THE AEF BOOKLET PANE STAMPS OF 1917

The United States entered the war on April 6, 1917 and prepared to send large numbers of men to fight in Europe.
At first, soldiers could send first class mail from the Army Post Offices in France to the U.S. at domestic rates
(Postal Bulletin of June 18, 1917) so it was expected that large quantities of 1 and 2 cent stamps would be required
for mailing postcards and letters to folks at home. For convenience, it was decided to print special booklets
containing 10 panes of 30 stamps each. The first batch of 500 booklets of each denomination was shipped from the
Bureau of Engraving & Printing in July and arrived in France in early August. A much larger second shipment of
2,500 of each of the booklets followed a month later.

Because of the way in which they were printed, the stamps from the AEF panes were different from other varieties
with Washington images. In order to get panes of 30 stamps each, the paper was rotated 90° on the press from the
orientation used to produce sheet stamps. As a result, the output was of 360 stamps per print as compared to 400
when four panes of 100 normal stamps were printed. During this process, the paper was moistened and when the
stamps dried, they shrank slightly relative to the grain so that the stamps from the AEF panes were a little wider and
shorter than those from sheets.

The expected major use of these stamps never came about because the troops were granted free franking for first
class mail sent from the APOs as of October 4, 1917 by act of Congress. Thus, most use of stamps from the AEF
panes tends to be multiple franking to pay the 10¢ fee for registered mail and to pay postage on mail of non-military
personnel (i.e. war correspondents, staff members of the American Red Cross, YMCA and similar organizations, and
certain others permitted to use the APOs but not exempt from postage).
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Registered cover franked with both AEF booklet pane stamps, sent from APO 706 at the General Headquarters at Chaumont, France.

Because of the events described above, AEF booklet stamps have always been scarce. It is believed that no more
than 20 mint panes of the 2¢ stamp and no used panes have survived. The largest used multiple of the 2¢ stamps is a
block of 29; the largest multiple on cover is a block of 24 used to mail a newspaper. Examples of solo 1¢ stamps on
postcards are especially scarce, primarily because this rate became obsolete with the imposition of the one cent war
tax on November 2, 1917.
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Country: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION

We have examined the enclosed item, of which a photo-
i graph is attached, and described by the applicant as follows:

No.gzee937
11-30,92

Cat. No. Issue Denom. Color
498f 1817 i¢ green
Scott's unless otherwise specified.
499 1917 Z2¢ rose
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SINGLES FROM BOOKLET PANES OF 30 WITH 10¢ ON
REGISTERED COUER TO WESTFIELD, NJ, U.S5.
MILITARY EXPRESS SERUVICE REGISTRY CANCEL.

AND WE ARE OF THE OPINION THAT:

IT IS A GENUINE USAGE THE 10¢ STAMP WAS TORN
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MINT 1 CENT AEF
BOOKLET PANE

The special booklets
each consisted of ten
30-stamp panes with
appropriate covers and
interleaving. Nearly all
of the booklets were
notoriously centered
this example of a full
pane is well above the
average in this respect.
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authorities are that only
12 to 20 mint panes

Estimates by various
have survived.

the 2 cent panes are
20th Century rarities.

MINT 2 CENT AEF
BOOKLET PANE




THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION
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1 CENT AEF PANE SINGLE
EARLIEST RECORDED USE
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o, iap. Adit, 197, Boulevard de Sebastopol, Paris.

Postmarked at APO No.2 (located at 29, Boulevard Bourdon in Paris) on
August 8, 1917, this card is the earliest recorded use of the 1 cent AEF
booklet stamp. Clearly from the July shipment from the Bureau, it then
arrived in France early in August. The use of stamps from this shipment

ment is extremely elusive, with only one other example during August
having been reported (August 15).

The primary intended use for the AEF 1 cent stamps was for the mailing of postcards to friends and relatives
back home. However, examples of such usage are quite scarce due to two factors. First, the troops were
granted free franking of first class mail as of October 4, 1917. Second, the imposition of the war tax on
November 2, 1917 meant that those civilians, such as war correspondents, Red Cross and YMCA workers,

and other non-military persons entitled to send mail through the APOs at domestic rates, had to pay 2 cents
for postcards henceforth.
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Members of The American Philatelic Expextizing Service have

examined the item submitted and it i theit-opinion that it is

United States, single from Scott No.
498f, used on earliest documented

cover (post card) , 08/08/1917,
genuine in all respects /- = 7
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