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ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD 
Army Post Office $Z47

Palestine 

7 November 1918

On 13 June 1917, most of the men of the Italian Detachment entered Palestine, being encamped at Rafiah in what
is today the Gaza Strip. In November, they participated as a part of General Allenby’s force in the capture of
Gaza and Jaffa and, on 11 December, the liberation of Jerusalem. Followi § the armistice with Turkey, most of
the Italians were assigned to garrison duty in Jaffa or Sarona, where their headquarters was located.
Most of the mail was sent through the British field post, such as SZ47 (Sarona) shown above. The unit marking
Most often encountered is a large red cachet inscribed "Italian Detachment in Palestine/Headquarters,"



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Army Post Office SZ47

Palestine 7 December 1918
20 January 1919
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The bulk of the mail was sent home to Italy. However, occasionally an example is found to another country, as is

the case with the lower card which went to Alexandria, Egypt.



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD 
Amy Post Office $Z17

Palestine 

13 March 1919
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A second type of administrative cachet was Smaller and had the inscription is upper and lower case letters. Cover
used from British APO SZ17 (Jaffa).
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One type of marking was used as a combination unit cachet and censor verification. It is oval in shape and comes

in violet, red brown and red, as shown above.
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ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD 
Army Post Office SZ17. Palestine

19 March 1919

18 June (19)

As fighting ended elsewhere, some reinforcements were available foexceeded 1,500 men. As a
Italian Hunters in Palestine"

T Palestine, although the force there neverresult, additional unit cachets were used. Above are shown the "1st Company ofand ‘Italian Expeditionary Comps - Palestine" (only two examples known).



Jerusalem

(1919)

21 Febmary 1919

ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD
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A few of the Italians were assigned to Jerusalem as guards for the Christian shrines. These troops used a special
marking with the Italian coat of arms and inscribed "Italian Guard/Jerusalem."



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD
Krasnoyarsk

Siberia 

15 April 1919
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The base of the "Royal Italian Troops in the Far East,"Siberi ilway about 500 miles west of Irkutsk. Above example of official mail was delivered bythe commander of the local British forces.
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ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD

Siberia

Krasnoyarsk

15 February 1919

1 July 1919
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The Italians did not open field post offices for their forces in Siberia, but the above cards were sent by mambers of

the contingent. One is unfranked but has unit markings of the "Royal Italian Troops in the Far East." The other
was sent through the Russian post office.



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD 
VladivostokSiberia 
4 July 1919

September 1919
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The above pieces originated in Vladivostok, receiving the large circular unit marking of the "Royal Italian Troopsin the Far East," and passed through the Italian post office at Tientsin in North China. The flap of the envelope isimprinted with the comer card of the “Royal Italian Troops in Siberia/ 1st Black Battalion” and coat of arms.



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Vladivostok
. Siberia __ 1919

2 November 1919

Corpo Spedisione Italiano in -E.-
 6. a |

CARTOLINA jp RANGHIGEARRE 3A
Sa guetle fete PL) | re

Nias : : beens Maes, ,

eta ls his

Nut ome ee
N
‘

’
x
N OIRO? AF FT

On 7 August 1919, Krasnoyarsk had to be abandoned to the advancing Red Amy. As a result, the subsequent

activity of the Italian forces in Siberia was confined to the Vladivostok area.



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD 
Vladivostok* Siberia 

8 March 1919

27 September 1919

The sender of the cover above can be located by Manuscript retum address reading "deposito Vladivostok," but itwas apparently not censored until arrival in Trieste. The post card was sent through the normal Russian postoffice (stamp removed) but has a hitherto unrecorded unit marking of the "Automobile Company/Vladivostok."



Vladivostok

27 May 1919
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Many of the troops were recruited from Italian-speaking areas of the Austrian Empire who had been taken
prisoner by the Russians on the Eastem Front. This fact is reflected in some of the unit markings which were used
on mail. Above registered cover, sent to Pittsburgh through the Russian post office in Vladivostok, has such a
marking reading " Military Mission for the Unredeemed Prisoners in Russia.”



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD 
Murmansk> North Russia 

28 November 1918

DAG RAPTOTRA... 0 ,
: OSsTALE | .

Eth Lawes Cri t-
DEL Oseand! - Beog he f Ps

| ia Gash: 2G

' ——T7hate,

& 3 7: SOTONWIS WEPEPS, BAETOIDUD H K., MOCKBAgg om

_e

ae)
: Lu

Ue uw

A contingent of 1,250 Italian troops, including engineer and communications platoons, was sent to North Russiain August 1918 to prevent military supplies shipped by the Allies to Murmansk earlier in the war from falling intoGerman hands. Their mail was not postmarked but endorsed with a special unit marking inscribed "NorthRussian Expeditionary Corps/Headquarters,” which entitled it to be carried free of postage. The expedition was inoperation for a relatively short time, being recalled in September 1919,



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Murmansk

» North Russia __ 1919

7 February 1919

18 March 1919
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A second and much larger version of the “North Russian Expeditionary Corps/Headquarters” cachet was placed in

service soon thereafter and is the marking most often seen from this area. It is known in black, red and violet.

Volpini - Firenze



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD
« North Russia
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Inbound mail to the members of the Italian Continthe troops. The upper cover was address
after receiving the North Russian

Inbound

March 1919

January 1919



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD . Kola Peninsula
24 November 1918

. North Russia
2 December 1918
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Some of the Italian troops served in a liaison capacity with British and other Allied forces. The upper card was

sent from a soldier serving as an interpreter at headquarters. The lower card shows the only marking known with

a specific unit designation in North Russia (previously unrecorded); it reads “3rd Telegraph Engineers/Italian

Expeditionary Corps in Murmania." Both cards are datelined "Penisola di Cola" on the reverse.


