
THE AEF BOOKLET PANE STAMPS OF 1917 
The United States entered the war on April 6, 1917 and prepared to send large numbers of men to fight in Europe. 
At first, soldiers could send first class mail from the Army Post Offices in France to the U.S, at domestic rates 
(Postal Bulletin of June 18, 1917) so it was expected that large quantities of 1 and 2 cent stamps would be required 
for mailing postcards and letters to folks at home. For convenience, it was decided to print special booklets 
containing 10 panes of 30 stamps each. The first batch of 500 booklets of each denomination was shipped from the 
Bureau of Engraving & Printing in July and arrived in France in early August. A much larger second shipment of 
2,500 of each of the booklets followed a month later. 

Because of the way in which they were printed, the stamps from the AEF panes were different from other varieties 
with Washington images. In order to get panes of 30 stamps each, the paper was rotated 90° on the press from the 
orientation used to produce sheet stamps. As a result, the output was of 360 stamps per print as compared to 400 
when four panes of 100 normal stamps were printed. During this process, the paper was moistened and when the 
stamps dried, they shrank slightly relative to the grain so that the stamps from the AEF panes were a little wider and 
shorter than those from sheets. 

The expected major use of these stamps never came about because the troops were granted free franking for first 
class mail sent from the APOs as of October 4, 1917 by act of Congress. Thus, most use of stamps from the AEF 
panes tends to be multiple franking to pay the 10¢ fee for registered mail and to pay postage on mail of non-military 
personnel (i.e. war correspondents, staff members of the American Red Cross, YMCA and similar organizations, and 
certain others permitted to use the APOs but not exempt from postage). 
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AEF booklet pane stamps, sent from APO 706 at the General Headquarters at Chaumont, France. 

Because of the events described above, AEF booklet stamps have always been scarce. It is believed that no more 
than 20 mint panes of the 2¢ stamp and no used panes have survived. The largest used multiple of the 2¢ stamps is a 
block of 29; the largest multiple on cover is a block of 24 used to mail a newspaper. Examples of solo 1¢ stamps on 
postcards are especially scarce, primarily because this rate became obsolete with the imposition of the one cent war 
tax on November 2, 1917.
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THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 

21 EAST 40™ STREET N0.9266937 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 11/30/92 

EXPERT COMMITTEE 
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We have examined the enclosed item, of which a photo- 

graph is attached, and described by the applicant as follows: 

Country: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Cat. No. Issue Denom. Color 

498 Ff Tol? i¢ green 

Scott's unless otherwise specified. 

499f 1gi?7 2¢ rose 

SINGLES FROM BOOKLET PANES OF 30 WITH 10¢ ON 

REGISTERED COVER TO WESTFIELD, NJ, U.S. 

MILITARY EXPRESS SERVICE REGISTRY CANCEL . 
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AND WE ARE OF THE OPINION THAT: 

IT IS A GENUINE USAGE THE 10¢ STAMP WAS TORN 

1 BEFORE USAGE. * * * * * * 
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For The Expert Committee 
ACTING Chairman 
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MINT 1 CENT AEF 
BOOKLET PANE 

The special booklets 
each consisted of ten 
30-stamp panes with 
appropriate covers and 
interleaving. Nearly all 
of the booklets were 
notoriously centered 
this example of a full 
pane is well above the 
average in this respect. 
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authorities are that only 
12 to 20 mint panes 

Estimates by various 

have survived. 

the 2 cent panes are 
20th Century rarities. 

MINT 2 CENT AEF 
BOOKLET PANE 



THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 

22 EAST 35TH STREET 

NEW YORK 16, N. Y- 

EXPERT COMMITTEE 

We have examined the enclosed........--- TAA 
Wo lieth 

ss 

Jack BeMolesworth.-
nces aes. 

submitted by." 

of which a photograph is attached and are of the opinion 
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For The Expert Committee 

Chairman



1 CENT AEF PANE SINGLE 

EARLIEST RECORDED USE 

Postmarked at APO No.2 (located at 29, Boulevard Bourdon in Paris) on 
August 8, 1917, this card is the earliest recorded use of the 1 cent AEF 
booklet stamp. Clearly from the July shipment from the Bureau, it then 
arrived in France early in August. The use of stamps from this shipment 
ment is extremely elusive, with only one other example during August 
having been reported (August 15). 

The primary intended use for the AEF 1 cent stamps was for the mailing of postcards to friends and relatives 
back home. However, examples of such usage are quite scarce due to two factors. First, the troops were 
granted free franking of first class mail as of October 4, 1917. Second, the imposition of the war tax on 
November 2, 1917 meant that those civilians, such as war correspondents, Red Cross and YMCA workers, 
and other non-military persons entitled to send mail through the APOs at domestic rates, had to pay 2 cents 
for postcards henceforth.
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B Expertizing Service 

p.O. BOX 8000 

STATE COLLEGE, PA. 16803 

CERTIFICATE: 112704 

AMERICAN PHILATELIC socieTY 1142704 

Oca fio kan Mee ene}? AOSTA Ni 
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” 
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Members of The American Philatelic Expertizing Service have 

examined the item submitted and it is their-opinion that it is 

United States, single from Scott No. 

A98f, used on earliest documented 

cover (post card) 5 08/08/1917, 

genuine in all respects /- ~ 7 

7~ (ApS Authorized Sig 
L 

? (ASDA Authorized Signature) 

Cz Phare Tees ao 

(Administrator Signature) 



2 CENT AEF PANE SINGLE 
EARLIEST RECORDED USE 

SS 

(Personal) 
Mr. James Frank Drake, 

Postmarked at APO No. 2 on August 7, 1917, this cover is the 
earliest recorded use of any AEF booklet pane stamp to pay 
postage on a soldier’s letter from France. There is no return 
address, but the enclosure indicates that the sender was HS. 
Middlemiss at “Hdgts. Amer. Exp. Forces, France.” 

The AEF booklet stamps were printed in large sheets of 360 subjects, the same as for the normal booklet 
panes of 6 stamps. However, the slitting of the sheets to produce panes of 30 was substantially different, 
which produced unusually wide margins on the top and bottom rows of the panes. This process is 
described in detail in an article in The United States Specialist June 1995 edition. 



October 14-15, 2009 - New York City 
SPINK 
— FOUNDED 1666 — 

SHREVES GALLERIES 

1917 Two Cent Rose, Type I, A.E.F. Booklet Pane Single 
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1 CENT AEF PANE SINGLE 
USED ON POSTCARD 

Postmarked at APO No.2 in Paris on August 15, 1917, this card is a proper use of the | cent single from an 
AEF pane prior to the imposition of the war tax. Whether mailed by a soldier or civilian is not indicated, 
This stamp was clearly from the first shipment from the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, which arrived in 
France in early August.



1 CENT AEF PANE STAMPS 
ON POSTCARD SENT 
BY A CIVILIAN 

Postmarked at APO 717 (located at Tours) on May 6, 1918, this postcard is franked with a pair of 1 cent AEF 
booklet stamps. Mailed by a female staff member of the YMCA in Paris, 2 cents postage was required. 



1 CENT AEF PANE STAMPS 
ON REGISTERED COVER 

Postmarked at APO No. 5 (located at Bordeaux) on Nov. 25, 1917, this 
cover is franked with a block of twelve 1 cent AEF booklet stamps. 
Mailed by a Lieutenant in the 18th Engineers, it is 2 cents overpaid as 
only the 10 cent registration fee was required after the free frank was 
granted for first class postage. 

Once the soldiers were granted free franking for their cards and letters, the principal military use of the AEF 
booklet stamps was to pay special service fees, such as registration. Covers so franked are scarce but can be 
obtained by diligent searching. 



2 CENT AEF PANE SINGLE 
USED ON COVER 

Postmarked at APO No. 6 
(the GHQ of the AEF in 
Chaumont) on September 
9, 1917, this cover is an 
early use of a 2 cent AEF 
booklet stamp to pay the 
postage on a soldier's 
letter. f 

—
 

The primary intended use 
for the AEF 2 cent stamps 
was for the mailing of 
letters from the front to 
addressees in the U.S. 
However, examples of 
such usage are difficult to 
find because the troops 
were granted free franking 
as of October 4, 1917. 
Moreover, the imposition 
of the war tax as of 
November 2, 1917 meant 
that civilian workers had 
to pay 3 cents for letters 
thereafter. 



2 CENT AEF PANE SINGLE 
USED ON POSTCARD 

Postmarked at APO No.782 in Chateau-Thierry on May 2, 1918, this card is a proper use of the 2 cent single 
from an AEF pane subsequent to the imposition of the penny war tax. Mailed by Edna Bousfield, a female 
assigned to Base Hospital #31, to a doctor in Syracuse, N.Y.



2 CENT AEF PANE STAMPS 
ON REGISTERED COVER 

A block of 24, plus 2 single on the address label, of the 2 cent AEF stamps used to send the March 29, 1918 
edition of the “Stars & Sumipes” newspaper by registered mail from France to the U.S. This is the largest recorded 
multiple of these stamps on cower. The paper is postmarked on the reverse at APO 712 at Is-sur-Tille on April 8, 
1918. Also applied was the April 26 receiving mark of Detroit, Mich An extraordinary usage. 



USED 2 CENT AEF ‘ 
BOOKLET PANE in : 
STAMPS | 

There are no recorded 
complete used panes of 2 
cent AEF stamps. As 
mentioned in The Postal 
History of the AEF, 1917- 
1923, published by the 
War Cover Club in 1990, 
the block of 29 shown 
here is the largest known 
surviving multiple of used 
stamps. 
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EXPERT COMMITTEE 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERTCA 

We have examined the enclosed item submitted by the 2 

Cat. No. Issue Denom ___ Color 
Ei 
3 

E Scott's unless otherwise specified. 

: CUNPLETE PANE WITH THE BOTTOM RIGHT Tame ott a agen A ph ew) Peron oo Ait Sees fpr ey: yer E 
z eA oh Se Eo LL Peryeesn ag sea ve ie ‘BP Met i “ANCE LAT TONS 

) 

Ee 

SS
EA
ia
ar
 

e OF WHICH & PHOTOGRAFH Ts ATTACHED AND 
THAT] 

‘a C3 GENUINE % % 8 # 2 © # H «x #8 NH Bo HR x 

RA
N 

Z 

Sa For The Expert Committee E 
mr... Chairman 2 



2 CENT AEF PANE STAMPS 
ON REGISTERED COVER 
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th Aviation Ins. Center 
American Ex. Forces, France, 

r 
The American Express Comp y, _ WN 

Paris France. 

Postmarked at APO No. 728 (Army Artillery HQ) on Apr. 14, 1918, 
this cover is franked with an irregular block of five 2 cent AEF booklet 
stamps. Mailed from the 7th Aviation Instruction Center, the stamps 
properly pay only the 10 cent registration fee. 

Note that although addressed internally within France, the same postage was charged to soldiers as if such mail 
had been sent to the U.S. 



1 & 2 CENT AEF PANE STAMPS 
USED ON COVERS SENT 
BY CIVILIANS 

Covers sent in summer 1918 by civilians entitled to use the APOs. For such mail, postage was required to be paid at the domestic rate of 3¢ for letters, including the penny war tax. These examp staff members at the YMCA headquarters in Paris to addressees in the United States. 



1 & 2 CENT AEF PANE STAMPS 
TO A FOREIGN DESTINATION 
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Other than to Britain, Canada and France, AEF mail to foreign destinations is highly unusual. Obviously, 
such covers franked with booklet pane stamps are even more so. This cover from APO 705 to Denmark in 
May 1918 is one of only two examples recorded to that country. It was sent by Lt. Winding of the 18" 
Engineering Regiment to a relative in Copenhagen, where it was received 23 days later.



2 CENT AEF PANE STAMP 

USED ON REGISTERED LETTER 

TO A FOREIGN DESTINATION 

, L 4 LEG i rs 

While first class mail sent by soldiers was free of postage after October 1917, this did not apply to letters 
sent to foreign destinations, which were charged at the U.P.U. international rate of S¢ per ounce. Part of this 
rate was paid by a 2¢ booklet pane stamp with other stamps added to pay the postage and registration fee. 
Mailed from APO 702 (in Paris) in July 1918, it was received in Corfu, Greece 19 days later.


