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A new set of pictorial stamps was issued in 1936-37

. Above examples used on commercial mail to the U.S.A.



MANCHURIAN INCIDENT Harbin
Manchu Empire 12 January 1941
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Registered covers showing use of commemoratives for the visit of Emperor Kang Teh to Emperor Hirohito, the
Census of 1940 and National Conscription. Such usage on commercial mail is unusual.



CHINESE INCIDENT
Military Mail

North China
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On the night of 7 July 1937, a minor clash between Japanese and Chinese troops at the Marco Polo Bridge near

Peking provided the incident (Shina Jihen) which touched off the full-scale invasion of China proper. During the

- 8-year struggle, in spite of nearly complete command of the air and sea and the occupation of most of North

China and large chunks of Central and South China, including most of the coastal area and the largest cities, Japan

was unable to quell the Chinese resistance. This campaign became a part of the general war against the Allies in
World War II, and all of the Chinese territory was evacuated when Japan surrendered in 1945.

As was common practice at the time, most of the field post cards used in this campaign were not postmarked.
However, retumn addresses typically show "North China Expedition" and some additional clues may be provided
in the text. As illustrated,a wide variety of censorship chops was provided.



CHINESE INCIDENT

Military Mail

North China
undated

h
———— X R IZIEE s
e ry NE
= =i )
H§ uﬁ : / W
LY
o = ax Zl—
Z8 % M %
2% ‘?7
My I 1 X 22 7
SR e W Y
B g\ 2, 2% 'ﬂ% % )
= Is /f-\j' 2 .
2 BER k]
3 . i) % K
B o T
r:‘{% -g??; = ’1’ 74
il S §%
e 2 14 /9
%;_ ’ & \4/ =2
- DN
AFECAR R EOKT T W 37 A LA 3 “J

L;

Due to the pamelpauon of large numbers of troops in the campaign, military mail is relatwely common.
However,the bulk of it is unpostmarked. As a result, such few clues as can be gleaned from the text as to location
and date are very welcome. Upper card was sent from A.P.O. 4 in North China by a lieutenant who was an Army
pharmacist. Lower card is also from North China Haken and is dated 13 December but without any designation

of the year.
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North China
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CHINESE INCIDENT

Military Mail

Upper card imprinted with unusual helmet design and used from North China to Yokohama, Lower picture post

card of Peking has an unusual postmark of the Tientsin Military Branch of the Tokyo Post Office.



CHINESE INCIDENT North China
May 1939

Military Mail
25 June 1941
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Military post card and official mail cover from the forces involved in the invasion of North China, the latter with
30 sen stamp paying the surcharge for air mail.
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CHINESE INCIDENT
North China
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On 1 July 1941, the Japanese occupation authorities issued the first stamps for the five provinces of North China

under their control at that time. These sets consisted of the name of the
from the Martyrs and Sun Yat-sen series.
China in the following year.

province overprinted on Chinese stamps
Such issues were replaced with a common set for use in all of North
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The overprinted stamps for Hopei Province received relatively widespread use because of the large quantity of
commercial mail from Peking in the period up to the beginning of World War I.  Above examples used in July
and August 1941



CHINESE INCIDENT

Hopei
North China 1941

Examples of special delivery and airmail usage of Hopei overprints from Peking to Tientsin and Shanghai,
respectively, in October and November 1941.




CHINESE INCIDENT
North China

Shansi
1941

uuuuuu

S R e S

3 R S S MRV RO R

=

TREEEL )

e

d

o

B3 %R

The overprinted stamps for Shansi Province were less widely used than Hopei. Above examples on covers mailed

to Tientsin and Peking, respectively.



CHINESE INCIDENT
North China
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The usage of the Shantung overprinted stamps was likely nearly as widespread as in Hopei, because of
widespread commercial activity. Above examples include cover to Tientsin and registered letter sent from

Tsingtao to New York on 19 October 1941.
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Supeh
North China
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The usage of the Supeh overprints is relatively uncommon especially from towns other than the major city,
Suchow. Above examples on covers to Tientsin and Peking.



CHINESE INCIDENT
Military Mail
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1st Naval P. O.
14 September 1937

Central China
undated

2

~“Upper picture post card (shows Japanese troops watching the bombardment of Shanghai) sent through the naval
post office by a marine serving on HIJMS Izuma moored in the Whangpoo River in Shanghai. Postmark reads
"Dai Ichi Gunyo Yubinsho." Lower card reads "...fighting here and there in Middle China....now guarding a

town by the Yangtse River."
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CHINESE INCIDENT

Military Mail
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Upper card sent to Nara

orship chops.
Korea.

Expeditionary Army. Middle and lower picture post cards

although they show a variety of cens

m members of the Central China Expedition. As was common practice at the time,

(scenes in Shanghai and Chinkiang) sent to same recipient in Pyongyang,

Prefecture from the Headquarters of the Central China

--Additional field post cards fro
the cards are unpostmarked,



CHINESE INCIDENT Hankow
Central China 1941
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Occupation stamps for regular mail in the Shanghai-Nanking area were not issued until 1942. However, as all
airmail from the occupied area was carried by Japanese planes, postage on such letters had to be paid in Japanese
currency. This required surcharges (i.e. 10 sen) on Chinese airmail stamps, as used from Hankow to Shanghai.



CHINESE INCIDENT Meng Chiang
Inner Mongolia 7 September 1941
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As in the case of the provinces in North China, stamps from the Martyrs and Sun Yat-sen issues overprinted
"Meng Chiang" were placed on sale in Inner Mongolia on 1 July 1941. Above use on registered cover to Tientsin.



