THE US ARMY AND ITS POSTAL SERVICE ABROAD DURING
WORLD WARIII

This exhibit was created by, and is the property of the late Al Kugel, and is being supplied by
his heirs as a courtesy to the Military Postal History Society. (See http://militaryphs.org) The
Military Postal History Society (MPHS) is a non-profit organization for philatelists and stamp
collectors interested in the collecting and studying of the postal aspects of all wars and
military actions of all countries, including soldiers' campaign covers, naval mail, occupation

and internment covers, patriotics, propaganda, V-mail, censorship and similar related
material.
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The issue of reducing airmail rates for US troops abroad had been debated within the Post Office Department for about 6
months prior to Pearl Harbor. With the outbreak of the war, it was decided that the morale benefits from the extension of US
domestic airmail rates to troops abroad would be worthwhile. The rate reduction went into effect on 23 December 1941, but

it appears that the news was a bit slow in being published overseas.

APO 803-A_ Ft. Reed. Trinidad. APO 804. Ft. Simmonds, Jamaica.
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Non-payment of airmail postage is rare, and airmail envelopes that were inadvertently (or otherwise) submitted without
proper postage were almost always denied the service. The rare exception is mail as marked above, indicating a lack of
stamps due to origin in a combat zone.
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The minimum (indemnification of $5 or less) registry fee in effect on 7 December 1941 was 15¢. This was raised to 20¢ on
26 March 1944. Covers paid for indemnification in excess of the minimum are scarce.
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Rates Mail to US
US Troops Special Delivery
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The Special Delivery fee for first class mail (to 2 pounds) was 10A¢ at the beginning of the war, increasing to 13¢ on 1
November 1944. This fee could be paid with regular postage or special delivery stamps, or with airmail postage + special
delivery stamps (the last being by far the least usual method).

APO 860, Reykjavik, Iceland. APO 706, Unit 1, Sterling Island, Solomon Islands. APO 17084, transit APO number
unidentified by postmark (but the first elements of the 19" Bombardment Group moved from the US to Guam during
December 1944).
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20¢, 25¢ and 35¢ were in effect during WWIL, and Special Delivery stamps were available
ckets and non-first-class mail, so that the use of such

Special delivery rates of 15¢, 17¢,
for some of these. However, these rates were for heavier first class pa

stamps on first class and airmail letters is almost certainly philatelic.

APO 211, Chengkung, China. APO 252, Rabat, Morocco.
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US Troops Second Class Mail

Second Class mail (printed matter without additional writing, to a maximum of 8 ounces per piece) was required to be paid at |
domestic rates (which, throughout WWII was 1¢ per each 2 ounces or fraction thereof). |

APO 860, Reykjavik, Iceland. APO 640-A, Sutton Coldfield, England.




Rates " Mail to US
US Troops Parcels

CPLe 4W.STRATTON 39602871
STAT. HOSP. A.P.0.832
4P.i. NEW ORLEANS La.

MISS. GRACE STRATTON

r/ 73 i -‘/-l‘)-’fa,v‘) Jie Kel
Vrler Biying HelomeT

i
¥

b |
‘\‘
T
iA
\

<

PASSED BY
U (1;@@ S

ARMY Ex,imgwfa

q Th :
T:ls PAtKage Cow.- . Vs = ¢
B vo qumey S (eRD Y,

INFormar,en
: $TED
J@ I{' ¢
;: ¢ :

Fw. & g My g g gam
e Gty 670 Bonik S, : A Chide

Air mail parcel post was not introduced until 1948, so soldiers in WWII wishing to send parcels home by air mail had to pay
6¢ per ounce. Surface parcel post was required to be paid at domestic rates, which varied by distance carried (starting from
the post office that the APO was "Care of"). Packages sent by first class or airmail could be registered, whereas (4™ class)
parcel post could only be insured.

APO 832, Ft. Kobbe (Howard Field) Canal Zone. APO 913, Nadi Airbase, Fiji.

Parcel tag bears payment of $3.45 postage for 31-pound parcel to Zone 8 (15¢ first pound + 30 pounds @ 11¢) + 35¢ for
insurance of $150.01 to $200.00, which would be consistent with the contents list.
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Headquarters XV Corps
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Mail sent via US APOs in
! the British Empire to
locations  within  the
Empire was required to be
| paid with local stamps,
! apparently at local rates ...
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for the service desired.
Mail sent from the United
Kingdom is the most
common -- though mail
sent registered, special
delivery and to addresses
outside GB is unusual.

APO 813, Belfast, Northemn
Ireland APO 635, Burton Wood,
England. =~ APO 558, Bungay,
England.
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Certain mail to Great Britain and within the British Empire excepted, US troops using US APOs to send material to non-US
addresses had to pay the appropriate rate for such mail had it been sent from an address in the continental United States

APO 810, Baldurshagi, Iceland. APO 787, Camp Huckstep, Heliopolis, Egypt. APO 661, Salinas, Ecuador.



Mail to Foreign Destinations
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APO 922, Townsville, Australia.
APO 433, Kurmitola, India. APO
584, Swansea, Wales
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As with the registry fees for domestic mail, there was a rate increase from 15¢ to 20¢ for international registry service during
the war, though the date of this change (1 February 1945) was later than the date of the domestic service change. Registered
mail from US APOs to any foreign destination is rare.

(The 6¢ airmail postage paid on this cover is almost certainly incorrect, the rate from the US to GB being 30¢ per half ounce.
However, Post Office directives of 4 May 1944 and 11 August 1944, extending free mail privileges for US servicemen's mail
to British civilians, probably so confused the situation that a charge of only 6¢ for the airmail fee seemed like a good idea
when this cover was mailed.)

APO 562, Brussels, Belgium, posted at APO 556 (backstamp, 28 July 1945), Liege, Belgium.
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Surface mail sent by

the War Department =

and its subordinate
offices and agencies
was entitled to free

postage throughout

the war.
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Surface Mail

APO 218, Myitkina,
Burma. APO 465,

| Calcutta,  India.

(Such return address-
postmark  inconsis-
tencies are  not
unusual. APO 927,
Sydney, Australia.



6-ounce airmail rate.

APO 856, Fort Bell,
Bermuda. Unusual

APO 919, Bora Bora,
French Polynesia
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Rates
Official Mail

Mail to Foreign Destinations

Theoretically, official mail sent
outside the US and its possessions
had to be franked with stamps.
However, our allies did not require
this, as long as the mail was
marked in the same manner as their
official mail. The British even
allowed free registration.



Army Courier Service.
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r, and postage was not collected even for air mail to
APO 464, Capua, Italy (note D-Day postmark). APO 927,

transportation of sensitive mail. While this mail cl
Sydney, Australia.

taken in by APOs

The US Army
courie
foreign countries.
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