ALLIED OCCUPATION OF THE FORMER
GERMAN COLONIES 1914 - 1922

When the First World War broke out in August 1914, Germany had ten colonies spread around in
Africa, on the Chinese mainland and in the Pacific. The Allies considered it important to capture these
territories, both for political reasons and to deny the Germans bases for potential aggressive action. In
particular, they were concerned about the long-range radio stations which could give instructions to the
commerce raiders on the high seas. As a result, plans were drawn up for the invasion of these territories.
The results were mixed, with no real resistance in the Pacific colonies, a few months for Kiauchau and
Togo, and a year or more for the Cameroons and South West Africa. Only in East Africa were the
Germans able to continue their military activity throughout the entire war, albeit on a guerrilla basis in
1917 and 1918, thus tying down up to 100,000 or more Allied troops needed on other fronts.

This exhibit tells the story of the Allied activity in the colonies through contemporary postal material,
starting with first attacks and continuing through the occupation and immediate postwar periods,
including the disposition of the colonies by the Peace Commission. The exhibit is laid out
geographically, starting with Togo and moving eastward to the Cameroons, German South West Africa
and German East Africa, before going along Asia to Kiauchau and then across the Pacific. Within each
colony, the material is organized by occupying contingent, with the most important shown first. Within
the contingents, the pages are essentially chronological, generally with military mail shown first,
followed by covers franked with the stamps used during the occupation, postal stationery, and special
usages, including official and POW mail. East Africa is the largest section because the campaign lasted
the longest and was the most complicated, involving troops from four Allied countries as well as sub-
groups, such as the naval occupation of Mafia, Nyasaland Field Force and Lake Tanganyika Flotilla.

This military cover was mailed early in the war within South Africa, from Capetown to Port Elizabeth. It bears an unusual cachet
inscribed "German War/O.C. (Officer Commanding) Prince Alfred's Guard/Official Free." This use of "German War" is the
only such reference seen by the exhibitor from any Allied country. It served both as an endorsement of free postage
and as an indication that the letter had been censored. Only a few examples of this marking are recorded.



TOGO
FRENCH OCCUPATION |

The Allies moved against the German colonies almost immediately after the declaration of war. In West Africa,
there was little resistance as the British moved into Togo from Gold Coast and the French from Dahomey. The
capital of Lome fell to the British on 6 August 1914, and the French captured Anecho and Sansane-Mangu on the
8th. The final surrender of the Germans took place at Kamina on 27 August 1914, with the Allies dividing the
colony for administrative purposes -- the French taking the eastern portion based on Anecho.
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No military post offices operated in Togo, but the old German postmarks continued in use in the civil offices at least
into 1919. A variety of franking was permitted, including unoverpnnted German Togo and French Dahomey issues
as well as the same overprinted "Occupation franco-anglaise."
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During the occupation period, mail from the troops could be sent free with a proper endorsement in manuscript or
applied by cachet. Lower card shows the highly elusive unit cachet (of which five or six examples are recorded)
inscribed "Military Commandant/French Troops/of Occupation of Togo."
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The first issue for occupied Togo came in October 1914 and consisted of overprints on German stamps with the
inscription "Occupation/franco-anglais" and surcharged m French currency. Most of these overprints were

printed in very limited quantities.
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In addition to overprinting the German stamps, postal cards were so treated. In addition, stamps of Dahomey were
also valid, being used to pay the registration fee on two of the cards shown above.
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Unoverprinted stamps of Dahomey were accepted for payment of postage during the occupation period, as
attested by their use on registered letters to England and France as shown above.
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As the overprinted German Togo stamps became depleted, overprints reading "Togo/Occupation/franco-/anglais"

were made on Dahomey stamps and issued in 1916.


































