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BRITISH FORCES
Danzig ‘

Field Post Office H.2.
19 October 1920
Danzig

4 September 1922
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After 24 August 1920, the British forces no longer enjoyed free franking privileges but were subject to the
payment of domestic rates, i.e. 1 penny for postcards and 2 pence for letters up to one ounce. The marking of the
"Allied Boundary Commission/Germany-Poland/British Section" is one of four recorded examples used on mail
posted at FPO #H.2. in Danzig. Lower postcard was mailed by a sailor on H.M.S. Dragon during a visit to the

Free City after the FPO had closed on 27 November 1920.



BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office H.2
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Marienwerder 23 March 1920
16 Aprl 1920
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Allied administrators arrived in Marienwerder on 17 February 1920 and the plebiscite to determine whether the
territory should be transferred to Poland or remain with Germany was held on 11 July. The vote was
overwhelmingly in favor of Germany, and the forces were withdrawn soon thereafter. FPO #H.2. at Danzig
handled the mail of the British officers and men, which received a special marking reading "Allied Administrative
Commission/British Section/Marienwerder, East Prussia.” Registered covers from this territory are very unusual.



BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office H.2.
Marienwerder 15 May 1920
25 July 1920
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Although postage was not required on mail from British soldiers at this time, some of the men wanted to use the
special Marienwerder stamps as souvenirs on their letters home. These were dutifully cancelled at the FPO and
sent on their way in the examples shown above.



BRITISH FORCES Schleswig Plebiscite Force
Schleswig o 25 March 1920

17 April 1920
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The First Battalion of the Sherwood Foresters arrived in Flensburg on 25 January 1920 as part of the Allied
commission to hold a plebiscite as to whether the territory should be annexed to Denmark or remain with
Germany. No field post station was established in this area, but the mail was sent by military pouch to London,
where it was postmarked and placed into the mail stream.



BRITISH FORCES Flensburg
Schleswig 19 April 1920
23 .. 1920
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The Allied Commission used various markings and comercards to designate official mail. Examples above are of
the Press Bureau and the Internarional Commission for Schleswig in Flensburg. The latter is franked with one of
the special stamps overprinted "C.1.S." for the use of the Commissioners.



11 May 1920

Interallied-Commission/Upper Silesia

BRITISH FORCES
Upper Silesia
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any. Inidally, there was no British field post office,

Allied troops were sent to Upper Silesia in February 1920 to prepare for a plebiscite to determine whether the

territory should be transferred to Poland or remain with Germ
so mail was sent via the Army Courier Office (in Berlin).



BRITISH FORCES Army Post Office S64
9 July 1921

Upper Silesia
22 October 1921
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British Siiesian Force

Because of an outbreak of fighting between armed Polish and German irregular forces, the British sent
reinforcements consisting of four battalions to Upper Silesia in March 1921. These troops used APO #5864, for
which the earliest recorded use is from Gleiwitz on 10 June. The office was then moved to Tamowitz, where the

postmark is recorded from 21 September 1921 to 13 May 1922.



BRITISH FORCES

Kauowitz
Upper Silesia
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Official covers of the Inter-Allied Commission, showing two different markings of the Controller of Railways.



BRITISH FORCES
Upper Silesia

Souvenir covers addressed to British officers
German stamps and three values of the scarce
(Inter-Allied Commission for Upper Silesia).
Allies for Upper Silesia.

peln
19 February 1920
" 12 March 1920

—————— ey
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—

Colonel H.F.é. Percival
British Commissicner
Sedanstrasse I5

Cpreln

Oberschlesgien.

in the occupation forces. The upper one has mixed franking with
Oppeln emergency issue with circular overprint reading "CLHS."
Lower cover is franked with the first definitive set issued by the



BRITISH FORCES

July 1921
Upper Silesia
Tamowitz
~ 21 December 1921
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Inbound mail to the Silesian Force is very unusual; postcard mailed from FPO #540 (Cologne) to a sergeant in the

Middlesex Regiment. Qutbound Speci
with the Inter-Allied Commission.

al Delivery cover to London from an officer of the Royal Arillery serving



BRITISH FORCES A Army Post Office S.120

Upper Silesia 11 June 1922

13 June 1922
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As a result of the plebiscite, which came out about 60% for Germany and 40% for Poland, the Allies decided to
partition the territory. APO #5.120 is recorded used at Oppeln in the sector allocated to Germany from April
1921 to June 1922. Printed matter envelope above has marking of "D.A.D.R.T. (Deputy Assistant Director of
Railway Transport)/Upper Silesia.” Registered mail (LRD above) from this period is very unusual.



BRITISH FORCES British Military Mission in Poland

Poland 6 May 1919
— February 1920
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Following the end of hostilities, a military mission was established to help in the organization of the Polish army.
Most of the training and supply activity was conducted by the French, but there was also a British presence. Post
card mailed from Warsaw by British soldier through the French military post office. Cover sent by military pouch
to the War Office in London, where it was handed over to the postal service.



BRITISH FORCES Allied Railway Mission to Poland
Poland October 1919
January 1920
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One of the important needs of the Poles in their war with Russia was reconstruction of the railway system. The
Allies undertook to supply rolhng stock confiscated from Germany as well as engineering talent for this service.
Mail from the Mission members is very elusive..



BRITISH FORCES Mission for Supply & Relief of Poland
Poland August 1919
September 1919

guder S sagl, P e e e -
75",’" SELEIVED NI SUPREME ECONCmIC .
. 93ET 12 ‘g \ \) COUNCIL, |
S FOOD: SECTIO™

%@S%\!\:} / e
?&&%S §0a6 5@/Lz_y{ej9M 0[/%

Haeetl Telefon 128-46. Fk}ta/
/ﬂau’% ’ o-/émpp k

s

Poland also suffered from shortages of food and fuel in the postwar period. As a result, the Allies were active in
providing and distributing food supplies to the populace. Above examples of official mail sent by diplomatic bag
to London, where it was transferred to the post office.



