
4 September 1922
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After 24 August 1920, the British forces no longer enjoyed free franking privileges but were subject to the
payment of domestic rates, i.e. 1 penny for postcards and 2 pence for letters up o one ounce. The marking of the
"Allied Boundary Commission/Germany-Poland/British Section” is one of four recorded examples used on mail
posted at FPO #H.2. in Danzig. Lower postcard was mailed by a sailor on H.M S. Dragon during a visit to the
Free City after the FPO had closed on 27 November 1920. .



FRENCH FORCES Poste aux Armees *_*
Danzig 28 May 1920
17 October 1920
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Ch. L.i. B. Nr.i378.

In connection with the establishment of the Free City of Danzig, the 10th Battalion of Chasseurs (light infantry)
was sent to the territory and assigned field post office number 190. The occupation troops were present from
February 1920 to January 1922. Examples of mail from this unit are sought after by Danzig specialists and are
considered very uncommon.



BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office H.2.
Marienwerder 23 March 1920
_ , 16 April 1920
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BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office H.2.
15 May 1920

Marienwerder
25 July 1920
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Although postage was not required on mail from British soldiers at this time, some of the men wanted 10 use the
special Marienwerder stamps as souvenirs on their letters home. These were dutifully cancelled at the FPO and

sent on their way in the examples shown above.



FRENCH FORCES

Grosskrebs
Marienwerder 14 June 1920

Pursuant to the Treaty of Versailles, a vote was to be conducted in Marienwerder 0 determine whether the
territory would be transferred 1o Poland or remain a part of Germany. French presence in this area was limited to

the plebiscite commission staff and guard. Thus, no military postal facilities were t

equired. The above cover
used for official business of the Marienwerder Plebiscite Commission was sent free of postage to Danzig.
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FRENCH FORCES Army Post Office S.120
5 June 1920

Marienwerder
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Cover sent by the French Delegate to the Allied Regulatory Commission in Deutsch Eylau. Addressed to the
French Delegate on the Inter-Allied Railway Commission in Berfin, it was forwarded via the British AP.O.in

Marienwerder. Backstamped at Field Post Office W.2. on 5 June 1920.




FRENCH FORCES Territoire de Memel
28 May 1920

Memel

Le 320,
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Pursuant to the Treaty of Versailles, a French Administration was established in Memel. The 21st Battalion of
Chasseurs (light infantry) was sent to occupy the territory. This unit was serviced by field post office number
150, but in the case of the above examples no postal markings were applied. The occupation Lroops were present



