American Field Post Incoming Mail
7 November 1900

18 February 1901

Backstamped
in Tientsin.

Backstamped
in Tientsin,
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and Peking.
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As for the other contingents, incoming mail to US forces during the Boxer Uprising is considerably
scarcer than outgoing mail. Incoming mail was consistently backstamped on arrival in Tientsin.



Incoming Mail

American Field Post
18 May 1901
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Mail to soldiers from the U.S. and its possessions, as well as from soldiers to these locations, was
entitled to domestic rates (2¢ per %-ounce for letters, 1¢ for postcards). The corner card plus payment
of the international letter rate suggest that this cover originated from on board a Japanese ship. Back-
stamped twice in Tientsin, on arrival (duplex postmark) and in transit from Peking to Tongku.




Opening of MPS N2 1, Tientsin
19 September 1900

American Field Post
U.S. General Hospital, Tientsin

Though over-franked and mailed through the Japanese post office for philatelic purposes, the card
confirms opening of the US Military Postal Station in Tientsin on 18 September 1900, as reported in
the official record, and notes that no mail has come from San Francisco since the writer arrived in

Tientsin over a month earlier.



American Field Post MPS N2 1, Tientsin
9th Infantry 19 September 1900

Earliest recorded example of mail from the Military Postal Station, China

The first US Military Postal Station in China was established in Tientsin on 18 September 1900. It
continued to operate at least through 15 August 1901, and was formally closed on 31 August 1901.

"Philippines” stamps and stationery, brought by troops transferred from those islands, were accepted
at face value.
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American Field Post MPS N2 1, Tientsin
15 August 1901

Latest recorded US Military Postal Station mail from the Boxer Uprising
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Tientsin transit postmark. Stamps cancelled with killer not seen on any other piece of US MPS mail
from the Boxer Uprising. Franking suggests civilian sender, who is otherwise unidentified.

Except for one company of the 9th Infantry, all troops from the China Relief Expedition were with-
drawn to the Philippines by May 1901. The annual report of the Postmaster General states that the US
Military Postal Stations in China "conducted business until about the 15th of May [1901] and were
formally discontinued August 31st [1901]." The last recorded mail from Peking is dated 20 May 1901,
and from Taku 26 April 1901. Continued activity in the Tientsin station beyond the time reported by
the Postmaster General is shown by the above cover, and by a registered cover dated 2 July 1901.



American Field Post MPS N2 1, Tientsin
20 September 1900
9th Infantry ' 20 September 1900

Ouly recorded examples of the "DUE CENTS" handstamp
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Cover was re-processed
through Tientsin on 4
October  (backstamp).
Only at that point would
the 2¢ due have made

. sense, as the proper rate
. for delivery to a civilian
in Japan was 5¢.

Fully paid at UPU inter-
national letter rate, but
stamps not recognized by
US post office.
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Due to destruction of the Peking-Tientsin railway by the Boxers and Chinese troops, transit time for
these covers from Peking to Tientsin would have been 2 to 3 days, so dispatch of the above covers in
Peking pre-dates the establishment of the US postal service at Tientsin.



MPS N2 1, Tientsin
2_September 1900
2_September 1900

American Field Post
4th Infantry
6th Cavalry
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In its early days, the Tientsin station did not require that soldier’s mail be franked with U.S. postage so
long as it bore the sender’s name and unit.

Peking return address on bottom cover suggests that the Military Postal Station in Peking was not
opened at the same time as the station in Tientsin.






























