EXPEDITIONARY FORCE - TIENTSIN Tientsin
6 March 1928
19 January 1929

Sent through the Chinese P.O.

The large cover was
sent through the
Chinese P.O. on the
day after the U.S.P.O.
in Tientsin ended
operations. The Third
Marines left China on
23 January 1929.

Return address on the
small cover is very
specific as "15th M.G.
Co., lst Battalion, 12th
Regiment, Third Brigade
of Marines, Tientsin,
China, % Postmaster,
Seattle, Wash." However,
the sender was not
named!




FOURTH MARINE REGIMENT - SHANGHAI 4th Regt. U.S.M.C
No Postage Available 27 Nove;nb'er. 19'37.

13 December 1937
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The second emergency period, when no stamps were available, was from November 1937 to February 1938. In
this case, Col. Price's handstamp was applied in purple and mauve rather than black. Note that in some cases
there is no evidence that the postage due was actually collected.




FOURTH MARINE REGIMENT - SHANGHAI 4th Regt. US.M.C.

27 October 1937
25 December 1937

Lt. David I. Owens
Quartermaster's Depot
4th Rgt., U. S« K. C.
Shanghai, China

Official lail.

Chief of Staff

Bureau of Insular Affairs
Navy Department
Washington, D. C.

—
A third type of Fourth Marines cancel was used between 1937 to 1940. It was similar to the second type, which

was in service contemporaneously, but had a "t" added to "Regt." and a comma was added between "Shanghai"
and "China." Killer bar slogans shown above for "Navy Day" and "Christmas Day."




FOURTH MARINE REGIMENT - SHANGHAI 4th Regt. U.S.M.C

2 May 1938
13 May 1938

THE FOREIGN SE'%ICE

OF THE

UNITE TATES QF AMERICA
[ S

Col.C.F.B. Price,USMC,,

HEADQUARTERS, FOURTH MARINE’S.
Care, Postmasters &
San Francisco, /Qslif.

/’, ) f‘-.k o B v |
N A, “‘2

\_ ,Ctolgdel John J. Dooley, .
\J National Lead Company,
N Room 2020,

N,

s

111Broadaway,
NEW YORK, N.Y.

Additional examples of third cancel, with upper cover used from a member of the Foreign Service. Lower cover
has very unusual franking of 21 cents to pay surface rate for sending a "Marine Corps Emblem" weighing
between six and seven ounces.




FOURTH MARINE REGIMENT - SHANGHAI 4th Regt. U.S.M.C.

20 April 1938
25 June 1938

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION
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The Marines could also use the Trans-Pacific airmail service for an extra charge. Upper cover shows payment of
50 cents airmail postage for Pan-Am Clipper from Manila to California. Lower cover shows special rate of 10
cents to pay the single-leg Clipper postage from Manila to Guam -- a very unusual usage.




FOURTH MARINE REGIMENT - SHANGHAI 4th Regt. US.M.C.

12 January 1939
7 July 1941

Earliest and Latest Reported Examples of this Postmark

ANN H. HUIZENGA, M.D.
ST, ELIZABETH'S HOSPITAL.,
LANE 361/2 AVENUE ROAD,

s - — R = 5

The fourth cancel used on first class mail sent by the Fourth Marines had the same inscription as the third, but it
was worded continuously around the dial instead of having lettering at top and bottom.




FOURTH MARINES - SHANGHAI

4th Regt. U.S.M.C.
17 April 1939

Letter sent by air from
Manila to Guam at special
single-leg rate of 10 cents.




FOURTH MARINE REGIMENT - SHANGHAI 4th Reg. U.S.M.C.
1 May 1940

16 June 1940
19 December 1940

Earliest and Latest Reported Examples of this Postmark

Form 4418 .
- UNITED STATES POST OFFICE

DIRECT PACKAGE

Firm Case Mail

ALL FOR FIRM ON FACE

Impression of Clerk’s Case Stamp must
appear below: >

Upon opening this package you will kindly
note whether or not errors are found. If so,
please enter your firm name and date on this
slip, and return it together with the wrongly
delivered mail to the post office.

: This cooperation on your part will enable
=3 this office to place responsibility and event-

Example of cancel on
instruction slip provided to

addressee of package. This - ually give you better service.
usage not previously seen by ' > POSTMASTER.
exhibitor. e

/|

= ]

BT : =

A fifth cancel not often seen was used by the Fourth Marines only during 1940. It was another version with a
combination of a steel cds and a set of elliptical killer bars.




FOURTH MARINE REGIMENT - SHANGHAI U.S. Marines
4 August 1941

Only Reported Example of this Postmark
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This cover from Capt. Newton of the Fourth Marines in Shanghai to his wife in Vermont is a most unusual
example. It is self-censored and has a generic "U.S. Marines" cancel not reported in the literature.




FOURTH MARINE REGIMENT - SHANGHAI 4th Reg. U.S. M.C.

2 September 1941
22 November 1941

Captain W H Wilterdink USN
U S8 Navy Purchasing Office
Shanghei OChina C% PM

San Francisco California

MRS W H WILTERDINK
917 SAN ANSELMO AVENUE
SAN ANSELMO  CALIFORNIA UsSA

Latest Recorded Example of this Postmark

The final postmark used on first class mail by the Fourth Marines was a reprise of the original rubber cds
introduced in 1935. However, it can be distinguished by the comma inserted between "Shanghai" and "China."
Only four covers are recorded on the final date. Most of the Regiment embarked on the S.S. President Madison
for the Philippines on 27 November 1941, and the rest followed on the S.S. President Harrison the following day.




4th Reg. U.S.M.C.
2 May 1936

FOURTH MARINE REGIMENT - SHANGHAI
13 December 1937

Registered Mail
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Three different Fourth Marine double-circle registry cancels were used, but determining the dates of usage is
hampered by the fact that fewer than ten examples have been recorded. The two shown here differ in that the "th"
of "4th" is in lower case letters on the earlier cover (inbound from Bangkok, Thailand) and in upper case on the

other (outbound to Philadelphia).




FOURTH MARINE REGIMENT - SHANGHAI 4th Reg. U.S.M.C.
Registered Mail 22 June 1937
29 December 1937

in bad condition at-- - ..

H v?'c Mw""‘: SHANGHA M
ey 2 4 : ) '5‘3{

Upper registéred cover from Great Britain has unusual marking of "Received in bad condition at 4th U.S.
Marines, Shanghai, China" not reported in the literature. Lower example is a return receipt for a registered letter
from Washington, D.C. to a Marine at Shanghai.




FOURTH MARINE REGIMENT - SHANGHAI
Registered Mail

4th Regt. U.S.M.C.
9 February 1939

The third version of the
Fourth Marines registry
cancel was similar to
the others but the
abbreviation used for
Regiment has a "t." It
was used here on an
official cover to the
U.S. Naval Hospital in
Washington. Postage
was free, but the
Regimental Hospital in
Shanghai had to pay 15
cents for registration
and 3 cents for a return
receipt.




FOURTH MARINE REGIMENT - SHANGHAI

Parcel Post

3816-d

U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE; 1928

CONTENTS:— MERCHANDISE

POSTMASTER: —rostar inspection ir NEcEssany

449

BROOKLYN,

CONTENTS MERCHANDISE

0,

POSTMASTER: This parcel may

>6CE

be opened for postal inspection ;

if necessary.

FROM:

Regimental Exchange, Fourth

Marines

Shanghai, China.

Return Postage Guaranteed

<m7es
R AGE B

ST

NTS 6 B

4th Reg. US.M.C.
1 July 1939
"~ 13 August 1939

The parcel post killer and double circle cds from the Fourth Marines are seldom seen. Examples shown are on
package fronts. The upper piece is franked at 15 cents postage for up to one pound plus 5 cents for insurance to a
$5.00 valuation. Lower piece pays the parcel post fee for one to two pounds.




FOURTH MARINE REGIMENT - SHANGHAI

Money Order
28 November 1940

4th Reg. U.S.M.C.

it

the Fourth Marines
cancel differed from the
in that

The M.O.B. version of
others

Example
obviously

is

branch of the New York
philatelic, but it is the

identified Shanghai as a
post office.

shown

only recorded money
order from China.

It

cost Mr. Smuckler a fee
of 6 cents in addition to
the 1 cent face value.)




FOURTH MARINE REGIMENT - SHANGHAI 4th Reg. U.S.M.C.

Auxiliary Markings 12 April 1937
: June 1938
Sgt.R.L.Tyson,

Recruit Depot. .
Marine Corps Base, /= ”5
San Diego, Callfo:znjgg.MAR\ F
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VIA;Naval Purchasing Office. BRI £ 5 T
¢ Canton Road.,
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» VIA GLIPPER MAILY.

ﬁ‘?; $W  \ VIA AIR MAI‘L

CMr. & urs. Walde Ca Perry e
4th Marines,
».;Sh,angh;alg Ch.;.na.
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Examples of two different special markings in inbound mail. The upper one may be a military mark rather than
postal, but the "Received in bad condition at 4th Marines" is clearly an official post office marking. Note that 70
cents paid in postage on this cover was the correct rate for the full Trans-Pacific journey via Pan Am from San
Francisco to Hong Kong.




