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"Gen. Del." datestamp,
for use on mail received
- in Vera Cruz for delivery
at the post office. A very
scarce marking recorded
used from early June -
November.
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Postmarks

"M.O.B." (Money Order
Business) dater. Scarce
even in its usual usage as
favor cancel, though re-
corded May - November.




Mexico 1914 ’ ' Postmarks
Official Seal

The apparent match
between the ink on
the official seal and
the Vera Cruz post-
mark and presence
of a partly split
seam under the seal
suggest that this
seal was in fact used
at Vera Cruz.
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Registry datestamp IS
(recorded 14 May -
17 November) used
properly on top co-
ver and, contrary to
regulations, as can-
cel on bottom cover.

Bottom cover most
likely refused reg-
istry treatment at
printed matter post-
age rate paid on 9
July, and balance of
First Class postage
paid to registry
clerk the next day.




Postmarks

Mexico 1914
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UT. 084S, W. BLIFbTT,
28th. U. &. Infantry.
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Postal regulations required non-datestamp cancellation of stamps on parcel post and registered mail.
The target cancel is recorded used 25 May - 18 June, and the boxed cancel 30 June - 17 November.

Only 1 type of registry number handstamp was used. Numbers in the 3970s are recorded 30 June. The
counter was reset to 0001 on 1 July, and it had reached 10510 by 17 November.



Mexico 1914

Mexican stamp not
required; souvenir use.

Over 40 US warships
called at Vera Cruz
during the occupation,
and nearly all had post

offices aboard. As
naval postmark and
postcard collecting

were both very popular
at this time, postmarks
from these ships are
much more common, as
a class, than mail from
troops ashore.
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Tampico

Mexico 1914
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Tampico was never occupied by US forces -- the loss of the element of surprise after the occupation of
Vera Cruz would have made it a costly operation. Still, a postal marking was prepared against this
eventuality. Examples of this postmark, as a "proof” or favor strike, are quite scarce.

As a further annoyance to the Huerta government, mail from unoccupied Mexico as well as from Vera
Cruz was required to bear US postage subsequent to the 25 May agreement concluded by the US Mail
Agent, Vera Cruz. Mail bearing only Mexican postage was charged postage due.



HAITI 1915-1934

Responding to the complete breakdown of the Haitian national government, and the opportunities for
European involvement which this presented, on 20 July 1915 the US landed 330 marines from the USS
Washington and Nashville at Port au Prince. A puppet government was established with which a
treaty was signed effectively making Haiti an American protectorate. Until 1934 this state of affairs
was enforced by from 800 to 2000 Marines supported by US Navy warships.
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By the time this letter
was sent, the Haitian
national bank was un-
der US direction.
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Haiti 1915-1934 : Rates
' Military
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1 - %’ _ 5 Personal mail from U.S. troops in Haiti to the U.S.
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. " g & ;’ domestic rates for postage and additional services
‘«-’5 = such as registration and special delivery (the former
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?ﬁ c:’q: 3 accepted for postage due delivery without penalty.
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Rates
Military

Haiti 1915-1934
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Haiti 1915-1934 ' Rates
Military
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Personal mail from military personnel to addresses outside of Haiti, the U.S. and U.S. territories (all
of which is extremely unusual) was required to be paid at rates set by the UPU conventions or other
treaties (as in the case of Canada). Postmark on cover to Canada is earliest recorded date of its type.



Haiti 1915-1934 ' Rates
Air Mail
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Peirce, Fair'& Go., -
. YR A ke,
432 California St.,

San Francisco, Calif,
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US airmail between Haiti and Miami began on 9 January 1929, but it was not until 13 March 1929 that
the US military post offices in Port au Prince were able to offer this service. About 400 First Flight
covers were carried to Miami, and about 100 to San Juan, at the 12¢ rate. Use of the airmail stamp on
these covers is less common. Subsequently the airmail rate was reduced to 10¢.



Haiti 1915-1934

ERNESTO HARDERS
P. O. Box 369 '
PORT-AU-PRINCE (Haiti)

% REGISTERED.
fo "4_ 5 ’ E l‘ 3 i ) .
The Commanding Officer,U. S, M. C,

Cape Haitien,Haiti.
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Incoming Mail
From Haiti

G Hall,:{‘.-UsSoMqoc,
dst Brigade U.S.ilarine Corps,

Port sm Prince, Haiti.“'

Mail between Haitians and the US occupying forces is quite scarce. Apparently it was accepted at US
military post offices as well as civilian offices, each applying its own domestic rates. The registered
cover, apparently first submitted as non-registered mail, is mis-rated at 11¢ (should have been 12¢).

Bottom cover bears USMC Port au Prince registry dater as receiving mark.




Incoming Mail

iti 1915-1934
Haid From Abroad
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Brigade, UQS.M.C.,

u~Prince, Haiti.
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Mail to U.S. forces from abroad is scarce. Mail sent via U.S. post offi_ces, inc-luding mail from mili.tary
personnel abroad, required postage at domestic rates. .Mail sent via forelgn post offlc_es reqqzred
postage at UPU rates (Haiti did not ratify the Pan-American Coaventfon du.rmg ntervention period).
Upper cover endorsed "SNA" (Stamps Not Available); a very unusual mter-mtervent.lon use. All cov-
ers above bear Haitian civil post offices backstamps; only registered has U.S. post office backstamps.




Haiti 1915-1934 ) Postmarks
Port au Prince

Marine records indicate that a USMC
post office was opened in Port au
Prince on 10 April 1917, but the first
postmark is not recorded until 26
November 1917. This office closed on
14 August 1934, having used at least 15
different regular mail postmarks, 8
registry daters and 1 parcel post dater.
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First postmark used at Port Au Prince.
Earliest recorded date shown here.
Apparently set aside until June 1926
(used then without year date). Last
recorded 29 December 1927 (shown
above under "Rates").
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Port -au Frince,Hait

From Law.Whaley;Capﬁ,,U.S.M
P



Haiti 1915-1934 ’ ' Postmarks
Port au Prince

- 1 i ¥ '\
Y ¥
et
= ' Recorded May 1918 - September 1919
(' p
;
.
o
‘©
=
i«
w
o]
, ot
i
=
i
o)
(2
. )
o> °
+ =
!
©
e o« & ;
Ly B2 :S' " s
N R
<5 57
; o © Note deterioration in less than 1 month
byt 4 . .
; gl of use. Deterioration of rubber
Q % &2 postmarks in tropical conditions
<3 IR SIS = accounts in part for the large number
- Rl o of postmarks used by U.S. forces in
P Bl o E Haiti.
T E "": Q,—‘1 c":
e S
& m < Q
oo
L5 @
T
: :% CERN N &




Haiti 1915-1934 ) Postmarks
Port au Prince
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Recorded 1 June 1920 (shown above) - January 1922,



Haiti 1915-1934 : Postmarks
Port au Prince

Recorded February
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Port au-Prince, Haiti.
MIsS BLIVABETH HUMPHTEY,
%COLOHAL HUMPHREY, U.S.Army,
Recirded Museh ’#em"(vﬁmmiéynﬁri’ve_’“w' '
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Similar postmarks, most easily distinguished by size of gap between text at bottom of dial.




