
Tresor et Postes FRENCH FORCES 
Germany 23 January 1919 

Tresor et Postes 230 
22 April 1919 

Tresor et Postes 131 
28 February 1922 
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As called for under the terms of the Armistice, on 1 December 1918 the Allied forces crossed the German frontier 

along a wide front, and by the Sth, the French forces occupied Mainz, where the headquarters for their occupation 

forces was established. Initially, the same postmarks that had been in use on the Wester Front continued in 

service -- usually with numerical designations but sometimes not. The above cards were sent from Germersheim, 

Landau and Cochem, respectively.



Tresor et Postes 77 FRENCH FORCES 

2 June (1919) Germany 

Tresor et Postes 17 
9 May 1919 
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The French occupation forces consisted primarily of the 8th and 10th Amnies, Upper cover originated from the 
"Office of Gen. Degoutte, Commander of the Rhine Army" in Mainz. Lower cover from "Control of the German 
Administration/8th Army" in Landau.



FRENCH FORCES Bani Germany 15 April 1919 
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Although not a part of the zone of occupation, the Allies sent small detachments of troops to Berlin. The inital 
French group was designated as a "Military Mission” in order to avoid the connotation of an occupation force.



FRENCH FORCES 
Germany 

Inter- Allied 
Aeronautical 

Commission 
15 Sept. 1919 
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A smail aeronautical section 
of the Control Commission 
operated out of Berlin, 
using the facilities of the 
Courier Office. Postcard 
above sent from Dresden 
via Berlin. Mail from this 
organization is very elusive 
and highly sought after by 
aerophilatelists.



FRENCH FORCES Rhine Flotilla 
Germany 16 May 1919 

a ° 

emer i se 
bee IE 

= wif 
co MAL em, 
ie eh wT 

ba pak due 69 | 

Ward fae dees 
Sern ' Ba fg . |0 4 Woe: < ; 

; = Quawe 

f effeh lars 
= ma avy 

The occupation forces included a flotilla of motor launches which patroiled the Rhine from their base at Cologne. 

Mail from the Rhine Flotilla received a special circular cachet. Covers with this marking are especially prized by 

collectors of naval mail.



FRENCH FORCES Berlin 
Germany 21 January 1920 

20 July 1923 
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The French did not establish a milita 
authorities were assigned to duty there. Above cachets and imprinted comer card of the "Interallied Military Control Commission" are representative of the types of markings used to identify these units. 

Ty post office in Berlin, although various agencies of the occupation



FRENCH FORCES 
Germany 

Hotei KAISERHOF-E€SSEN (Ruhr) 
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In connection with the dispute over payment of the reparations called for in the Treaty, Allied forces took control 
of important facilities in the Ruhr. Upper card from Essen shows the cachet of the “Interallied Mission for 
Control of Factories and Mines." Lower cover indicates that the payments were still being disputed in 1928, thus 

COMMISSION ARBIT 
{. POUR EVALUATION DES PRES- 

TATIONS DES ARTICLES 8-12 DE 
“L'ARRANGEMENT RHENAN . 
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requiring an Arbitration Commission. 

Tresor et Postes 3 
4 March 1923 

Poste aux Armees 131 
24 November 1928 
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FRENCH FORCES Tresor et Postes 237 
Germany 23 February 1923 

Tresor et Postes 3 

7 April 1923 

Tresor et Postes 22 
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The "Tresor et Postes” markings were in general use in Germany from 1918 to 1924. More than 40 different numbers have been recorded but not all identified as to specific location. As occupation duty became more routine, unit markings appeared on mail, including the "18th Regiment of Algerian Sharpshooters” shown above. The troops were named the "French Amy of the Rhine," and this designation (or "A.F.R." in abbreviated form) was often used in the cachets. Above cards sent from Trier (top and bottom) and Dusseldorf.



FRENCH FORCES Tresor et Postes 180 
Germany 4 December 1923 

Postcards and letters sent by the troops were free of postage. In fact, on 12 June 1923, the franchise was extended 
to railway workers and postal agents assigned to the Armee du Rhin. However, the use of special services, such 
as registration, required payment of fees, thus stamps had to be stocked in the military post offices.



FRENCH FORCES Poste aux Armees 3 
Germany 2 September 1924 

As before, fees on registered mail were required to be paid by the troops. Above letter sent from APO 3 in Dusseldorf to Paris required 85 centimes.



FRENCH FORCES Poste aux Anmees 207 

21 June 1924 

Poste aux Armees 192 
26 August 1924 

Poste aux Armees 3 
18 September 1924 
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In 1924, a new designation reading "Army Mail" was introduced on the postmarks of the AFR. Above cards sent 
from Duisburg, Germersheim and Dusseldorf (the latter by a military chaplain).



FRENCH FORCES Regulation of Railways 
Germany 23 February 1924 

16 October 1925 
25 December 1926 
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Regulation of railways was an important function of the occupation authorities. A substantial number of administrative markings are recorded, including those shown above from Mainz, Coblenz and the Palatinate (the Bavarian portion of the Rhineland). 



FRENCH FORCES Postes Armees Entrepot 
Germany 28 January 1925 
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One other type of marking was used at the railway stations in Cologne and Mainz. The lower cover shows an 
unusual version of the postmark, both as to wording and lack of date in the middle. There is receiving mark of 
Villerupt on 20 June 1930, which means that the letter was sent very late in the occupation period. 



Poste aux Armees 180 FRENCH FORCES he y 
9 September 1926 
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Allied forces were stationed in the Rhineland until 30 June 1930. Above examples of mail from the late period of 
the occupation are from the French Red Cross at Wiesbaden, a military hospital at Bad Ems and the 6th heavy 
cavalry regiment at Trier.



ITALIAN FORCES Posta Militare 172 
Germany 1 June 1919 

6 August 1919 
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The first Italian forces to enter Germany following World War I were troops attached to the French Amy, which 
advanced through Belgium into the Rhineland area of Germany after the armistice. One such unit was the 51st 
Infantry, which used fieldpost station number 172. This marking is recorded as having been active in Germany 
from 12 March to 18 August 1919. The picture postcard shows a view of Bergzabermn (Rhine Pfalz).



ITALIAN FORCES Berlin 
Germany June 1919 

6 June 1919 
™ September 1919 
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if lag des Aktlen-Vereins des Zoologischen Garten zu Berlin. 

In order to "show the flag," a small detachment was created as the Italian Military Mission in Germany and sent 
as part of the interallied forces to occupy the former enemy capital. No fieldpost station was activated, and most 
of the mail went by French courier via Paris. The special cachet of the Mission exists in blue, violet and black.


