BELGIAN FORCES
Germany

Postes Militaires 6
22 June 1919

Postes Militaires 1
17 March 1920
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Prior to the issuance of special overprints for the occupation zone, normal Belgian stamps were used to pay
required postal charges, as above for a post card from Neuss to Switzerland. Later, they continued to be valid as
shown in the example of a mixed franking to pay postage and registration fee on a letter from Aachen to France.
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Examplés of the special stamps overprinted "Gexmany"

destinations -- from PM 1 at Aachen to Czechoslovakia
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used to pay the postage on military mail sent to foreign
and France shown above.

10 July 1923
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Duisburg
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3 May 1923
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Detachment of Duisburg,”

rize

"sanctions territory" from March 19

The cover above is official mail with cachet of the "Headquarters of the Occupation

parations payments
while the picture post card of Duisburg has cachet of the "Detachment of the Ruhr.”

When the German government fell behind in its re
occupy the city of Duisburg in the Ruhr Valley as a



BELGIAN FORCES Inbound Mail
August 1921

Germany
17 July 1924
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Mail addressed to members of the Belgian Army of Occupation in Germany is many times scarcer than cards and
letters sent home by the troops. The card from Switzerand is even more unusual in that it was sent to a soldier in

the sanctions force occupying the Ruhr Valley.



BRITISH FORCES ' Field Post Office T.12
Germany 31 December 1918
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14 January 1919
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The first elements of the British Army of Occupation entered Germany on 1 December 1918. In the initial period
extending through January or February, mail was postmarked with the field postmarks brought along from
Belgium and France. FPO T.12 was used by the 6th Division stationed near Bonn and 165 was used by the
Guards Division at Cologne. Cachets of military units are unusual; cover with H.C.1 has marking of the Deputy
Assistant Director of Postal Services for the V Corps in Cologne.
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In total, over 200 different postmarks are recorded as being used by the British Army of Occupation, some for
very brief periods. FPO 49 was used by the 2nd Division during January, but a new D.2. postmark was issued in
the following month. #D.1. was used by the 1st Division at Bonn during February and March.




BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office H.9
Germany ‘ 19 June 1919

Field Post Office 88
24 June 1919

Field Post Office H.6
22 December 1919
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In preparation for the demobilization of a substantial portion of the forces, on 2 April 1919 the occupation troops
were renamed the British Army of the Rhine (BAOR), and this designation soon showed up in return addresses.
FPO 88 was used by the Southern Division at Coblenz. #H.6 was at the HQ of VI Corps at Diiren and H.9 at HQ
of the IX Corps at Euskirchen.
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In addition to the Field Post Offices, which often moved from place to place, there were stationary offices called
Army Post Offices. APO R.62 (62nd Division) was stationed at Schleiden and S.120 in Diren. G.R (German
Railhead) was located in the main railway station in Cologne; it processed the above registered cover which
originated with the Interallied Control Commission at Miinster.
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Germany 17 December 1918
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Forces from other parts of the British Empire fought on many fronts during the war, with units from Canada and
New Zealand being assigned to occupation duty. The Ist Canadian Division entered Germany on 5 December
1918 and was withdrawn to Belgium by 18 January 1919. Its mail was processed by APO R.P.1 at Siegburg. The
2nd Canadian Division entered Germany on 9 December and was relieved by the British X Corps on 28
December; it used FPO T.35 at Cologne. FPO 3.Z was used by the 3rd Brigade of the New Zealand Division for
about two months. Examples of mail sent by these units is sought after by specialists but difficult to find.



BRITISH FORCES Army Post Office S.40
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19 December 1920
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APO S.40 at Cologne served as the base post office for the entire BAOR. Most of the FPOs had been closed
down by November 1919 as the size of the occupation force was sharply reduced, although a few remained in
operation until February or March 1920. Mail of the occupation troops could be sent free of postage until 25
August 1920, when domestic postal rates (then 2d for surface letters or 3d for airmail) was required.
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Most of the activity of the Interallied Control Commission was centered in the occupied Rhine area. The cachet
of the Rhineland High Commission was in use for an extended period. Above examples all mailed through the

British field post office S.40 in Cologne.
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The Inter-Allied Control Commission had numerous branches in various areas of Germany. Above examples
show cachets of the Armaments Sub-Commission in Hannover, Frankfurt and Cologne -- all mailed through the
British field post offices in Cologne.
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Army Post Office S.40
18 December 1919

5 July 1920
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The base post office handled mail for a wide variety of functions related to the occupation forces, including the
Military Permit Office, Command Pay Office and Liaison Office. Each of these had its own official cachet for

use on mail, permitting it to be sent free of postage or (later) at domestic rates.



BRITISH FORCES Army Post Office S.40
Germany
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Additional functional activities of the occupation forces having their own individual cachets, included the General
Staff, Mechanical Transport Depot and Rhine Army Dairy Farm (!)



BRITISH FORCES Army Post Office S.40

Germany 13 December 1919
13 March 1920
19 December 1920
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Administrative markings related to specific activities in Cologne, including the City Commissioner and two
different types for the Ministry of Munitions Disposal Board.



BRITISH FORCES Army Post Office S.40

Germany 10 August 1920
20 December 1920
8 September 1923
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To care for the spiritual needs of the troops, special personnel were assigned to the occupation forces. Items

above reflect mail from the Principal Chaplain and Principal Matron of the BAOR, as well as the "Imperial War
Graves Commission/Rhine Army."



