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American troops in Cuba during 1906-1909 were employed to promote stability and to build the Cubaa
infrastructure. The former involved a lot of marching about the countryside, while the latter involved

public works projects, principally roads and sewers. Notwithstanding these widespread activities, mail
from outlying areas is scarce.



Cuba 1906-1909 : Postmarks
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The US had leased the area around Guantanamo Bay in 1903, but did not begin the construction of the
saval base there until after the beginning of the 1906 intervention. To serve the influx of construction
and military personnel associated with this project the US post office named Bagley (for a naval offi-
cer killed in the Spanish-American War) was opened at South Toro Cay on 25 March 1907. This post
office officially closed on 27 February 1909, but the latest recorded mail with US postage is 1 June
1909. Only US postage was supposed to be used at Bagley, but this was clearly not the case in practice.



Cuba 1906-1909 ' Incoming Mail
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Tom J one:, Cincinnati, 0.,

Mailed the day after
the US troops left
Havana. Cuban Co-
lumbia Barracks regis-
try mark same as that
introduced during the
intervention.




NICARAGUA 1912-1925

On 4 August 1912 the USS Annapolislanded about 100 sailors and Marines at Corinto at the request
of the Nicaraguan government and the US Minister to Nicaragua. Subsequently this force was
increased to as much as 2300 men, and was involved in combat against Nicaraguan rebels, as well as in
securing Managua and Leon. Combat operations were concluded by October, and US forces withdrew
in November 1912, except for a legation guard unit of about 105 Marines remained in Managua until 1

August 1925.
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Mail from both the intervention forces and the legation gnard unit is extremely scarce. The legation
guard unit was notable for its bad behavior in later years (at one point the entire unit was replaced by
Marines from Haiti) and for the fact that its presence did in fact maintain political stability. Three

months after its removal, another civil war erupted in Nicaragua.
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Nicaragua 1912 - 1925
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No US postal facilities were provided ashore for the intervention forces. Mail was taken to U
warships for transmission abroad.
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The "Marine Detachment, American Legation, Managua" post office is officially listed in operation 23
March 1922 - 3 August 1925. Only 1 postmark type is recorded.
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MEXICO 1914

Long at odds with the
Huerta government, the
Wilson administration
responded to detention of
sailors from the USS
Dolphin in Tampico on 9
April 1914 by making
demands for actions which
the Mexicans, considering
them demeaning to their
national honor, refused.
It was assumed that the
US would seize Tampico
as a result.
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An initial occupation force of 3000 sailors and Marines was replaced by a largely Army force of 7500
men on 27 April 1914, The occupation, confined to the city of Vera Cruz (and the waterworks 10 miles
distant) ended, following collapse of the Huerta government, on 23 November 1914



Mexico 1914 : Rates
Military Mail to US
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US military mail from ashore and from US Navy

X
' ships was carried to the US at domestic rates,
" : which meant for free in the case of properly
A I marked official mail. Bottom cover backstamped
N 3 USS Des Moines, Vera Cruz, 27 July 1914,

T R S R S e s S

e i

HELD FOR POSTAGE ey

: * '," m
¢ e W
i R <
N LR o)
j ] g
,. f':x-. E
i |— <
:l . Z g 0'.-‘
L& o X B
v - 0w z
. ¥ T =
R € A &
ol D<- E .\7 @
T ] J
PP Wog| s
:‘.,‘?A & 3 < i
v v S ts
3 0w
<>
S E
14
<
e |
g
a]
<
w
I
o, TS
SRR Y 0 5




Mexico 1914 Rates . '
Civilian Mail Qutside Mexico
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The US operated the only postal service in Vera Cruz during the occupation. Mail from civilians to
points outside Mexico was carried at the same rates as would have been charged in the US: domestic
rates on mail to the US, UPU rates for mail to other countries. US stamps were required.
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Rates
Local Mail

.

Local mail was required to be franked at US domestic rates with US postage.




Mexico 1914 ' Rates
Mail to Unoccupied Mexico

The Mexican government refused to accept any mail from occupied Vera Cruz until 25 May 1914,
when a postal agreement was reached with the local US Mail Agent. This agreement required that
mail to the Mexican interior be franked with Mexican stamps at domestic Mexican rates.




Mcxico 1914

Above cover bears 30c
in Mexican postage
cancelled in Mexico,
D.F., on back (double
deficiency for both
postage and registra-
tion fee not prepaid).

Rates
Mail to Unoccupied Mexico

Registered mail shows
some inconsistency in
rates on letters into
Mexico. The US Mail
Agency, Vera Cruz al-
ways required 10¢ in
US stamps for the reg-
istry fee, but usually
did not collect US post-
age. Mexico routinely
required payment of
both registry fees (10c)
and postage (initially
Sc, later 10c) in Mexi-
can stamps.
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Postmarks

Mexico 1914
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Mecxico 1914

Postmarks

The Mexican postmark
was replaced about a
week later by a machine
flag cancel. The current
earliest use is shown
here.



Mexico 1914 ' Postmarks
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Minnsapolls, Minnesota.

Sorenson has reported the existence of a second type of flag cancel, for which he recorded 3 examplcs
on 29 August. His illustration plus the two August covers shown above suggest that there was only the
1 cancelling machine and that in the latter half of August it experienced some sort of mechanical
defect which caused mis-feeding and resulting distorted impressions of the postmark.
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Mecxico 1914
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS

jeond Division,

Texas City, Texas,

Postmarks

The second type of US Mail
Agency postmark used at Vera
Cruz. Recorded 2 June-22
November. Hammer 1 was
used on mail going outside
Mexico; hammer 2 on mail
addressed within Mexico.




Mexico 1914 Postmarks
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The last regular mail cancel, recorded 11 June - 21 November. Much scarcer than the other types.
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"Rec’d" datestamp. Extremely scarce except in philatelic usage; very uncommon €ven so. Known used
early June - mid-November. Used as cancel on registered mail 3 - 23 June.



