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Postmarks
Cape Haitien
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. [Recorded June 1924 - July

1927 (ERD & LRD shown).
{ Registry numbers were
cycled on 1 July, indicating
that the Cape Haitien post
office was not doing a lot of
registry business in either
1924 or 1927.
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Cape Haitien
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Discovery  copies
and only recorded
examples; showing
occasional import-
ance of philatelic
covers in  postal
history.
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Haiti 1915-1934

Censorship

Censorship of U.S. military mail in Haiti during the U. S. intervention is not recorded in the literature,
and this exhibitor has seen only 4 examples, shown above and under Port au Prince postmarks. The
Censorship Board (established in Washington on 12 October 1917) operated a field station in Port Au
Prince from September 1918 - May 1919. The scarcity of mail censored by this station suggests that it
was not very active. Shown above, the only recorded example of internee mail from Haiti during the
U.S. intervention.
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 1916-1924

Having failed to produce political stability through controlling the Dominican Republic’s treasury
department since 1905 or through US-supervised elections in 1915, the US government decided to take
full control of that country. On 5 May 1916 Marines occupied Santo Domingo. Eventually the occupa-
tion forces grew to 4 Marine regiments, 2 Marine Air Squadrons, and support units. The Dominican
reaction was one of nearly complete non-cooperation, as a result of which the offices of national
government were staffed by US personnel and martial law was declared. Local civilian government
was re-established in October 1922 and the final withdrawal of US forces occurred in September 1924,
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Dominican Republic 1916-1924 ' Rates
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The overseas military free frank became effective 4 October 1917. It was abandoned in the Dominican
Republic sometime in 1919 though it continued to be used in Europe well beyond then. The free frank
required endorsement of "soldier’s (or Marine’s) mail" and the sender’s unit. Above covers are all
return addressed San Pedro de Macoris; note that they bear different Act of 3 Oct. handstamps.

The air unit shown above consisted of 6 bi-planes and 130 men. It was dispatched to Consuelo in April
1919 and later moved to San Ysidro. It is reported to have carried airmail within the country.

Usage to Canada is exceptional. Backstamped April 1919. Postage should have been paid at the U.S.-
Canpada treaty rate, 3¢ (including war tax).



Dominican Republic 1916-1924 Rates
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Fundado en 1889.- El de mayor circulacion de todos los de la Republica ~ Imp. al vapor
Oficinas: Comercio No. 29.—Correo: Apartado 81.—R. D.- _ Santo Domingo. W. L-

Sres. J. Roland Kay Co.,

Conway Building,
chicago, Ill.

Mail carried through US postal facilities -- including mail from Dominican civilians early in the
occupation -- were carried at US domestic rates unless covered by the military free franking prmlege
Memphis was stationed at Santo Domingo beginning 27 May 1916. Sacramento was not stationed in
the Dominican Republic at this time, but was one of the many US Navy ships that sailed between
Caribbean ports bringing supplies and showing the flag.




Dominican Republic 1916-1924 ' Incoming Mail
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operations, mail to the troops in the Dominican Republic is scarcer than
mail from them. For mail addressed c/o the New York Postmaster, US rates applied (including the 3¢
war rate in effect 2 November 1917 - 30 June 1919). Delivery was accomplished through US or
Dominican post offices, as available. Top cover backstamped civilian Barahona postmark, as there

was no US post office there. Bottom cover has USMC Santo Domingo postmark.

Bottom cover addressed c/o Maj. A. A. Cunningham, who was USMC Aviator #1 (USN Aviator #35).



Dominican Rcpublic 1916-1924 ' Postmarks
Santo Domingo

Top: recorded in 1917 & 1918,
occurs with and without killer
bars, and various text in bars.

Center: recorded in 1919 &
1920, occurs with and without
killer bars.
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Bottom: recorded 1923, usual-
ly with 3-bar killer. Similar
postmark (same dial, 4 bars)
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\

e e e

Five postmarks (about half of those recorded from this intervention) are for the capital, Santo
Domingo. (The local post office also continued in operation, but its postmarks were of a different

style, and with the country name in Spanish.)



Dominican Republic 1916-1924

Postmarks
Santiago
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Three types of U.S. postmark have been recorded for Santiago.



Postmarks
Puerto Plata
San Pedro de Macoris

Dominican Republic 1916-1924
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Dominican Republic 1916-1924 ’ Postmarks
Civilian Post Offices

Return address 15th
Rgt., 2nd Prov. Bde.
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In cities where there was no US military post offices, and even in places where there were, US military
mail can be found sent through the civilian post offices. As shown above, franking was eclectic.
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Dominican Rcpublic 1916-1924 ' Censorship
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A wide range of military censor marks (required under WWI regulations) has been recorded from this
intervention, a selection of which is shown on this and the next page. No systematic study has been
made of these marks to establish periods or places of use. It appears that there was no regular
censorship of local civilian mail.
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Dominican Republic 1916-1924 ‘ Ccnsorship

gl e,
~ PRV Y

i S 3

i -\‘-Iu’-“ “

T o .

0




CUBA 1917-1922

Following elections marked by the now traditional fraud and violence, another revolt broke out in
Cuba in February 1917. Though this had largely died out by May, the US and Cuban governments
decided that a US military presence in eastern Cuba would serve their respective interests. At the
suggestion of the Cubans, the US government leased "training camps" in Oriente and Camaguey
provinces, but in August 1917 filled them with Marines rather than soldiers destined for France. (The
story that the Cuban revolt was German-inspired was a later embellishment.) Having overstayed their
welcome, the last Marines were withdrawn on 6 February 1922.
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Most mail recorded from this intervention is from members of the 7th Marines at Santiago de Cuba.
Registered mail is extremely scarce.



Cuba 1917-1922 Units & Rales

Cpl.F.J.Zaiser,
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A I ’ frank which went into

e effect on 4 October 1917.
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- N .. Crittenden paid postage
Lrs. Mae Flanding, on his mail,
Y SEEas it L B o DIET DR TS - (R e e 4 il e e TR
¥ e, .0, MERIfE- My L
) el , REPUBLICA DE CURA. S
s e ; X7
. : 7. JARJETA POSTAL.
g3 bl e 7 UNION PCSTALE UNIVERSELLE.
& (POST CARD — ‘CARTE POSTALE)
= \.\’IESS.\.GL' Mar Be Wrirtex Ox Tris Sip. = ADDT{ESS'\ﬁ\j‘L‘i-‘:} ]
P E Yy . ] ) AN
. 8 R L5 (0 il 50 W P L . S el i b trem ey
2 h - -3

ED BY HARRIS

A

\
LY

A

PUBLSH
AW

“\\"' At

rr
}

The 7th Regiment, USMC,
landed at Guantanamo
Bay in late August 1917,
and dispatched elements
inland, mainly to Santiago
de Cuba, Oriente pro-
vince. The 9th Marines
arrived at Guantanamo
Bay in December 1917 and
appears to have remained
there.




Cuba 1917-1922 : Units
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In addition to the major concentrations at Guantanamo Bay and Santiago, Marines were stationed at
Camaguey, San Luis and Bayamo. Mail from any of these locations is scarce.



