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At the time of the Armistice in November 1918, there were more than a million British soldiers in France. Even
though demobilization began quickly, the forces continued to require postal service for some time thereafter.
Message on upper card states that "This souvenir card was posted from French soil. It was conveyed across the
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Channel in an aeroplane by me on the date shown on the Postmark” and is signed by F. Hugh Vallancey.
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BRITISH FORCES _ -+ =M. Army Post Office S.38
France " il 16 May 1919
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APO S.38 operated at Wimereaux until Au'gust 1920. Its datestamp is used above on an official cover with the
cachet of the General Headquarters of the British Troops in France and Belgium.



BRITISH FORCES f T ~ Paris
France _ o . 10 September 1920
5 - 24 December 1920

Certain tasks, including settlement
of fiscal affairs, needed to be
attended even after the field post
offices had been closed down.
Above examples of official mail
sent through the French postal
system. Cachets indicate usage by
the Financial Adviser and
Controller of Accounts for the
Liquidation of British War Stocks
and Claims Commission of the
British Army in the Field.
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British Army Post Offices operated in France and Flanders (Belgium) until the end of September 1920. Much of
the preparations for the final evacuation took place at Calais, which was serviced by.APO 4. Cover above shows
cachet of the General Headquarters of the British Troops in France and Belgium on its last day in operation.
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BRITISH FORCES _ Army Post Office S.117

Belgium 16 January 1919
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Under the terms of the armistice agreement, the Germans withdrew from the occupied territories and the Allied
forces advanced. British forces were participants in the parade celebrating the return of King Albert to Brussels
on 22 November 1918. Above examples show postmarks of the APOs at Brussels and Antwerp after liberation.
Cover shows cachet of the "Commandant of British Troops/Brussels."
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BRITISH FORCES :
Belgium 20 March 1919
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ignificant intelligence operation in Belgium, as indicated by the use
within a month's time.

The British military apparently established a si

of three different types of cachets by this unit
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23 July 1919
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Althougﬁ British troops were in

Germany for

Luxembourg there were no field
post offices available there. As
a result, mail from this area was
taken to nearby facilities in
Belgium or

postmarking..




BRITISH FORCES Army Post Office S.40
Luxembourg 26 February 1919
- Army Post Office S.115
4 May 1919
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Picture post cards mailed from Asch and Luxembourg City but forwarded for postmarking to Charleroi, Belgium
and Cologne, Germany. The writer of the lower card notes that he is "Staying in the capital of this small state."




BRITISH FORCES | Army Post Office S.105

Netherlands ‘ 29 July 1919
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In order to speed the delivery of relief supplies into western Germany, the Dutch authorities allowed the British to
open a military post office in Rotterdam. Examples of mail showing this postmark are elusive.



BRITISH FORCES
Denmark

Copenhagen
25 December 1918
10 February 1919
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At the end of the hostilities, one of the ke

prisoners of war in German

y priorities of the authorities was to liberate and repatriate the British
y. A small contingent of men was sent to assist in the evacuation of freed POWs from

the camps in northern Germany via Danish ports. Examples of mail from this force are very elusive.



BRITISH FORCES ' Field Post Office T.12

Germany 31 December 1918
) s - s e - . T TR Field Post Office 165
L, 13 January 1919
| Field Post Office H.C.1
l 14 January 1919
3 A I
wi ;:"e-'i,-/ A
- o _,5: /e i s /(:,‘,._{'_‘ /E_j_ CC'J
- 2 Al fell A
3 ;

The first elements of the British Army of Occupation entered Germany on 1 December 1918. In the inidal period
extending through January or February, mail was postmarked with the field postmarks brought along from
Belgium and France. FPO T.12 was used by the 6th Division stationed near Bonn and 165 was used by the
Guards Division at Cologne. Cachets of military units are unusual; cover with H.C.1 has marking of the Deputy
Assistant Director of Postal Services for the V Corps in Cologne.
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In preparation for the demobilization of a substantial portion of the forces, on 2 April 1919 the occupation troops
were renamed the Britsh Army of the Rhine (BAOR), and this designation soon showed up in return addresses.

FPO 88 was used by the Southern Division at Coblenz. #H.6 was at the HQ of VI Corps at Diiren and H.9 at HQ
of the IX Corps at Euskirchen.



BRITISH FORCES Field Post Office 49

Germany 21 January 1919
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In total, over 200 different postmarks are recorded as being used by the British Army of Occupation, some for
very brief periods. FPO 49 was used by the 2nd Division during January, but a new D.2. postmark was issued in
the following month. #D.1. was used by the 1st Division at Bonn during February and March.



BRITISH FORCES Army Post Office R.62
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In additon to the Field Post Offices, which often moved from place to place, there were stationary offices called
Army Post Offices. APO R.62 (62nd Division) was stationed at Schleiden and S.120 in Diren. G.R (German
Railhead) was located in the main railway station in Cologne; it processed the above registered cover which
originated with the Interallied Control Commission at Miinster.
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In order to speed the transportation of mail to and from the troops, ten railway mail cars were sent over from
England and placed in service between Boulogne and Cologne. Clerks sorted mail en route and applied special
TPO markings. The inaugural trip occurred on 9 January 1919. Above examples of mail postmarked on the "up"
(eastbound) and "down" (westbound) legs, the former on the second day of service.
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BRITISH FORCES
Germany 4 February 1919
~ 9 March 1919
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Each of the sorting teams had their own postmarks. Above markings are coded "A," "B" and "C." Others that
have been recorded are "X" and "+." A very high proportion of all the mail postmarked on the trains was on the
down leg coming from Germany. (Mail to the troops would normally have been postmarked in England.)



