
BRITISH FORCES British Military Mission Post Office
Siberia June 1919

Even before the Canadian SEF left Vladivostok, the British Military Mission set up its own post office. An

undated postmark was introduced on 20 April 1919 and was used into mid-June. The above cover was sent by a

member of the 9th Hampshires from Omsk.
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In due course, a new dated postmark was supplied to the British Military Mission and is recorded used from 21May to 19 August 1919. §trikes are typically poor; those shown here are well above average.



Presumably the postal unit which had the BMM cancel was rotated home so that a numbered FPO cancel without
designation of the location had to be placed in service for the remaining forces. It is recorded used from 19

August 1919 to 26 April 1920.
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After the departure of the BMM, a small group of military personnel remained in Vladivostok to perform reliefand intelligence functions. No postal arrangements were provided but mail did gO Out -- in this case probably sentby diplomatic pouch to J apan, where it was posted.



BRITISH FORCES London

South Russia 25 July 1919

This British intervention involved

several different aspects, including

forces that advanced from Persia

into Transcaucasia, the Anny of the

Black Sea with its headquarters

located in Constantinople, and a

military mission in support of

General Denikin's “White” forces

in the Crimea and southern Russia.
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Mail with unit handstamps, as

shown above, is very unusual;

the marking of the Aviation

Mission is the only recorded

example.
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The first postmark included the initials of "Officer Commanding Posts, British Military Mission 1,” which is

recorded as being used in Novorossisk from 18 September to 19 December 1919.
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A second postmark included the initials of “Officer Commanding Posts, British Military Mission 2," which isrecorded as being used in Taganrog from 5 August to 10 December 1919.
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A new postmark was issued to the military mission in early 1920. It is recorded as used in Novorossisk from 10

January to 1 March 1920. Following Denikin's defeat, the command of the White forces in the south passed to

Baron Wrangel in the Crimea. Thus, the BMSR moved to Sevastopol where this postmark was used from April to

late June 1920, when the Mission was finally withdrawn.
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Batum, at the eastern end of the Black Sea, w
Division. FPO 80 served there from 29 Decem
January 1919 but moved to Tiflis sometime in February.

as occupied in December 1918 by the 80th Brigade of the 27th
ber 1918 until 11 April 1919. FPO 81 also operated at Batum in
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Subsequently, APO SX 22 was assigned to the forces in Batum. It is recorded used there between April and
December 1918.



BRITISH FORCES 
Field Post Office T.27.

South Russia 
18 April 1919

Field Post Office D.27.

28 July 1919

gface” ACTIVE | ERVICE =. 0"
iret RE eee

Cover, but

- This envelope

#€,e0in or valugbie:

Waressed in.suchr se Gen “1 “23 a int

Seal fet
i enveloge need $8... -

Correspondence in ot

wot be censored Rewsaenialle. ® The.
ents are iiabie to exaniluacion at the

ase, 2 B _

Lhe. following | Certifieate. must be ~
igned by the wrirer:—_ 0. os” ‘e- we

LPeertily on my honvur that the von- .

tents of this envelope refer io nothing

Ee ebut pricate and fumily niutfers,

Sa RM ATS ey Sete
—_—_— +, . “* . te

BLA Apr ib etre alain: OT me me LB a ee <Not o kee

For the occupation of Tiflis by the 81st and 82nd Brigades of the 27th Division, FPOs T27 and D27 were utilized.The former is recorded from 10 February to 16 August 1919 and the latter from 21 January to 15 August 1919.
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Edizione Brillante.

Army Post Office L.1

26 September 1919

Army Post Office L.2

27 January 1920

Armny Post Office L.3

23 April 1919
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Some mail from the forces in Italy was handled by Field Distribution units, which had their own distinctive
datestamps. Official mail was sent to London by military pouch and placed in the mail stream there, as shown by
the cover from GHQ at Arquata (Scrivia).
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16. Fotocromia-Terni

One of the more interesting activities conducted in Italy was the maintenance by the Royal Navy of a balloon
station at the naval base in Brindisi, near the southeastern tip of Italy. This operation was intended to guard
against German and Austrian submarine activity which would be a menace to Allied shipping in the Adriatic Sea.
Special markings exist for British Naval Transport Offices in various ports, including Fiume, Genoa, Spezia, etc.
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British Naval Transport

Offices operated in the

major port cities, including

Fiume, Genoa, Naples,

Trieste and Venice. Such

markings are especially

sought after by collectors of

naval mail.
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