CAMEROONS
FRENCH OCCUPATION

Following a naval bombardment, Allied troops landed at Duala, the capital of German Kamerun, which surrenders on
27 September 1914. However the German militia (Schutztruppe) retreated inland and continued to resist for an
extended period. The last defenders crossed the border into internment in Spanish Rio Muni on 17 February 1916.
The colony was divided into French and British zones for administrative purposes, with the French receiving the
largest portlon to the east.
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Colonne du Cameroun
October 1914

Initially, the invading forces did not have fieldpost markings, so a three-line provisional handstamp was used as an
authorizing cachet and postal marking. The literature (Waugh & Luft) regards this marking as rare and notes that it
was used only on early military franchise mail. These examples sent to England and France, respectively. Upper
cover endorsed on reverse as sent by a Doctor in the French Field Hospital.




Tresor et Postes/aux Armees

CAMEROONS .
French Occupation - 14 October 1915
12 December 1915
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A second provisional cachet was provided and used on military mail for an extended time -- at least into 1916. It
was undated and inscribed "Paymaster and Postal Officer/from the Army" and applied in purple or black. Above

usages from members of the Cameroon Column to France.




CAMEROONS . Tresor et Postes/aux Armees
French Occupation 11 January 1915

Ngaundere
August 1915

Jaunde
23 September 1916

23.9. 186
Camer onun)

A third military postmark was provided, again inscribed "Paymaster and Postal Officer/from the Army" but with
"Cameroun" below and the date in the middle, applied here in blue. Two provisional markings for civil post
offices but used on military letters to France are shown below.




CAMEROONS Colonne du Sud Cameroun
French Occupation 25 September 1915
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One French column from Gabon was attempting to chase down the remaining Germans in the southern
Cameroons. This cover to France from an officer in the group is shown with a dateline indicating that it was

written at Eboro on 25 September. It was carried by messenger and turned in at the nearest French post office at
Mitzig, Gabon ten days later. Mail from this small unit is highly elusive.




CAMEROONS Tresor et Postes/aux Armees
French Occupation 22 February 1916
25 February 1916

For use on civil mail and to pay fees for special services on military mail, the current definitives of Gabon were
overprinted "Corps Expeditionnaire/Franco-Anglais/Cameroun"and placed on sale in November 1915. These
were not sold to the public but affixed to letters by the postal clerks as required.




CAMEROONS ' Tresor et Postes/aux Armees
French Occupation . _ , : 14 February 1916

Yaounde
18 June 1916

Lower cover has a provisional postmark of Yaounde (Jaunde) -of 28 June, but the postage was afﬁxed and
cancelled in Duala and the letter sent to Bordeaux via French mail steamship.


































