AUSTRIA-HUNGARY Pola
Balloon Units 5 September 1915
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In addition to engine-powered aircraft, the Air Service also operated observation balloons, generally in connection
with artillery operations. Card from Pola originated with a Fortress Balloon unit guarding the naval base there.



AUSTRIA-HUNGARY K.u.K. Feldpostamt 101
Przemysl Siege 25 November 1914

Fliegerkompagnie Nr. 11
20 December 1914

Fliegerpost Przemysl
10 January 1915

Posﬂ]ateu

Posiljaé
%sena or

One of the most dramatic operations of the air service was the handling of mail to and from besieged Przemysl on
the San River during the Russian invasion of Galicia. The period of these flights was from 23 November 1914 to
22 March 1915. Normal fieldpost cards flown out in 1914 are considered "forerunners.” The two shown above
were carried on outbound flights #3 and 4 on 9 December and 26 December, respectively. In January 1915, a new
system began, using special numbered light-weight cards and an initial cachet showing both month and year.



AUSTRIA-HUNGARY Ballonpost Przemysl
Przemysl Siege 15 January 1915

Fliegerpost Przemysl
22 February 1915

Fliegerpost Przemysl
3 March 1915

Beginning on 20 January, some mail was flown out by balloon and received a special cachet. Above example
also includes unit marking of the "Fortress Balloon Unit Nr. 1." For mail flown out by aircraft during February, a
version of the cachet with the word "January” removed was utilized. For the March flights, a new cachet with
smaller letters and the "1915" centered, was used. On 22 March, the Przemysl garrison was forced to surrender.




AUSTRIA-HUNGARY Wien
Military Air Courier Service 20 April 1918

Kiew
21 March 1918
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In order to speed the delivery of mail between Austria and the occupied Ukraine, a military airmail courier line
(Fliegerkourierlinie) was established between Vienna and Kiev in March 1918, with intervening stops at Krakow
and Lemberg. Scheduled service was inaugurated on 31 March, and three overprinted stamps were issued to pay
the airmail surcharge for different flight lengths.

Eastbound example shown above flown from Vienna to Krakow. Westbound postcard is from the first scheduled
flight from Kiev. (The postmark is dated 21 March 1918, but Ukraine at that time was still using the Julian
calendar as compared to the Gregorian calendar used in Western countries -- for which the equivalent date was 3
April 1918.) This is the only recorded card from Kiev franked with an Austrian airmail stamp.




GERMANY

The alliance between Austria-Hungary and Germany was very close, and there were numerous instances of the
troops of one country serving on the territory of the other.

Austro-Hungarian Forces K. D. Feldpoststation Nr. 133
. , — . 16 January 1917

Feldpost 203
31 July 1915

Berlin
26 July 1918

Examples shown above are from the Austrian Delegate to German Supreme eadquarcers, Austrian Engineering
Staff Group with the German 11th Army, and Austrian Motorized Troop in Berlin.




GERMANY Koschentin
Austro-Hungarian Forces 10 November 1914
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Examples from Austrians in East Germany -- Posen, Upper Silesia and West Prussia -- with mail being handled
through the civil postal system without charge. Cachets indicate use by hospital train, infantry and artillery units.

































