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st office D.C.5 (HQ Sth Cavalry Division) operated in Syria from early October 1918. It is recorded used

o from 26 October 1918 to 3 March 1919. Registered cover with EEF stamps was mailed by Captain
g mark of FPO SZ11 at Mustapha Barracks on 9 April.)
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At the time of the Armistice with Turkey, British and Indian troops in the Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force had
already occupied southern and central Iraq, up to Kirkuk.. This area was stabilized and stamps with overprints for
the British Occupation were in circulation since 1 September 1918. Examples shown of these used from Basra in
southeastem Iraq.
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The Royal Air Force flew several pioneer flights via Baghdad. The first through eastbound flight from England to

India was in a four-engine Handley-Page aircraft which left Baghdad on 9 January 1919, Firebrace states that six

letters were boarded at Baghdad, marked with the special cachets shown. The first westbound flight left Baghdad

for Cairo on 24 February with one passenger and "a quantity" of mail, again marked with a special cachet.
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BRITISH FORCES . Army Post Office SZ50
Cilicia 21 March 1919
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A small detachment of British troops advanced into southem Anatolia. A new military post office was set up at

Mersina. APO SZ50 is recorded as used from 1 November 1918 to 1 March 1919, closing when Cilicia was

tumed over to French and Italian authorities. Covers, even with philatelic franking, are extremely elusive. Above

example shows transit marking of APO S.Z.10 (Suez) and arrival at FPO G.M.2 (Cairo), both of 1 March.
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Following the death of Sun Yat-Sen in March 1925, the struggle between the Nationalists and Communists for
control of China greatly intensified. The fighting spread into many areas of China, including Shanghai and other
major cities. Mindful of the problems caused by the Boxers a quarter century earlier, several of the great powers
sent forces to protect their citizens and property in the intemmational settlements.

Above post card sent by a member of the Shanghai Defense Brigade on board H.M.T. City of Marseilles at Malta
en route to China. A very unusual usage.



BRITISH FORCES Army Post Office 1

China 20 January 1928
9 December 1937 —

t

The Sec.

‘U.5.R.Clut, ee ee

Kowloon.

Hong Kong.

Although the political situation quieted down by the summer of 1927 and some of the forces could be withdrawn,

the British maintained a military presence in China until World War IJ. APO 1 at Shanghai is recorded used from

1 March 1927 until 26 February 1940.
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China 6 May 1927
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Field Post Office 1 operated at Shanghai from 25 March to 6 May 1927, then moved to Tientsin, where it was
active from June 1927 until February 1940.
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BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office 4

China 28 April 1932
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Field Post Office 4 operated at Shanhaikuan from 1930 to 1937. Use of a special regimental comer card for

China is most unusual.



BRITISH FORCES Tt te aati Hankow:
China 2 cae circa 1937

Cover from Accounting Officer,
Yangtse Flotilla at the Royal
Navy Office in Hankow.
Handstamped return address on

7 reverse indicates "Paymaster

Commander/Flotilla Accountant
Officer/Yangtse." An unusual
usage.



BRITISH FORCES

Saar

In June 1934, the League of

Nations established 13 January

1935 for the plebiscite in the

Saar to decide whether to rejoin

Germany, be annexed to France

or remain separate. Some 1,500

British troops, including the

12th Royal Lancers and 1st East

Lancashire Regiment, were sent

as part of the interallied forces

to oversee the voting. FPO #10

was established to meet the

postal needs of the British

forces from December 1934 to

February 1935.

Field Post Office 10

25 December 1934



BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office 10
Saar 21 February 1935
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Unit markings on mail from the British Saar Force are uncommon and sought after by specialists. Above
examples are from the Commander of the Royal Lancers and the Headquarters of the British Contingent.
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Registered mail involving the Saar Force is very unusual. Above covers provide examples of both incoming and

outgoing correspondence.



BRITISH FORCES Addis Ababa

Ethiopia 13 March 1936
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Following the outbreak of war between Italy and Ethiopia, a detachment of Pathans from the 5th Battalion of the
14th Punjab Regiment was sent from Aden to guard the British Legation at Addis Ababa at the beginning of 1936.
A special cachet reading "Abyssinia Contingent" was applied to their mail. In May 1936, these 130 men defended
the Legation during riots and looting just prior to the Italian entry into the capital. Mail sent subsequent to that
time was taken by special bag to Aden for postmarking.
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Ethiopia 16 February 1936
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During the fighting, the British Red Cross organized an Ambulance Service in Ethiopia to care for the wounded.

The above covers show circular and straight-line cachets used on mail from this unit, one dispatched via the post

office in French Somaliland and the other through the Ethiopian civil postal service.
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The British role in the Spanish Civil War was a minor one, in which units of the Royal Navy participated in the
intemational blockade of Spain designed to prevent the seabome inflow of weapons. The cover above was from
the H.M.S. Royal Oak on patrol off the north coast of Spain.

Postcard mailed from England to an "Observing Officer" of the Non-Intervention Board located at Palermo on
_ Sicily. This group was charged with oversight of the blockade, and mail related thergto is extremely elusive.

}
WITH BRITAIN'S ENTRANCE INTO WORLD WAR I, THIS EXHIBIT COMES TO AN END. THUS, LATER
EXAMPLES OF BRITISH FORCES ABROAD ARE OMITTED, SUCH AS THE MILITARY MISSIONS IN
VARIOUS ALLIED COUNTRIES AND POSTWAR OCCUPATION ACTIVITIES.


