ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Skoczow
Silesia 23 April 1920
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ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Krakow
Poland September 1919

Poznan
September 1919
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Poland declared its independence at the end of World War I. In order to assist the Polish Army in defending its
new (but undefined) borders, the allies sent training missions and equipment The Italians provided a small
mission, which functioned in Krakow and Poznan in 1919. No fieldpost station was activated, and the mail was
sent by French courier through Paris -- even, in the case of the cover shown above, from one unit to the other.
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ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Gross Stehlizz
+ Upper Silesia 5 May 1920

Rybnik
22 February 1921
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The postcard above has the cachet of the Headquarters of the 3rd Infantry Battalion and is franked with a 30 pf.
Plebiscite stamp. The cover shows that official mail related to the plebiscite administration was accepted without
payment of postage.



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD N Radbor
Upper Silesia 6 March 1922

Kreuzburg
29 May 1922
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the voting. The above cards Were sent by soldiers in the 2nd Grenadiers and 32nd Infantry, respectvely, back to
Italy. No fieldpost office was opened, but a special cachet reading "Headquarters/Italian Troops/in Upper Silesia"
was applied so that no postage would be assessed.



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Posta Militare 113
*  Albania 7 February 1919

Argirocastro
11 January 1920
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Following the Armistice in World War I, Italian troops expanded their positions throughout Albania as the
Austro-German forces retreated. P.M.113 operated in Argirocastro until 25 May 1919, as indicated by the upper
card from the Headquarters of the Argirocastro-Berat Zone. For civil mail, a postmark was used showing the
name of the town. The Italians withdrew from this area in May-June 1920.




ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD

Berat
Albania

26 July 1919
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Italian post offices Operated in Berat and Himara unti] May 1920. Registered mail is uncommon; note use of the
registry label without imprint of town name,



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Posta Militare 118
Albania 7 July 1919

Lascoviki
22 November 1918
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There was an Italian military post office (P.M. 118) in Kortcha until 30 September 1919. A civil post office
operated in Lascoviki after the end of the armistice.




ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD

Albania
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Posta Militare 116
13 December 1919
14 September 1921
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ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Posta Militare 50
. Albania 8 February 1921

Valona
17 January 1920

The Italians operated military and civil postal facilities in Valona (southern Albania) during the war, and
continued to use the area as a major base in the postwar occupation period. P.M. 50 was active there from 20
September 1918 until the withdrawal from Albania at the end of 1922. A civil post office was opened, which
included the name "Valona" in its postmark.




ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Valong Scalo
*  Albania 5 April 1920
31 August 1920
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In addition to the main Valona post office,

a branch office called "Val
Examples of this postmark are uncommon,

ona Scalo” was opened in the port area.
and registered mail is scarce,




ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Posta Militare 161
Bulgaria 8 January 1919
5 12 May 1919
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Ttalian forces based in Salonica advanced northward into Bulgaria following the armistice. P.M.161 served there
from 1 January until 31 May 1919. It was assigned to the 61st Infantry Regiment, which was stationed in
Bourgas at the times the above cards were mailed.



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Posta Militare 16

e 9 February 1919
18 March 1919
TR dm R T T

aw /4. 4a. {07«4/»2 G due dr .

’(anwm,g el
Ot = !

'.?U-\OL‘“&'- ,’am,‘& _ .

%L«M)Xc Mar i eo T : 4T

S Mw Cqaets dl._ﬁda ’é&ud&%’/ﬂﬂ

16 Qe Tk PR

o IR e, | 9 d

;55’ Shrodi o a |

s aromtonere L0 4 Ya J. I

- : TP ] ;_"'_:d

— LAY WA

ra Teral 20-9-}7

g

PM. 16 served in Bulgaria from 11 November 1918 until 10 July 1919. Registered letters, as above originating
from Lom Palanka, are uncommon.



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Posta Militare 110
. Greece , 28 January 1919

P.M. 110 operated in December 1917 when Italian troops landed on Corfu. Although most of the forces in Greece
were deployed elsewhere after the armistice, the post office continued to serve the remaining small contingents on
the island (including the convalescent depot shown in the cachet on the cover above) until August 1919.



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Posta Militare 117

Greece 16 April 1919
29 December 1919
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P.M. 117 operated in Macedonia both during and after World War I. The above examples are from the latter
period and have cachets of the specific units of the senders, both based in Salonica.



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD
Serbia

Posta Militare 117
30 November 1918

o,

2.0

Izq./\‘ N're Ly

P 1?
ol

Xyhow
AT

nuel

i )
M@ »AL i
¢ I "
; ‘ 4
“v

P.M. 117 operated with the Italian forces in Macedonia from 1917 until 20 January 1920. After the armistice,
some of the troops moved forward into Serbian territory, which had been occupied by the Bulgarians during much
of the war. In this case, it was used 8 days later to cancel a postcard forwarded from a soldier in Skopie.



