
BELGIUM-NORTHERN FRANCE 

Although not meaningfully involved on the Western Front, some specialized Austrian units were sent to Belgium 
and Northem France. The most noteworthy of these were the heavy artillery units which specialized in fortress 
bombardment with huge howitzers produced at the Skoda Works. 

Austro-Hungarian Forces 

J-orrespondance _- 

Feldpostkorrespondenzkarte. 
ie | 
x = # ve 

Festungsartilleriebataillon 
12 January 1915 

Art. Abschn. Kmdo. West 
3 January 1917 

Etappenstelle West 
1918 

Expéditeur 
SS 
. | fe ee, oe saiee 

xX % PP 5 OY (7 SRM Mtn 412 Ss o 

CARTE POSTALE 
POSTKAART 

IMPRIME 
DRUKWERK 

Porto 
Partie réservée & la correspondance 

(Cy. Biffer les mentions inutiles 

| mn o 
Agresse du destinataire 

pEPosé 

Mail from these units is especially elusive.
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Austro-Hungarian Forces 1 March 1917 
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Example of registered official mail with corner card of the Austro-Hungarian Commissioner at the Imperial 
German General-Gouvernment in Brussels. A very elusive usage.



POLAND II 

After a winter of stalemate, the Germans and Austrians mounted an offensive in the spring of 1915 which broke 
through the Russian lines on the Dunajec River and resulted in the liberation of Przemysl and Lemberg in June. A 
second phase of the offensive succeeded in driving the Russians out of Poland entirely by the middle of August. 
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Shown above are examples of fieldpost usage during the 1915 campaign in Poland.
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Once all of Russian Poland was occupied by the Central Powers, the territory was divided in half horizontally for 
administrative purposes. The southern area, known as the "General Gouvernement Lublin," was occupied by 
Austria-Hungary. The northern portion, known as the "General Gouvernement Warsaw," by Germany. 

Shown above are examples of official mail of the Austrian authorities. 
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POLAND Warschau 
Austro-Hungarian Forces 17 June 1916 
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Although the Austrian administrative area was in southern Poland, various commissions were active in the 
German zone in the north. Above registered official mail shows corner card of the Austro-Hungarian Trade 
Representative and post cards have two different cachets of delegate of the Army High Command in Warsaw.
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Throughout the war, some Austro-Hungarian units were stationed in northern Poland even though that area was 
under German administration. Above examples of fieldpost cards were mailed from Warsaw and Lodz.
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The first Etappenpost offices in Poland opened in March 1915 at Dabrowa and Novo Aleksandrya. Belchatow 
(shown above) was a relatively early office, opening in June 1915.
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As in the other occupied territories under the Etappenpost system, postage was free for military letters and cards. 
However, fees had to be paid on other classes of mail, such as registration.
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The three Etappenpost offices shown above were opened in January, April and July 1916, respectively.
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Commercial registered Etappenpost covers, as from Kielce above, are elusive. 
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Civilian registered Etappenpost covers, as from Koniecpol above, are elusive. 
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Krasnostaw and Lubartow opened in November 1915, Lipsko in July 1916. 


