CAROLINE ISLANDS
JAPANESE OCCUPATION

Under an agreement with Great Britain, Japan was assigned the task of capturing the German Pacific colonies north
of the Equator. This included the Carolines, Marianas and Marshalls (except for Nauru). At the sale time, the
Australians and New Zealanders attacked those to the south, i.e. Nauru, New Guinea and Samoa. As a result,
Japanese naval forces landed at Ponape, the capital, met no resistance and took possession on 7 October 1914.

Ponape
7 October 1914
11 December 1915
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Picture postcard (of a waterfall on Ponape) with a German adhesive is considered to be a souvenir of the first day of
the Japanese occupation. Cover below has a Japanese adhesive with typewritten overprint of "L.J.O. Ponape" which
was reportedly authorized by the Japanese naval commander on the island. However, their use was discontinued at
the request of the Department of Communications when their existence became known in Tokyo. The postmark reads
"Ponape/Imperial Naval Post Office."




CAROLINE ISLANDS Ponape
Japanese Occupation 14 July 1916
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Occasionally, philatelically-produced items involving the typewritten "1.J.O. Ponape" overprints and new value in
sen on stamps and postal cards of the German Carolines are encountered. These were tolerated by the local
authorities but were never approved by the Communications Ministry. Thus, they should be viewed essentially
as souvenirs of the occupation.




CAROLINE ISLANDS Ponape
Japanese Occupation 16 October 1916
21 July 1917

7?3 : Yo ko hana.

>
-
S

X o
“,x.

M
S

by

T

b s,
8.6 (G

(4 T“s
ol
Ry

.
&g

Non-philatelic mail does exist from the occupation period, but it is very elusive. Upper cover sent from a trader
on Ponape to a German-named commercial firm in Yokohama. Lower example shows a postage-free registered
cover to a German sailor from S.M.S. Jaguar, then a POW at Narashino Camp in Japan, an extremely unusual
usage not seen previously by exhibitor. :




CAROLINE ISLANDS

Ponape
Japanese Occupation 7 October 1919
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These postcards, depicting scenes on Ponape, were written in 1914 and were apparently in the Ponape post office
awaiting a mail steamer at the time of the Japanese invasion. When mail service to Belgium was restored in 1919,
they were postmarked with the Japanese cds for the 8th year, 10th month of the Taisho reign and forwarded. The

German postage was accepted, but the upper card with only a 5 pf. stamp was underpaid and marked "T" for
postage due. Received in Belgium a month later.




CAROLINE ISLANDS Ponape
Japanese Occupation 30 July 1920
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This censored fieldpost cover was postmarked at the "Ponape/Imperial Naval Post Office." It is an example of
unusual inter-unit military mail from a member of the South Pacific Defense Corps, Ponape (per return address on
reverse) to a soldier of the 51st Regiment, 6th Company in Mie, Japan.




CAROLINE ISLANDS : Palau
Japanese Occupation ) 30 July 1916
3 January 1921

The Carolines cbvered a vast area in the Central Pacific, and there were at least three islands of some importance
~ besides Ponape. The above fieldpost covers were sent free of postage and bear the postmark inscribed
"Palau/Imperial Naval Post Office."




Truk
18 April 1916

CAROLINE ISLANDS
Japanese Occupation

Teuk-Station der dJaluit- (iesellschaﬁ Truk.
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Example of commercial registered mail sent from the Truk Branch of the Jaluit Company to Yokohama. The

postmark in inscribed "Truk/Imperial Naval Post Office."


































