THE ALLIED OCCUPATION OF GERMANY 1918 - 1935

On 11 November 1918, there was a great celebration as the First World War ended with the signing of
the Armistice between Germany and the Allied Powers. The fighting had lasted for more than four
years, involving dozens of countries and resulting in millions of casualties. In its aftermath, the old
European imperial system of geopolitics collapsed, with the overthrow of the Austro-Hungarian,
German, Russian and Turkish Empires and their replacement by a large contingent of smaller, weaker
and more nationalistic entities. Partly as a result of the harsh terms imposed by the victors, the
economies of the defeated powers (and some of the victors) proved fragile, inflation ran rampant and
political power in a number of significant countries was subsequently seized by totalitarian regimes --
including the National Socialists in Germany. In the end, the "war to end all wars" proved to be a
dream, and a new and even bloodier conflict was to follow just 20 years later.

This exhibit tells the story of the occupation through contemporary postal material, starting with the
signing of the Armistice, including mail sent by Armistice Commissioners and Peace Delegations. The
largest portion of the exhibit details the use of the military postal systems set up by the Allied powers
(American, Belgian, British, French and Italian) during the occupation period from December 1918
through mid-1930, including the showing of administrative markings used by a large number of
regulatory and supervisory bodies, which entitled their mail to preferential treatment -- free at first and
at domestic rates later in the occupation period. The last section of the exhibit shows mail from all of
the former German territories that were annexed to other countries or whose ownership became subject
to plebiscite. The final chapter in the story relates to the mail of the supervisory forces sent to carry out
the plebiscite in the Saar Territory in January 1935.

An American soldier mailed this cover to the U.S.A. on Armistice Day 1918 via APO #785, then located at Allerey, France. Examples of
such mail are sought after by specialists but difficult to find as the staffs at the military post offices were apparently more active in
celebrating than in processing letters and cards on that particular day.
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THE ALLIED OCCUPATION OF GERMANY 1918 - 1935

I. Armistice & Peace Delegations III. Annexed & Plebiscite Territories
A. German A. Annexed Lands:
B. American 1. Belgium - Eupen-Malmedy
C. Belgian 2. Czechoslovakia - Hultschin
D. British 3. France - Alsace-Lorraine
E. French 4. Poland - Posen
F.Italian
B.Plebiscite Lands
II. Occupation of Germany 1. Allenstein
A. American Forces 2. Danzig
B. Belgian Forces 3. Marienwerder
C. British Forces 4. Memel
D. French Forces 5. Saar
E. Italian Forces

6. Upper Silesia

Cover with cachet of the German Peace Delegation postmarked at Versailles 28 June 1919, the day that the Peace Treaty was signed.



ARMISTICE & PEACE

ARMISTICE DAY 11 November 1918

yv:
e On ACTIVE sézw:cs ST A el T
o - . Lol o T e ~a_ |
Ieamtmnu/m‘s(r'mstm:b: __/\ e _,/rr:-\\ h“/,:':——“::\«'

i : .—'—..)/‘ . p '-'_" - ' W
L DoRrTAL = ) =

"POST CARDa ~ |

House, Burnes, London, S.W.

At the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month of 1918, the German representatives signed the
Armistice Agreement in a railway car in the Forest of Compiegne. This brought an end to what was known then
as "The Great War,” which had involved tens of millions of soldiers and sailors on three continents. Military
mail posted on this date has long been considered scarce, perhaps because the postal staffs were more interested in
celebrating than processing the mail, as noted by Sanford in his book on The Mail of the A.E.F. published in 1940.



ARMISTICE COMMISSION Deutsche Feldpost C
Spa 31 January 1919

Deutsches Postamt Spa
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The German Delegation signed the Armistice agreement drawn up by the Allied powers on 11 November 1918,
bringing the First World War to an end. One of its terms specified that Germany would withdraw all of its forces
to the east of the Rhine River within a month. The territory between the existing front lines and the Rhine would
be taken over by American, Belgian, British and French troops, thus initiating the Allied occupation of Germany.
Headquarters for the German Commission overseeing the terms of the Armistice was established at S pa, Belgium,
where a special post office was provided.
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Registered cover showing the use of the elusive specially imprinted registry label for mail from the Armistice

Commission in Spa,
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Plagued with revolt by Communist sympathizers, the German Nav

_ i y had actually surrendered to Admi
on the HA.M.S. Queen Elizabeth on the day before the formal Armistice agreement was signed. ’IhedIiIn;\I;z;l i%a?g
Own representatives on the Amistice Commission at Spa, as indicated by the special marking shown above



ARMISTICE COMMISSION Deutsche Feldpost C
Disseldorf

17 October 1919

Deutsches Postamt Spa
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The headquarters within Germany of the Ammistice Commission was established in Diisseldorf . Mail could be
sent free of postage if its official character were indicated. Postcard above refers to the regulation of 11
December 1918 to confer such status, while the cover has the official corner card of the commission. Although
the Spa postmark was used in this case, a special marking for Diisseldorf was applied nearby.




ARMISTICE COMMISSION Frankfurt (Main)

Frankfurt am Main 10 April 1919
10 November 1919
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A sub-commission of the Armistice Commission was established in Frankfurt am Main. Mail could be sent free of
postage if its official character were indicated, although a fee was required for services, such as special delivery in
the case above. The marking on the lower cover refers to a "Commission for the Return of Machinery and
Material (presumably that had been removed from Belgium and Northemn France).
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ARMISTICE COMMISSION Spa
Posen 28 June 1919
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A second sub-commission of the Armistice Commission was established in Posen (now Poznan in Poland) to
oversee the cessation of hostilities on the Eastern Front. Cover addressed to State Minister Mathias Erzberger, the
head of the German Armistice Commission.



PEACE DELEGATION

Deutsche Friedensdelegation
Versailles

2 June 1919
11 June 1919
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A special post office was established for the use of the German delegates to the Peace Conference at Versailles.
Note that the special seal of the Delegation still included the imperial eagle, even though the Kaiser and Crown
Prince had abdicated some months earlier. Official Registered mail from this period is scarce.



Berlin
19 July 1919
3 November 1919
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After the signing of the treaty, the German Post Office for its Peace Delegation was closed down. Mail of the
functionaries carrying out the terms of the treaty was carried by diplomatic pouch to Berlin, where it entered the

mails at the Cabinet post office in the Reichstag building or a Courier office in the W3 district.



PEACE DELEGATION

Berlin
Versailles 7 February 1920

23 April 1920
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As the work of the administrators continued, the office was m

cachet issued, showing the new version of the eagle of the Weimar republic. Mail continued to be sent by pouch
to the W8 Courier office. Registered mail showing this usage is very elusive.




PEACE COMMISSION Paris
Paris 28 February 1919
Postal Express Service 975

1 March 1919
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The American Commission to Negotiate Peace was established shortly after the signing of the Armistice. Its
headquarters was established at the Hotel Crillon in Paris. Mail could be sent by commission members, staff and
military guards through either the Military Postal Express Service or in the French postal system, but the payment

of postage was required in the latter case.



PEACE COMMISSION
Paris
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American Commission to
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Germany subgroup being unrecorded in The Postal History of the A.E.F.,1917-1923.
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Military Postal Express Service 702

28 April 1919
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Special imprinted envelopes of the American Commission to Negotiate Peace, the one printed for the Mission for



PEACE COMMISSION Postal Express Service 975
Paris 7 April 1919
12 May 1919
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A special numbered post branch of the Postal Express Service was established for the American Commission to
Negodate Peace Reported dates of use of its postmark are from 20 December 1918 to 21 August 1919.



PEACE COMMISSION Postal Express Service 975
Aprl 1919
3 May 1919
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975 of the Postal Express Service

Registered mail inbound and outbound passed through the special branch No.
established for the Peace Commission. Such examples are substantiaily more elusive than ordinary mail.



