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Special Post Office 5 was responsible for dealing with the mail of the XXIII Marzo Division. Note the usage of
the unusual unit cachet of the division on the upper cover. Registered mail is especially elusive.



Special Post Office 6 handled mail of the Frecce Azzurre (Blue Arrows) Mixed Spanish-Italian Brigade.
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Special Post Office 7 was assigned to the Southem Headquarters of the C.V.T. at Puerto de Santa Maria in Cadiz.
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Special Post Office 8 was assigned to handle the mail to and from the Frecce Nere (Black Arrows) Mixed
Spanish-Italian Brigade.
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Special Post Office 9 opened in Deventt<r 1937 and closed in May 1939. The cards above show usage of mail
from military hospitals.



As indicated from the "P.M." following the numeral in its cancel, Special Post Office 10 operated in Palma de
Mallorca in the Balearic Islands. It was opened in September 1937 and closed in May 1939.



Special Post Office 11 did not open until September 1938 and closed in May 1939. Its specific location is not
indicated in the literature, but Valladolid is considered a likely candidate.



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Uff. Postale Speciale 12

Spain 4 September 1938

The primary literature on the subject (Shelley) indicates that Special Post Office 12, the last field post office, did
not open until January 1939. However, this cover cancelled four months earlier is properly endorsed with the
sender's unit and "Posta Speciale 500" on the back flap and has a receiving mark in Italy of 16 September 1938.
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Section A of UPS 1 was used as a mobile postmark, being placed in service when and where needed. Note the
two varieties of the wording "Sez. A" and "Sezione A" at the bottom of the marking. The above cards were used
from Valladolid and from the Southem Headquarters of the C.V.T. in Cadiz, respectively.
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Spain 1 April 1939
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In addition to the field post offices, several exchange offices were set up to deal with mail from the C.V.T. The
various offices were assigned code letters, i.e.,"B" was assigned to the mail exchange office in Burgos, "C" to
Madrid and "S' to Salamanca. Because these offices were primarily sorting offices, the use of the "Scambio"
posumarks for the despatch of mail is unusual.
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Mail Exchange Office F was the code for Vittoria. The use of the "Scambio” postmarks on registered mail is a
particularly unusual usage.
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Spain 15 July 1940
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After the withdrawal of the C.T.V., the Italians set up a “Mission to Spain” to deal with supplies left over from the
Civil War and to procure war materiel for the Italian forces in World War II. The "Special Service M.I.S." post
office opened on 1 August 1939. It was located in Madrid most of the time until closing on 18 September 1943.
The M.LS. (B) office was located in Seville and closed down on 11 December 1940.
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ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Ufficio Concentramento P.M. 402
Albania 16 April 1939

19 April 1939
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In early 1939, Italy requested that King Zog of Albania agree to a monetary and customs union of the two
countries. Rebuffed, the Italians invaded with a force of 100,000 men on Good Friday, which was more than
sufficient to overcome local resistance. On 12 April, the Constituent Assembly offered the crown of Albania to
King Victor Emmanuel III of Italy, who held the title until September 1943. Italian military mail from this
campaign was processed at a number of field post stations, including the concentration office shown above.
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30 August 1939

Ufficio Postale Militare 202
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Cards were posted at the field post stations for Tirana, Coriza and Durazzo, respectively. Initially, cards and
letters sent by the troops were free of postage. After conditions were normalized, postage was charged at
domestic rates, i.e. 20 cent. for a post card. (Because the lower card had no message, bearing only a dateline and
signature, it was accepted as printed matter at a 10 cent. rate.)
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Special imprinted field post cards were prepared for the troops in Albania. The upper card frfom P.M. 402 was
sent from Durazzo. The lower card has the inscription blanked out (for security purposes?) but none the less has a
unit marking from Porto Edda, which was the Italian name given to Sarandé.
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As an outgrowth of the Spanish Civil War and the general increase in tensions among the major powers in

Europe, the Italian consulate in the International Zone in Tangier believed that mail sent through the foreign

(British, French and Spanish) post offices in Morocco was being opened by intelligence services and

recommended to the authorities in Rome that an Italian postal service be established. This proposal was approved

and operations commenced on 15 May 1938. The running of the post office was assigned to the staff of the naval

radio station, which accounts for the unusual wording of the postmark, inscribed with an abbreviated version of

"Royal Radio Telegraph Station/Tangier." (This office continued in operation until September 1943.)

WITH ITALY'S ENTRANCE INTO WORLD War II on 10 JUNE 1940, THIS EXHIBIT COMES TO AN END. THUS, LATER

EXAMPLES OF ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD ARE OMITTED, INCLUDING THE OCCUPATION OF SOUTHERN FRANCE AND

CORSICA, THE INVASION OF GREECE AND THE ASSAULT ON THE SOVIET UNION, AS WELL AS THE FORCES STATIONED

ALONG THE LINES OF COMMUNICATION IN BULGARIA, HUNGARY, POLAND AND ROMANIA.


