
BEF Main Line TPO

15 February 1919

12 March 1919 ~

BRITISH FORCES

Germany

The initial "skeleton" type

datestamp was introduced

for temporary service untl

permanent postmarks could

be delivered. Noted dates

of usage range from January

to April 1919. Some of the

sorting teams were issued

devices with a larger

diameter, which are easily

recognizable. These appear

to have been used

concurrently with normal

smaller ones.
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BRITISH FORCES 
BEF Main Line TPO

26 June 1919

Germany

29 August 1919

*<. ‘Galerie oN S Meister

pe = }2 ) A
ao

“Ey

a0

Oe ee =o wt arse, 4 71 , 3 , $ cia a Dice surecurces:“trong Ss Ale ala ‘ sf * i ry i. it we iw Wey phen Y 4Trew ' Yy“o AR 84h ;i) *
x TC

«

porn Cyairwry VERS perpen an ay, i“ -_~ ’

A

YSex

Proud states that the new permanent datestamps were sent out on 21 March for the "Up" version and 4 April forthe "Down" type. "Up" markings, shown above with codes "A" and "B," are scarce.



BEF Main Line TPOBRITISH FORCES

Germany 9 April 1919
19 April 1919

16 July 1919



BRITISH FORCES

Germany

Official cover sent to a
Sergeant in the Royal
Engineers Postal Service.
Postmarked TPO Down on
3 May and struck five times
on the reverse with the TPO

Up datestamp as a transit
marking two days later. An

extraordinary usage of the

TPO service.

BEF Main Line TPO

3 May 1919



Rhineland High Commission
BRITISH FORCES

Germany 11 March 1920
25 September 1922

3 April 1929

Messrs, Collett & Levy 7 - HT _ ”

a . ; g4 Jermyn Street

LONDON S.W. 1

; £-

“Ns - : © se « a
eS ee = a ee a ere eros Kin ceases. = © 7

L = 
o

bes

seiner: x oe eee we een ee TR ee

Most of the activity of the Interallied Control Commission was centered in the occupied Rhine area. The cachet

of the Rhineland High Commission was in use for an extended period. Above examples all mailed through the

British field post office S.40 in Cologne.
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Germany
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Armaments Sub-Commission

23 July 1920

27 October 1922
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BRITISH FORCES Army Post Office S.40
Germany 18 December 1919

- 5 July 1920

jjPHOTOGAAVUR,

13 February 1921
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The base post office handled mail for a wide variety of functions related to the occupation forces, including the
Military Permit Office, Command Pay Office and Liaison Office. Each of these had its own official cachet for

use on mail, permitting it to be sent free of postage or (later) at domestic rates.



BRITISH FORCES
Germany

Army Post Office S.40

10 August 1920

20 December 1920

8 September 1923
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€ troops, special personnel were assigned to the occupation forces. Items
al Chaplain and Principal Matron of the BAOR, as well as the "Imperial War



BRITISH FORCES Essen

Germany 17 July 1920

Army Post Office S.40

14 October 1920
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During the occupation of the Ruhr, the British did not open additional field post facilities. Thus, mail was either

sent through the German post office or sent to APO S.40 at Cologne for processing. Examples of such handling

are shown, with appropriate cachets of the occupying authorities.
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Inter-Allied Control Commission

26 January 1920

9 February 1920
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Inter-Allied Aeronautical CommissionBRITISH FORCES
16 December 1919

17 January 1921
Germany
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A small aeronautical section of the Control Commission operated out of Berlin, using the facilities of the Courier

Office. Mail from this organization is very elusive and highly sought after by aerophilatelists.



Use of the Berlin Courier for Eastward (Inbound) mail is unusual. This cover was sent by the Armaments Sub-Commission in Cologne to a French delegate of the Interallied Commission for Military Railways in Berlin.



BRITISH FORCES Rhine Fiorila

Germany 10 January 1919
17 July 1922

Toner eerie

The occupation forces included a flotilla of motor launches which patrolled the Rhine from their base at Cologne.

Mail from the Rhine Flotilla received a special oval cachet. Covers with this marking are especially prized by

collectors of naval mail.
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The First Battalion of the Royal Irish Regiment arrived in Allenstein in the beginning of February 1920 and the- plebiscite to determine whether the territory should be transferred to Poland or Temain with Germany was held inJuly. The vote was overwhelmingly in favor of Germany, and the forces were withdrawn soon thereafter. FPO#S.120 was established to handle the mail of the British officers and men. Unit markings shown are those of thePlebiscite Commission and the Orderly Room of the Royal Irish.



BRITISH FORCES . Field Post Office S.120
Allenstein 26 July 1920

The use of the FPO #S.120 postmark at Allenstein is recorded from 7 February to 13 August 1920. The above

cover has the cachet of the "Commission of Administration and the Plebiscite/Treaty of Versailles/Allenstein.”

which was sufficient for it to travel free of postage during this period.



BRITISH FORCES 
Field Post Office H.2.Danzig

1 March 1920

22 April 1920


