British Field Post FPO 5 (Shanghai)

5 November 1900
25 October 1901

FPO 5 had only 2 types of datestamp, shown above. Note the transposition, "10" for "01" in the single-
ring datestamp, recorded for FPO 8 but not for FPO 5.



British Field Post FPO 6 (Shanhaikwan)
25 July 1901

23 September 1901

Serving unmits of the 2nd Infantry Brigade,
Shanhaikwan on 13 July 1901 and remained there until 1 Nov
the 2nd Brigade move North from Shanghai, and its transformation into the
Force," which took over garrison duties from the original C.E.F. on 21 July.

FPO 6 was first established in Shanghai. It moved to
ember 1923. This move coincided with
"North China Field




British Field Post FPO 7 (Peking - Tartar City)
24th Punjab Infantry 11 March 1901

OHMS-overprinted ¥ anna.

FPO 7 operated in support of units of the 1st Infantry Brigade in Peking from 23 October 1900 until at
least 14 July 1901.

The 24th Punjab Infantry was the second Indian unit of the C.E.F. to arrive in North China. It
participated in the capture of Peking and the relief of the Legations, following which it performed

garrison duties in Peking.



FPO 8 (Shanghai - Cavalry Camp)
11 April 1901
26 June 1901

British Field Post

1st Bn., 4th Gurkha Rifles

Opened to serve umits of the 2nd Infantry Brigade on 25 September 1900, FPO 8 remained in
operation until 27 June 1901 (though Proud reports FPO 8 postmarks before and after these dates).
Two types of datestamps were used, the single circle type, recorded only from 28 January 1901, being

scarcer than the bridge type.

Note the transposition, "10" for "01" in the datestamp on the Chinese postal card. The postcard rate to
Great Britain is fully paid by the C.E.F. stamps, the Chinese postage not being recognized by the Brit-
ish FPO. Intra-C.E.F. mail was subject to Indian domestic rates; the /s anna card is correctly rated.




British Field Post FPO 9 (Yangtsun)
1st Madras Pioneers 4 December 1900

After brief service at Weihaiwei, FPO 9 opened at Yangtsun on 9 October 1900 and remained there
until 1 August 1901. When this cover was mailed Yangtsun was the southern railhead on the Peking-
Tientsin line. In June 1900 the Boxers had blown up the bridge across the Grand Canal and had torn
up the track south of Yangtsun; rail service to the south was not restored until 22 December 1900.
Consequently, this cover travelled from Yangtsun to Tientsin by mule.

The 1st Madras Pioneers were divisional troops which took part in operations against Paotingfu from
mid-October through 6 November 1900. Subsequently they served as garrison troops at Yangtsun
during the winter of 1900-1901, and were ordered returned to India in early May 1901.



FPO 9 (Yangtsun)
27 February 1901
2 March 1901

British Field Post

44 z% rhe

A 3
n TAGL NG ena.

st

Like all the other British Field Post Offices (except number 12), FPO 9 was supplied with 2 types of
datestamp which it used simultaneously.

Sales of the 2 annas C.E.F. stamp numbered 29,846, compared to 373,784 for the 1 anna (the most
common value) and approximately 14,000 to 21,000 each of the 4 annas through 1 rupee. Infrequently
encountered, the 2 annas stamp is usually found on the ¥ anna entire making up the international

letter rate.
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British Field Post ‘ FPO 10 (Hanku)
16 April 1901

FPO 10 is the scarcest of the stationary British FPOs used in China.
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After brief service at Tangshan, FPO 10 opened at Hanku in late January 1901 and remained there
until 26 May 1901. It then operated at the Hwangtsun Hunting Park from 27 May - 4 August 1901. Its
main task at Hanku, aside from serving the postal needs of the local garrison was to move mails
otherwise carried by rail between Tangku and Tangshan across the Peiho river, the bridge having been
blown up by the Boxers.






























