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ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Krakow

Poland September 1919
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PoznanMissions Muirare JTALIANA
Poland declared its independence at the end of Worid War I. In order to assist the Polish Army in defending its

new (but undefined) borders, the allies sent training missions and equipment The Italians provided a small

mission, which functioned in Krakow and Poznan in 1919. No fieldpost station was activated, and the mail was

sent by French courier through Paris -- even, in the case of the cover shown above, from one unit to the other.
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ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Gross Strehlitz
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Albania
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Posta Militare 113
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Argirocastro
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Following the Armistice in World War I, Italian troops expanded their positions throughout Albania as the

Austro-German forces retreated. P.M.113 operated in Argirocastro until 25 May 1919, as indicated by the upper

card from the Headquarters of the Argirocastro-Berat Zone. For civil mail, a postmark was used showing the

name of the town. The Italians withdrew from this area in May-June 1920.



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD 

Berat
Albania 

26 July 1919

Himara
20 March 1919

ae sO ere

Italian post offices opera’
registry label without im

Registered mail is uncommon; note use of the



ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Posta Militare 118

Albania 7 July 1919

Lascoviki

22 November 1918
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There was an Italian military post office (P.M. 118) in Kortcha until 30 September 1919. A civil post office

operated in Lascoviki after the end of the armistice.
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ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Posta Militare 50
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The Italians operated military and civil postal facilities in Valona (southern Albania) during the war, and
continued to use the area as a major base in the postwar occupation period. P.M. 50 was active there from 20
September 1918 until the withdrawal from Albania at the end of 1922. A civil post office was opened, which

included the name “Valona" in its postmark.
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Valona Scalo
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In addition to the main Valona post office, a branch office called "Valona Scalo” was opened in the port area.
Examples of this postmark are uncommon, and registered mail is scarce.
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Italian forces based in Salonica advanced northward into Bulgaria following the armistice. P.M.161 served there

from 1 January until 31 May 1919. It was assigned to the 61st Infantry Regiment, which was stationed in

Bourgas at the times the above cards were mailed.
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ITALIAN FORCES ABROAD Posta Militare 110
_ Greece , 28 January 1919

P.M. 110 operated in December 1917 when Italian troops landed on Corfu. Although most of the. forces in Greece

were deployed elsewhere after the armistice, the post office continued to serve the remaining small contingents on

the island (including the convalescent depot shown in the cachet on the cover above) until August 1919.
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P.M. 117 operated i in Macedonia both during and after World War I. The above examples are from the latterperiod and have cachets of the Specific units of the senders, both based in Salonica.
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P.M. 117 operated with the Italian forces in Macedonia from 1917 until 20 January 1920. After the armistice,
some of the troops moved forward into Serbian territory, which had been occupied by the Bulgarians during much
of the war. In this case, it was used 8 days later to cancel a postcard forwarded from a soldier in Skopie.


