Cuba 1898-1902 Postmarks
Military Station No. 1
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To clearly indicate the fact that the Cuban military stations were regarded as branches of New York, a
steel duplex inscribed "Military Station No. 1/NYPO" with "Cuba" in both the cds and the killer was
used briefly during August. Because it did not indicate the location of usage, it was quickly withdrawn
and replaced by a cancel which included "Santiago” in the cds. As a result, only 5 examples of the
above marking have been recorded, with dates ranging from 8 to 13 August.
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Once Spanish resistance ended, it was possible to assign the various military post offices to fixed
locations. Thus, 2 steel duplex with cds reading "Military Sta. 1/Santiago de Cuba" was introduced.
The recorded dates of usage are 21 August 1898 to 13 April 1899. Although not endorsed as "sailor’s
mail" the postal clerk accepted the upper cover as navy mail at the 2 cent rate.
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A double ring oval reading "Military Sta. No. 1 N.Y." with "Cuba"” in the middle was used on ordinary
letters and as a killer on Registered mail. No date or location was indicated, but usage is reported
from July into October 1898. The upper cover bears 13 cents postage (5 cent rate for civilian sender to
U.S. plus 8 cents registration). Lower cover shows 5 cent U.P.U. rate to France.
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Several auxiliary markings were used at MPS No. 1, including those on the covers above, i.e. "Not in
Cuba," "Second Notice” and "Postage Due....Cents." In addition, both covers are backstamped for
receipt with steel cds reading "Military Sta. 1 Santiago de Cuba/Rec’d."” Upper cover shows double
weight domestic rate on an inbound letter to a soldier. Lower cover, not being to a military address,
should have been paid at the 5 cent civilian rate. As it was not, a double deficiency (3 cents x 2) was
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assessed as postage due.
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A total of 39 numbered military postal stations for Cuba are listed in the literature. In theory, at least,
they would have been supplied with marking devices similar to those used in Santiago. However, some
of the smaller offices handled so little mail and others were opened so late in the occupation period
that no examples have been recorded in certain cases and only a few in others.

Two types of steel cds were used at Guantanamo. The first shows the indication "No.3" at the top of
the circle; it is recorded used from 23 November 1898 (above) to 28 July 1899. The second type has
“No.3" in the middle and is recorded from 7 January to 14 June 1899.
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The first Registration markings from Santiago consisted of four lines including the date -- both
unrecorded in Gordon. The earlier version had large letters, with a later type using smaller letters. In
both cases, the stamps were cancelled with a double oval marking reading "Mil. Sta. No. 1/Santiago"
and "Cuba" in the middle.







































