BRITISH FORCES . Sofia
Bulgaria January 1919
— 22 August 1921
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Examples of covers from the international supervisory commissions in Sofia, Upper example of official cover
with the cachet of the British Military Representative; Lower example is from British member of the Interallied
Commission for Bulgaria.



BRITISH FORCES Serbo-Bulgarian Boundary Commission
Bulgaria December 1920
- October 1921
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British Delegates were assigned to the Allied team charged with the demarcation of the new boundaries between
Bulgaria and Greece. Manuscript notation on upper cover notes that it was posted in Sofia.



BRITISH FORCES ) Inbound
Romania July 1919

British Mlhtary Mission in Roumania
October 1919
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Following the end of hostilities, a military mission was established to help in the reorganization of the Romanian
army. Note above post card from Greece inbound to a Lieutenant in the BMM in Bucharest, a very elusive usage.
Outbound cover bears the official cachet of the mission and went by military pouch via the War Office in London.



BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office 83
Turkey 5 February 1919

Field Post Office 84
LEI\)\AZ GRECEI® g 2 26 February 1919

Field Post Office 85
17 December 1918

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
EMIZTOAIKON AEATAPION
CARTE POSTALE

'Em Tis mAevpds Tavms ypaqserat novov i Sievbuvors.

—_x

,-—/ G . - Coté reserve a Padresse.
T e o i
w 4 )
o diBrornziy
2 o —————
-
> T > . -
- :;ﬁ s
. 7 o L l
4 AT ) . N ey B i S iy ol T
b - +
7 5 « O A &
v 144 S .00,
j\ . o UEdue U

[ ‘,rh,o.\,‘at g i

W\ G sd)

a2 Q/ﬂo ’

LR o re IO PGaLes

S T———"

La Correspondance au recto n'est pas acceptée par tous les pays étrangers. (Se reg: L ,‘ ;'?
% Correspondance ) Adres PP ol
S~ h o ; L ‘t\‘/‘),:f Lo C‘ = ‘
4 N Ry :
AR
B % e Yo 02 : e
S 4N s st
?}g‘ ~ 7 o M .................... . k) N
\.A_ E E - BT R ]
£3 . - \:\\ L i"" “ . "
’ 2 \ . ; . ........ \
\i {: i b . by
A by
c'\.‘&\:'\_ ? \.‘ % .: o %
3--, 2 -\‘\ S #3 .
b < i
LS T | T M B
& - ™ s 3 ¢ !
. Editeurs . Galata, :
t . Gt ot B p 49445
«l &

Following the surrender of T‘urkey on 30 October 1918, Allied forces on the Salonica Frent quickly advanced
eastward and occupied key points in the former enemy nation. At first, the same postmarks were employed that
had been used in Greece, as examples shown above from Chanak, Gallipoli and Constantinople, respectively.



BRITISH FORCES ’ British A.P.O/Constantinople
Turkey 29 September 1919
5 April 1920
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Because of the inefficiency of the Ottoman postal service, commercial mail was permitted to be sent through the
British APO in Constantinople if properly franked, as was the case of the above registered covers.



BRITISH FORCES _ Ammy Post Office Y

Turkey 28 March 1919
= 26 August 1919
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The GHQ of the British Salonica Force moved to Constantinople in December 1918, and the name of the group
was changed to the Army of the Black Sea on 13 May 1919. A new base post office,designated "Y," was opened
and is recorded from 27 March 1919 to 12 February 1920. As shown by the cover above, commercial mail could
be sent through the APO upon payment of proper postage.



BRITISH FORCES Army Post Office Y1
Turkey 14 September 1920
: T Y . o 22 October 1920
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APO Y1 was a suboffice of the base office Y. It operated at Chanak for the processix}g of mail from detachments
of the Army of the Black Sea in locations without their own offices. The double circle version of the cds was
used only briefly, being recorded from 2 October to 15 November 1920.
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BRITISH FORCES . Army Post Office Y2
21 July 1919

Turkey
) " 25February 1920
: 17 May 1920
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APO Y2 was designated as a stationary office under base Y. Its datestamp originally read SY?2 but later versions
used Y2 -- with differing spacing between the "Y" and "2."



BRITISH FORCES : Army Post Office Y3

Turkey 2 July 1920
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APO Y3 and Y4 were further stationary offices under base Y. They were located in Bostanji and Galata,
respectively. On 2 July 1920, the RAF made an experimental flight from Batum to Constantinople, where mail
was postmarked on arrival. The above Y3 example is stated to be one of only two covers carried on this flight.



BRITISH FORCES Army Post Office SZ44
Palestine 7 November 1918

10 November 1918
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By the time of the Armistice with Turkey on 30 October 1918, all of Palestine had been captured by the Allies.
APOQ SZA44 was already well established in Jerusalem, and its datestamp is recorded until 17 December 1918,
when it was replaced by the OETA (Occupied Enemy Territory Administration) marking.



BRITI.SH FORCES Army Post Office SZ43
Palestine 3 August 1919

Ammy Post Office SZ58
1 March 1919
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Registered covers sent from Palestine. Upper example from Rafa (Gaza Strip) via APO SZ43 in El Arish in the
Sinai Peninsula. Lower example sent from Jerusalem via APO SZ58 (Palestine - Line of Communications).



BRITISH FORCES 4 O.E.T.A - E.E.F/Jerusalem
Palestine 17 February 1919

O.E.T.A - EE.F/Jaffa
19 May 1919

New datestamps with the O.E.T.A. demgnatxon and giving the name of the post office were introduced following
the Armistice. The cds for Jerusalem is recorded from 18 December 1918.



BRITISH FORCES , Field Post Office SZ 60

Palestine 21 February 1919
Nazareth/OE T
6 May 1919
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Two cards from the same correspondence showing early use of FPO cds with cachet of Cable Section of the
Royal Engineers. Second example sent less than 3 months later showing new postmark with town name.



BRITISH FORCES
Lebanon
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Base Army Post Office T -
6 December 1918

Field Post Office H21
28 November 1918
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At the time of the Armistice with Turkey on 30 October 1918, the Egyptian Expeditionary Force had advanced

through Palestine and Lebanon.

Beirut had been captured on 8 October, Initially, mail from the forces in

Lebanon was either sent back through the base post office in Port Said (as in the case of the upper card, which
was postmarked 3 days after being written) or sent through the FPOs (as lower card from HQ of the XX! Corps).



BRITISH FORCES
Lebanon

Army Post Office SZ 8
10 November 1918
27 February 1919
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A stationary military postal facility was quickly opened in Beirut (datestamp of SZ 8 recorded from 24 October in
Proud). This offices remained open until mid-June 1919 when Lebanon was turned over to French authority.



BRITISH FORCES , Field Post Office SZ62
25 October 1918

Syria

Army Post Office SZ62
22 May 1919

At the time of the Armistice with Turkey on 30 October 1918, the Egyptian Expeditionary Force had advanced
through Lebanon and into Syria as far as Aleppo. Damascus had been captured on 30 September, A new military
post office was set up there, with SZ62 recorded from 23 October 1918 to 24 June 1919, closing when Syria was
turned over to French authority. (FPO and APO markings apparently used interchangeably for 4 months.)



