AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN FORCES IN WORLD WAR

This exhibit tells the story of the Imperial & Royal forces during the First World War.
When the heir to the throne was assassinated in Sarajevo on 28 June 1914, Austria
declared war on Serbia after a month, triggering the broadest conflict ever seen up to that
time and ending in the disintegration of the empire at the end of October 1918.

The story begins with mobilization and the organization of the fieldpost system,
including examples of postal paper issued to pay fees not covered by the military free
frank and for civil use in the occupied areas. Mail is shown from Serbia, Poland,
Montenegro, Albania, Romania, Italy and Ukraine, as well as from units in the territory of
its allies -- Germany, Bulgaria and Turkey -- and on the Western Front. Occupation mail
is organized chronologically by area and alphabetically within areas. Examples are
shown from all three branches of the military, including land, sea and air services.

Cover from the abortive first Austrian invasion of Serbia. Provisional postmark was
used on Bosnian stamps at Loznica from 17 November to 9 December 1914, when the
Serbians successfully counterattacked. Two registered covers from this period recorded.

The quantity of military mail produced during this era was vast, considering that the Dual
Monarchy had more than 7 million men under arms for over four years. However,
material from many of the smaller locations is scarce and some, especially from areas
occupied late in the war, is rare. Nearly all of the markings of the Etappenpost system of
“permanent” military post offices (with location names in the postmarks) established in
areas administered by Austria-Hungary are shown. Mail from Austrian forces in other
areas used the Feldpost system (with station numbers in the postmarks) or the post offices
of its allies already located in those territories.



AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN FORCES IN WORLD WAR I

PLAN OF EXHIBIT
A. Austria-Hungary: C. Austrian Occupation of Other Countries:
1. Mobilization 1. Serbia- 1914
2. Postal Paper 2. Poland - 1914
3. Organizadon: 3. Belgium & N. France - 1914-1918
Army 4. PolandII - 1915-1918
Navy S. SerbiaIl - 1915-1918
Air Service 6. Montenegro - 1916-1918
7. Albania - 1916-1918
B. Austrian Forces in Allied Countries: 8. Romania - 1916-1918
1. Germany 9. Italy-1917-1918
2. Turkey 10. Ukraine - 1918
3. Bulgaria D. Epilogue

Occupations are shown chronologically based on the initial Austrian activity in each country.
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Cover from the abortive first Austrian invasion of Poland.
A provisional postmark was used on Austrian stamps
at Miechow from only 5 to 14 September 1914,
when the troops were withdrawn to meet the
threat from the Russian invasion of Galicia.



OVERVIEW

World War I was triggered by the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian throne, by a
Serbian gunman in Sarajevo on 28 June 1914. In retribution, Austria-Hungary made a number of political
demands on Serbia which, when they were not met, led to the declaration of war on 28 July 1914. Based on long-
standing mobilization planning, the fieldpost service was to be activated in four days. Thus, the card dated 1
August represents the first day of free mail for the military forces (two days before the ERD shown in the
Clement handbook).
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Initially, military cards and letters were put into the mail stream at the nearest civil post office. Fieldpost
cancellations were introduced in the ensuing weeks; lower card is the earliest example of an FPO marking --
in this case a Hungarian version -- (dated ten days before the ERD in Clement).
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As men were called up to their units, their mail was handled through the existing civil postal system. The volume
was small at first, so field post material dated in August 1914 is especially sought after by military collectors.

Imperial Russia threatened to come to the aid of Serbia, so the Austro-Hungarian mobilization against Russia
began on 4 August 1914, with war being declared two days later. The first Austrian invasions began on 12
August against Serbia and on 18 August against Russian Poland.



AUSTRIA-HUNGARY K.u.K. Feldpostamt 339
Postal Paper 6 September 1916

Sarajevo
31 March 1915
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Throughout the exhibit, the initials "K.u.K." will be encountered These stand for "Kaiserliche und K&nigliche"
(Imperial and Royal) denoting a Dual Monarchy in which the Emperor of Austria was also the King of Hungary.

Because of the large number of troops involved, fieldpost cards were printed in large quantities beginning early in
the war and are, thus, extremely common. Among the more unusual are the Bosnian postal cards and letter sheets
overprinted "Portofrei” signifying free of postage. Most of these were used within Bosnia, although the postal
card above was sent from the Italian front.
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY Nowo Aleksandrya
Postal Paper 28 March 1916

g Miechow
19 March 1916
Cetinje

2 March 1917
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The Etappenpost system was available to handle mail from military personnel as well as civilians. In order to
meet the demand for stationery, Bosnian postal cards were overprinted in 1915 and 1916. Later, in October 1916
when the post card rate was increased to 8 heller, a definitive card was issued.



AUSTRIA-HUNGARY K.u.K. Feldpostamt 311
Postal Paper 19 October 1915

K.u.K. Hauptfeldpostamt 400/1I11
15 November 1917
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On 28 April 1915, a provisional issue of overprints reading "K.u.K. Feldpost" was made on the regular issue of
Bosnia in order to provide stamps for the payment of postal fees -- mostly on registered letters and parcels -- in
the occupied territories. On 1 July 1915, the new definitive series was issued depicting Emperor Franz Josef. The
high values of these sets paying proper rates on covers and parcel cards are scarce and sought after by specialists.



AUSTRIA-HUNGARY K.u.K. Etappenpostamt 348
Postal Paper 2 September 1918

K.u.K. Feldpostamt 436
26 October 1918
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The old emperor died on 21 November 1916, and was succeeded by his grandnephew as Emperor Karl. This
resulted in the introduction of the third and final set of Feldpost stamps during 1917, which depicted the new
monarch. Note extraordinary franking of 22 kronen on lower parcel card.



ARMY

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY K.u.K. Hauptfeldpostamt 22/11
Organization 17 April 1916

K.u.K. Etappenpostamt 176
7 April 1916

K.u.K. Feldpostamt 186
27 July 1916
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The Austrian field post offices were organized into three classes: Head FPO, Base PO and Field PO. In general,
the first two types were stable offices, operating from specific locations. The FPOs were assigned to units and
were mobile, shifting location with their assigned troops. In total, about 700 numbered post offices were created
by the end of World War L.




AUSTRIA-HUNGARY Tabori Fopostahivatal 18
Organization 11 September 1914

Hadtap Postahivatal 167
5 April 1917

Tabori Postahivatal
1 August 1917

Hungarian field post offices were organized into the same three classes as the Austrian: Head FPO, Base PO and
Field PO. They were numbered sequentially along with the Austrian offices. Examples of their markings are
shown above.




AUSTRIA-HUNGARY K.u.K. Hauptfeldpostamt 301
Organization 11 April 1916

K.u.K. Etappenpostamt 189
13 March 1915

K.u.K. Feldpostamt No. 61
6 October 1914

Field post operations for the troops based in Bosnia-Hercegovina were also organized into the classes of Head
FPO, Base PO and Field PO. However, their postmarks differed from those used by the Austrians in that the
wording ran essentially all of the way around the dial. Thus, they are easily recognized.




AUSTRIA-HUNGARY K.u.K. Feldpostamt 11
Organization 8 October 1917
18 July 1918

Kénigl. bulgar. Militarbevollméchtigter

beim k. u. k. Armeeoberkommando.
Feldpostamt Nr. 11.
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Field post office #11 was assigned to the supreme headquarters of the General Staff. The above cover is very
unusual in that it has the imprinted corner card of the Royal Bulgarian Representative to the Imperial and Royal
Army High Command. '



AUSTRIA-HUNGARY K.u.K. Feldpostamt 2
Organization 21 October 1917

K.u.K. Hauptfeldpostamt 650
2 August 1915

K.u.K. Feldpostamt 1064
9 July 1918

shurm-Ersatzkompagnie Innghy

The initial series of numbered military post offices ran from #2 to #650. However, with greater integration of
Austrian and German units as the war progressed, especially in Italy and Romania, a new series with higher
numbers from 1051 to 1200 was introduced between June and September 1918. These are seen very infrequently.
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Early in the war, the authorities were concerned about the use on field post of civil postmarks which showed the
location of military units. As a result, it was ordered that numbered control markings be used as postmarks for the
various provinces/towns. The most widely used examples were IX for Galicia and X for Bukovina, both of which
areas were invaded by the Russians. In theory, the use of these devices became unnecessary after numbered FPOs
were available, but examples are known from later years. Post card with 1/125 marking for Vienna is the only
known example of an "I" district marking (unrecorded in Clement and Tranmer).



AUSTRIA-HUNGARY Graz
Organization 14 May 1916

Prag
18 May 1916

Czernowitz
8 June 1916

In addition to the different classes of field post offices, field post sorting stations were established in various
locations to process the huge amount of military mail that was sent to and from the troops. Shown above are the
markings of the sorting stations at Graz (Styria), Prague (Bohemia) and Czemowitz (Bukovina).




AUSTRIA-HUNGARY Sibenik
Organization 4 October 1916

Marburg a. d. D.
16 March 1916

Lebring
6 March 1918

Closely related to the sorting stations were the field post collection points (Sammelstelle). Above examples of
collection point markings from Sibenik in Dalmatia and Marburg an den Drau in southern Steiermark. A
detention camp for military personnel at Lebring had a special postmark, rated by Tranmer as very scarce.




