ANNEXED & PLEBISCITE TERRITORIES

BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office D.1
Eupen-Malmedy 6 December 1918
Field Post Office T.12
15 December 1918

SUPRR SN SRS

|
!
|

o - - 4
o= — Lpocy - g .
Eac E o) -
11\_4-'_., @R ® /r'/n Bt
: \\:‘gvﬁj OE : e C: va -"-[/\'- A ) \
3 IR i - S

. Bremer & C /,/

el
Vepfug von Kn.rl %’ e

4
#

Z:,u)ﬁ
Gnstlerkarten

A

oy oy woyy

a pagaey

Ny ‘apdpe
i

sy o ok o] mg
'smf‘):a udy

T
g

/

uapeazq “'H *qm g “oQ § pﬁuu‘ e s, . A

”‘Z»?ljb’ M‘")CV) (mA/;oa A gy
gy m«m/ MMAJ/U ]

v

i
SE 07@'93744/‘

}j\');;,___~__ l s e -A_.__.,__ e S e B s & @Q.;J
At the beginning of December, British troops crossed into Germany. Included in the territory under their
jurisdiction was the Malmedy area, which was subsequently awarded to Belgium at the Peace Conference. FPO
D.1 was assigned to the 29th Division, which was en route to Cologne, and T.12 to the 6th Division headed for
Bonn. Messages on both Malmedy picture post cards indicate that writers' units had just entered Germany.




BELGIAN ANNEXATION Postes Militaires
Eupen-Malmedy 3 July 1919

% Postes Militaires 9
19 May 1920
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Although Eupen was originally part of the French occupation zone and Malmedy the British sector, the area was
claimed by Belgium during the peace negotations. Belgian forces occupied Eupen in May 1919 and Malmedy in
August. The territory was awarded to Belgium at Versailles and formally annexed on 1 January 1920.



BELGIAN ANNEXATION St. Vith
Eupen-Malmedy 19 January 1920

Eupen
7 March 1920
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On 15 January 1920, a set of seven stamps were overprinted "Eupen & Malmedy" and denominated in German
currency, which was then in circulation in the territory. These stamps were only valid until 19 March, when they
were replaced with stamps denominated in Belgian francs. The low values of this set can be found on commercial
covers, but the high values are only seen philatelicaily.



BELGIAN ANNEXATION Raeren
Eupen-Malmedy 19 July 1920
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To publicize the annexation of Eupen-Malmedy, the Belgian government overprinted definitive and postage due
stamps with the names of the two main towns. The "Malmedy" set was placed on sale on 8 March 1920 and the
"Eupen" issue on 20 March. Inbound example above shows dues used on a letter from the Saar territory.



BELGIAN ANNEXATION Malmedy
Eupen-Malmedy 17 May 1920

- Waimes
10 August 1922
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The "Eupen” and "Malmedy" overprints were valid for postage mterchangeably within the territory (and also in
Belgium proper) untl 30 April 1931. Malmedy examples above show use on registered military cover to Holland

and on money order card.




BRITISH FORCES
Eupen-Malmedy

Allied Boundary Commission
Germany-Belgium
6 December 1920

The Boundary Commission was charged with establishing the new borders by which Eupen and Malmedy would
be included in Belgium. Posted from Liege to England by a member of the British Section.



CZECHOSLOVAK ANNEXATION Hlucin
Hultschin 7 February 1920
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When Czechoslovakia became independent at the end of World War I, essentially all of its territory was carved
out of the former Austro-Hungarian Empire. However, one small area around the village of Hultschin was
transferred from Germany on 4 February 1920. Example above shows cover with mixed Czech-German franking,

which was permitted for a brief period, and German propaganda card protesting the transfer.




FRENCH ANNEXATION Dannemarie
Alsace-Lorraine 14 March 1919
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One of the principal war aims of the French was the liberation of Alsace-Lorraine, which had been annexed to
Germany after the Franco-Prussian War in 1871. As a result, it was treated as French territory from the beginning
and not as part of the occupied zone. Above official mail bears cachets of the "Administration of Alsace" and
"The Administrator of the Sequestration of the Reichsbank."



FRENCH ANNEXATION Mulhouse
Alsace-Lorraine 13 March 1919
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Local official Mail that was sent free of postage from the Administration of the Mulhouse territory (Alsace) to the
Chief of the Customs Service.



FRENCH ANNEXATION Metz
Alsace-Lorraine 14 December 1918
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In the initial phase of the French administration, postal fees could be paid by the use of either French or German
stamps. As shown, mixed franking at an exchange rate of 1 franc = 1 mark was permitted.



FRENCH ANNEXATION Strassburg
23 December 1918
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Although most of the early mail from Alsace-Lorraine was franked with French stamps to denote the new status
of liberation, German equipment such as postmarking devices and registry labels continued in use until

replacements became available.



POLISH ANNEXATION Inowroclaw
Posen 27 August 1919

Poznan
10 October 1919

When Poland became independent at the end of Worid War 1, it received sections of territory carved out of the
former Austro-Hungarian, German and Russian Empires. Its initial postal activities were in the areas around
Warsaw and Lublin. However, under the terms of the Versailles Treaty, Germany was forced to give up Posen
and West Prussia, with plebiscites to be conducted in areas of East Prussia and Upper Silesia. Polish postal
service began in Posen on 1 August 1919 when five stamps overprinted "Polish Posts" were introduced.




POLISH ANNEXATION Gniezno
Posen 24 October 1919

Thom
15 February 1920
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A second set of two provisional overprints on German stamps with values of 5 and 10 pf. was issued at Gniezno
on 2 September 1919. Because of the unsettled political and economic conditions within Poland, including the
war against Soviet Russia, mixed franking of overprints, unoverprinted German and Polish stamps was permitted.
Note that upper cover has Polish postmark and German registry label; lower cover has the opposite.



POLISH ANNEXATION
Posen

Posen
30 August 1919

Poznan
6 September 1919

Bydgoszcz
18 February 1920
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At the time of the transfer of Posen to Poland, only German currency was in circulation in the area. As a result,
German and Polish stamps denominated in pfennigs were used interchangeably. Note the use of German spelling
in the postmark on the upper cover. A week later, an almost identical device but with Polish spelling was in use.

Unoverprinted German postage continued to be valid in Posen officially until mid-1922.




POLISH ANNEXATION Berlin/Kurierstelle
Posen 12 December 1920
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For the benefit of German citizens entitled to social welfare benefits but residing in Posen after it became part of
Poland, a special mail handling commission was established. This commission forwarded the mail to the courier
office in Berlin, from which it was mailed to the appropriate Assistance Office -- in K&nigsberg in this case.



BRITISH FORCES Allied Boundary Commission
Posen Germany-Poland
6 December 1920
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The Boundary Commission was charged with defining the new borders under which Posen and West Prussia
would be included in Poland. Posted via the Army Courier Office in Berlin by a member of the British Section.



