SERBIA I1

The second invasion of Serbia began on 5 October 1915. The Central Powers were much better prepared this
time, and their forces included not only Austro-Hungarian but also Bulgarian and German troops. Belgrade fell
on 10 October, and when the Bulgarians captured Skoplje on 21 October, the possibility of Allied reinforcements
from Salonica was eliminated. Thus, the Serbs were forced to retreat through the mountains to Albania.
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The main Austrian FPO in Serbia was #131 operated at Belgrade. On 6 March 1916 a set of Bosnian stamps was
issued with diagonal overprint "Serbia" for the occupied territory; examples used on cover are uncommon,
especially with the first day postmark as shown above.
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An initial occupation set with horizontal overprint "Serbia" had been prepared at the time of the first Austrian
invasion of Serbia in 1914 but remained unissued due to the successful Serb counterattack. It is sometimes
derisively known as the "Potiorek" issue -- after the General who suffered the defeat at the hands of the Serbians.
The second series was prepared with a diagonal "Serbia" in order to give greater visibility to the overprint, but i in
1916 both issues were placed on sale simultaneously.

While properly franked covers with the diagonally overprinted stamps are scarce, those with horizontal overprint
are extremely elusive, with the 50 heller (in a mixed franking with other stamps on an insured value letter) on the

lower cover being the only example seen by exhibitor.
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On 6 March 1916, the Austrian authorities opened postal facilities in Belgrade and five other locations. These
were followed by additional locations in subsequent months until a total of 47 were in operation, each office being

provided with a cds showing the name of the specific town.

Note use of field post stamp to pay money order fee for 40 kronen being sent to a Serbian internee in Hungary.

Addressee could not be located and document was eventually retumed to the sender.
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Belgrad
1 October 1918

‘ff‘f‘g:"%‘: 1

=

: gb Pu)}_h%{_um wird im eigenen Interesse aufgefordert, die Telegramme

mse)r;imh\, \vclm,qguch;mlt Tinte, niederzuschrsiben und genau zu adressieren.

Es eifplieht sich, Name und Adresse des Abscnders auf diesem Blankette
=

=
&
o :
Q =
e~ -
AN b
S
- & > S
L1 A >
: X g3 =
i b ) 5
V| e \ L
Y S i
| : 3 ;
e =
2 ;
E e . N :
s Pw NN :
38 : =
B =
& 5
B
0 o -
Yo :
2 =
e [~ s NE
& . = S
= e SR & .
3 S Sy B
5 ~- & =
® =8 Sealis ey «
r 3 o — =
2 @ 3 -
s = . i |
o9 2 g o s
. ™ 3 T
. £ 3 .
3 iy 5o T
g @ 56 i -
3 e

Only one Hungarian-type postmark (with crown of St. Stephen in the bars at the top).was used in occupied Serbia.

It was intended for telegrams and shows a "T" in the lower segment. Above usage on a complete telegraph
form sent by a department of the military government in Belgrade is exceptional.
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‘Brus in Serbien
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Cacak
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Fieldpost card has no military unit cachet, thus payment of 5 heller postage was required. Field post stamps were
also used to pay postage on registered letter to the Red Cross in Belgrade.





































