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After August 1919, the only post office remaining in operation in Germany was APO #927 in Coblenz. 



AMERICAN FORCES Third Army 
Germany 8 April 1919 

4 June 1919 
ier 

Shee td, Cogn : ~ i Daren am ee. ee = AMERICAN Y. W.C.A. HOSTESS HOUSE L=<-#7f =| 
TRIER"SCHER HOF 

COBLENZ. 

’ 
a 

en SF el AA 

ERICAN Y. W.C. A. HOSTESS HG USSR 
. WESTEND HOTEL - 

- NEUENAHR. 

Properly identified military mail was postage free, but letters sent by private citizens, including members of relief 
organizations (as above from an American Red Cross worker) were subject to payment of domestic postage rates.
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Machine cancellations were used at APO #927 in Coblenz, the only station in Germany deemed likely to process 
enough mail to justify the installation. The initial type of marking with wavy line killer was issued in 1919 and 
used until September 1920. 
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Two variations with slogan killers were used in connection with the machine cancellations at APO #927 in 
Coblenz. The first, referring to recruitment for the Army of Occupation, is recorded as used from November 1920 to May 1921. The second, urging that mail be addressed correctly, was used from April 1921 to February 1922. Upper cover is unusual in that it shows the retum address of a U.S. member of the Allied Waterway Commission.
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The United States maintained a small military mission office in Berlin during 1919. The only special marking 
recorded as used by this unit is shown on the upper cover.
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The latest and most elusive 
postmark introduced for the 
occupation forces had the 
letters "A.F.G." in a circle in 
the center of the killer bars. 
Only a few examples are 
recorded, ranging from 10 
January to 8 March 1923. 
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Unit cachets on AEF mail are quite unusual. Mowhves they do appear a as receiving marks oni incoming letters and 

cards, as used above by the offices of the Chief Quartermaster of the 3rd Army and Civil Affairs of the AFG.
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gent, an officer and four soldiers, and the office was 
gle room in the AFG building. Some of the troops elected to send mail through the German civil postal system, which was probably more efficient by that time. 

By June 1922, the postal personnel had been reduced to one a 
relocated from the German GPO in Coblenz to a sin 
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The first fieldpost office for the Belgian forces in the Rhineland opened in Aachen in December 1918 and 
remained in operation until 27 November 1929. Note cachets on the above cards for the “Interallied High 
Commission for the Rhineland" and "Guard of Honor Detachment of the Belgian High Commissioner” (which 
reportedly consisted of an officer, 5 non-coms and 26 enlisted men).
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The Belgian forces in the Rhineland initially opened eight numbered fieldpost offices in the major towns. 
Postmarks were inscribed "Military Post" in French and Flemish. PM #1 was located in Aachen, the largest city 
in the Belgian zone of occupation. Manuscript and cachet denote origin at "Aix-la-~Chapelle” (Aachen).
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Except for those in Aachen and Minchengladbach, the Belgian fieldpost offices in Germany were closed down in 
December 1925 and January 1926. Examples of mail from other towns in the occupation zone, including Crefeld, 
Gelder, Neuss and Moers, respectively, are shown. 
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Several additional field post stations were opened for the Belgian forces in 1920, including those shown above at Duisburg, Lager Elsenborn and Gladbeck.
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Picture post card and cover show manuscript endorsements of the "Belgian Mission to the British Amny on the 
Rhine" and the “Interallied Commission of Navigation." The former was carried by pouch from Cologne in the 
British zone and placed in the mails at the Belgian field post office. The latter was mailed via the British military 
post office (G.R. = German Railhead) in Cologne.
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Official mail showing comer cards of the Amy of Occupation for the 4th (Belgian) Zone and the Belgian Service for Industrial Restitution.. Such official mail was free of postage if sent to Belgium or within the occupied zone .
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Commercial mail with comer cards of the "Belgian Commissioners of the Interallied High Commission for the 
Rhineland." Postage was required on the cover to Switzerland. Examples of Official Registered mail are unusual



BELGIAN FORCES Postes Militaires 
Germany 9 October 1919 

While postcards and letters up to 20 grams to and from the troops were free of postage, on 20 September 1919 the 
Beigian government issued 14 values overprinted "Germany" to pay other postal charges in the occupied territory. 
(The other occupying powers did not issue special stamps.) The high values of this set are almost never seen on 
covers, except philatelic ones.


