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Corregidor in May

1942.

joined
patrol to replace the
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YANGTZE PATROL U.S.S. Luzon
Special Postmarks 21 September 1934
4 October 1937

¥. Goanell
Patrol Navy Mail Clf rh
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Ir. C.W, Morris
6226 Hayes St.
Oakland, Calif.
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As the flagship of the Patrol, Luzon was provided with a special steel postmark inscribed "New York,
N.Y./Yangtze Patrol Br." which is recorded as used from July 1934 to May 1937. A second type of rubber cds
with similar wording was used in 1936 and 1937.




YANGTZE PATROL
Sent via U.S. Marines P.O.
U.S.S. Luzon

8 February 1936

30 December 1938
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YANGTZE PATROL U.S.S. Monocacy
Registered Mail £ 28 May 1932

20 April 1934

Registered cover sent from
Monocacy to San Francisco.
The part of the corner card
that read "Official Business"
was scratched out. Thus,
the sender had to pay 19
cents postage (double
weight x 2 cents, plus the 15
cent registry fee.

U.8.S. MONOCACY
C/C POSTMASTER
SEATTLE, WASH.
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The small cover is
overfranked by a penny,
presumably because the
sender did not have a 5
cent stamp to pay the
international rate to
Scotland.




YANGTZE PATROL
U.S.S.M
Sent via Navy Purchasing Office P.O. 21 Jmusgolc;%

27 April 1933

Robert R. Moore,
American Legation,
Peiping, China.

e S

U.s.8. MONOCACY
YANGTZE PATROL FORCE

Ao

Although Monocacy had an on-board post office, mail could be sent through the Chinese postal system or other
U.S. facilities in the area. Upper cover cancelled by the Monocacy cds with "Ichang/China" in the killer bars and
sent by pouch to Peiping. Lower example sent through the p.o. of the U.S. Navy Purchasing Office in Shanghai.
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14 April 1933
16 May 1940

YANGTZE PATROL

in
was
the

by
Japanese at Shanghai
on 8 December 1941

built
Shanghai and added
to the Patrol in 1928.
U.S.S. Wake in July
and

The ship was renamed
1941

named for islands in
the U.S. possessions.

This new class was

captured

- Guam was one of five
gunboats




YANGTZE PATROL
Use of Chinese Post Office

U.S.S. Guam
March 1934

Cover sent by registered
airmail through the Chinese
post office in Chungking to
Shanghai, where it was
backstamped for receipt on
25 March 1934,




YANGTZE PATROL

Inbound to U.S.S. Wake 28
4 December 1941 L&
o
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Q07 oL =
IS ‘5 o:gs 3 / j’ : A very late example of
Sianid e N official mail from Oahu
&:5 & [;9 ™~ ' to the C.O. of Wake (ex
5 & ' : ; Guam). In the meantime,
2 3 Wake had been captured
by the Japanese. Note
unusual marking "Return
to Sender/Unable to
\\\ , Deliver/(COMSOWEST-
~ s i : PAC)" probably applied
e / in Australia later in 1942.




SOUTH CHINA PATROL

U.S.S. Mindanao
8 September 1931
16 January 1934
Kenneth A Brock
13578 Washburn Ave
Detroit, Mich s
~
o G Mindanao was a sister ship
e s i G of Guam, Luzon, etc., but it
B i u was assigned to patrol the
F<5596 Pearl River between Canton
Ll and Hong Kong. Thus, it
sx5f0d was designated as the
M cE 2 flagship of the South China
e i Patrol. It, too, escaped to
5 6 the Philippines at the
0 outbreak of war and was
sunk by the Japanese near

Corregidor in May 1942.




U.S.S. Mindanao

SOUTH CHINA PATROL

5 January 1938
22 February 1939
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U.S. ARMY TROOPS - TIENTSIN

Another condition of the Peace Protocol signed by China following the Boxer Uprising was that the intervening
powers had the right to garrison lines of communication between Peking and the coast. There was great unrest in
China during the revolution led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen, which resulted in the overthrow of the Manchu dynasty.
Consequently, the 15th Infantry was sent to China in December 1911 for garrison duty in Tientsin, which was on
the line of communication from the Yellow Sea, where they remained until withdrawn in late 1938.

Outbound Mail via the Japanese P.O. Tientsin
6 October 1914

The United States never opened a post office to handle the mail of the U.S. Army garrison in Tientsin. Thus, it
was necessary for the troops to use either the Chinese postal service or those of the post offices abroad operated
by various of the Great Powers. Generally, the Japanese service was preferred because it was very reliable and
offered a wider choice of eastbound Trans-Pacific stcamship sailings.




ARMY TROOPS - TIENTSIN
Outbound Mail via Japanese P.O.

Tientsin
11 October 1915

Earliest recorded registered
mail from the Army 15th
Infantry located in Tientsin.
Backstamped with transit
marking of San Francisco of
8 November and receiving
mark of Washington dated
13 November.




ARMY TROOPS - TIENTSIN Tientsin
Inbound Mail via Chinese P.O. 13 July 1913

Unusual cover sent (by a stamp dealer) to China via the U.S. Postal Agency in Shanghai (with transit marking of
4 July) to Foochow. It was then endorsed "try Tientsin." The addressee was unknown there, where a previously
unrecorded marking "Not with U.S. troops in China" was applied before returning to sender.




ARMY TROOPS - TIENTSIN

fmiad 5 Tientsin
Outbound Mail via Chinese P.O. 18 February 1924

13 March 1926

3
P L R o 7
ol o Sy P .
J T e S Yran it W,

Col, I. Newell,
15th U.S. Infantry,
Tientsin, China,

The International Book Review,

‘354 - 360 Fourth Avenue,

New York, N.Y.

U. SQAQ

At the end of 1922 the foreign post offices abroad in China were closed down, thus forcing the troops to use the
Chinese service. At the same time, problems arose with the theft of stamps from letters, either before they were
delivered to the post offices or after. Thus, a new practice came into being -- that of defacing the stamps so that
they would not have any resale value. Examples shown show typical straight-line markings used for this purpose,
worded "Hdqrs. China Expedition" and "China Expedition."




ARMY TROOPS - TIENTSIN

Tientsin
Outbound Mail via Chinese P.QO.

22 June 1925
12 August 1927

J.d . Bggleston

¢/o Hq. U.S. Forces in China,
Mientsin, China,

Miss ¥. K. Schultz,
Salen,
New Hampshire,

. 8.k :

At least two other defacing devices were used to prevent theft. The examples shown here are worded "American
Forces in China" and "Headquarters, American Forces in China/Tientsin, China."




ARMY TROOPS - TIENTSIN Tientsin
Inbound Mail via Chinese P.O. - 19 April 1932

Extraordinary usage of a letter from an officer in the French Armee du Levant, mailed from FPO 616 in Syria to the
American Barracks in Tientsin. No postage was paid or assessed as postage due, but the cover arrived in China a
month and a half later.




